Supplementary material
The paper reports the findings of 23 qualitative focus group interviews involving 136 participants from four countries located in the North, South, East, and West of the globe (see Table 1). In Japan, there is widespread political agreement that climate change is a serious threat, with the Japanese government pledging to reduce domestic GHG emissions by 80% by 2050. However, public concern about climate change has dropped since the Fukushima nuclear power accident in 2011 (Pew Research Center, 2015). In New Zealand, high reliance on agricultural exports means that most New Zealanders are aware of environmental issues and concerned about keeping their ‘green’ reputation. New Zealand has unusual land and governance policies due to the Treaty of Waitangi, which grants indigenous Māori ownership of sea beds and some influence over resource management and land policies. In the USA, the public is largely divided regarding climate change. In March 2016, 21% of survey respondents were categorized as doubtful or dismissive of anthropogenic climate change, 45% as alarmed or concerned, 27% as cautious, and 7% as disengaged (http://climatecommunication.yale.edu/about/projects/global-warmings-six-americas/). In this context, it is noteworthy that most participants in our US focus groups identified themselves as concerned about environmental issues and saw climate change as a major challenge for contemporary societies. Sweden exemplifies a country with a prevalent climate change discourse, political aspirations to become one of the world’s first fossil-free welfare states (Anshelm and Hultman, 2014), and a high degree of public concern about climate change (European Commisson, 2015). 

	
Group number
	
Group characteristic
	
Education
	
Age (years)
	 
Female:male
	
Date

	Sweden
	
	
	
	
	

	A
	High school students
	High school
	16–19
	3:4
	05/13

	B
	University students
	At university
	20–25
	4:3
	05/13

	C
	Young parents            
	University
	25–45
	4:1
	10/13

	D
	Young parents           
	High school
	25–45
	5:1
	10/13

	E
	Citizens                        
	University
	45–65
	3:2
	10/13

	F
	Citizens                      
	High school
	45–65
	2:3
	09/13

	G
	Retirees                       
	University
	65+
	4:2
	06/13

	H
	Retirees                      
	High school
	65+
	1:4
	09/13

	New Zealand
	
	
	
	
	

	A
	Young professionals   
	University
	25–27
	3:4
	06/15

	B
	Creative professionals
	Mixed
	21–57
	1:5
	07/15

	C
	Young parents
	Mixed
	29–40
	6:1
	09/15

	D
	Retirees
	Mixed
	65+
	2:4
	11/15

	E
	Indigenous
	Mixed
	19–53
	4:3
	12/15

	USA
	
	
	
	
	

	A
	University students
	University
	18–33
	3:1
	10/15

	B
	Citizens
	Mixed
	43–52
	3:1
	10/15

	C
	Retirees
	Mixed
	63–84
	4:2
	10/15

	D
	Mixed
	Mixed
	23–69
	7:1
	11/15

	Japan
	
	
	
	
	

	A
	Mixed
	High school
	25–35
	3:3
	06/15

	B
	Mixed
	University
	25–35
	3/3
	06/15

	C
	Mixed
	Mixed
	36–50
	6:0
	06/15

	D
	Mixed
	Mixed
	36–50
	0:6
	06/15

	E
	Mixed
	Mixed
	51–65
	6:0
	06/15

	F
	Mixed
	Mixed
	51–65
	0:6
	06/15


Table 1: Groups, cross-country demographic characteristics.
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