
Appendix A: Gee’s meaning-making tasks, definitions, and examples
	Task
	Description
	Example from dataset

	Significance
	Article reflects importance of group, actions, or impact
	“For climate change organizations, Generation Z’s interest might be the most significant hope to prevent future disasters.” 

	Practices
	Article describes the group, actions, or impact for other users; or describes the application of a discourse to a set of actions
	“They get up, get out, and get busy by marching in the streets, meeting with policy makers, and when all else fails, rallying followers on TikTok.” 

	Identities
	Article uses nouns and adjectives to describe the group, actions, or impact
	“These eco-anxious youth are facing their most serious challenge yet: climate change denialists in Congress.” 

	Relationships
	Article connects group, actions, or impact to other events, or foci
	“Neither Greta nor Emma seek attention for themselves as individuals. What animates them is an overwhelming sense of having been abandoned by the adults and needing to take matters into their own hands. 

	Politics
	Article reflects on the social, historical, civic, or political nature of the group, actions, or impact
	“They are liberal, engaged, and eager to avoid climate disaster, no matter what political forces stand in their way.” 

	Connections
	Article discusses the relevance of the group, actions, or impact by comparing or relating to other issues
	“These realities, according to psychologists, have also made Gen Z overwhelmingly stressed and anxious.”

	Sign systems and knowledge
	Article uses common language practices, jargon, or cultural knowledge 
	“Among the signs are references to TikTok, Thunberg, and a host of other eco initiatives that are second nature to Gen Z.” 




Appendix B: Step-by-step procedure
1. Articles were collected using Google’s News Popularity Matrix, which collected articles using “Generation Z” or “Gen Z” and “climate change” from January 1, 2021 until December 31, 2022. In total, 2509 news articles were identified. 
2. The top 100 most popular articles from each year were selected based on their ranking valuing reach (social media shares, number of overall readers) and impact (duration of views, article engagement such as commenting).
3. A team of four researchers independently read each of the 200 articles and applied Gee’s seven meaning making tasks (see Appendix A for description and examples). Articles were assigned one, two, or three tasks each. Patterns of terms of reference were also noted. 
*As a qualitative project, the goal is not statistical coding, but seeking out patterns of how uses invoke each task to create discourses.
4. The research team met to discuss findings and identify a central list of discourses that exhaustively and exclusively represent journalistic coverage of Generation Z and climate change. 
5. Five frequent discourses were identified by researchers to identify how journalists constructed the relationship between Generation Z and climate change. 
6. Researchers independently re-read the dataset to find examples and quotes that invoke each discourse for inclusion in the written paper.	 
