Appendix 1
The codebook used for analysing the strongly anti-science articles, the categorisation of the coding into themes, and the number of statements that fall under each code
	Theme
	Code
	Description
	Number of statements

	confuse
	conflate
	Comparing the nitrogen crisis with other supposed 'non-crises'
	16

	confuse
	conspi2
	Conspiracy theory that agricultural land will be bought up to be used for another purpose and that is the basis of the nitrogen policy
	3

	confuse
	green_sheen
	Other solutions to the problem that are preferable to the 'deniers' that are portrayed as good for the environment
	26

	confuse
	harm_exag
	Argument that the damage is exaggerated
	19

	confuse
	miscon
	Interpretation of what the problem and or the solution/policy is that goes against scientific consensus
	13

	confuse
	nonsense
	Making nonsensical comparisons between the nitrate problem and solutions and other situations
	22

	confuse
	piecemeal
	Using many different separate arguments that went considered together do not add up
	8

	confuse
	uncertainty
	Creating a sense of uncertainty
	10

	confuse
	unknowns
	Focusing on unknown aspects of the science
	11

	confuse
	untrue
	A statement that is clearly not true, but not related to science
	16

	emotion
	condemn
	Condemn the condemners: those who condemn the offense, do so out of pure spite or unfairly shift the blame.
	16

	emotion
	emo
	Statement aimed to tug on the heartstrings, to elicit an emotional reaction, from the reader
	22

	emotion
	exag
	Exaggerate the extent of measures proposed to tackle the problem - intended to sow fear, but not explicitly mentioned as that
	33

	emotion
	fear
	Sowing fear about the impact of solutions to the problem
	34

	emotion
	fight
	Language that glorifies violence or refers to war
	42

	emotion
	focus_pos
	Focus on positive aspects of livestock farming or agriculture that are not related to the nitrate problem
	19

	emotion
	nost
	Using nostalgic images of an earlier time when things were better
	20

	emotion
	ult_motive
	Accusation that those who want to take action do so with some kind of ulterior motive, for example, they want to farmers gone because they do not like them, don't like countryside, are animal rights activists, etc.
	20

	policy
	bad_policy
	Argument focused on a policy, e.g. that it is unrealistic, impossible
	17

	policy
	common_sense
	Appealing to economic common sense
	27

	policy
	diliute_pol
	Argument that argues for the dilution of policies
	3

	policy
	goal
	Explicitly stating the purpose of the disinformation, what they want to achieve
	5

	policy
	no_hope
	Argument that taking action won't help anyway, the proposed action is useless or hopeless. This is similar to final stage in playbook of denial. 
	8

	policy
	overreach
	Spreading fear of abuse and overreach of government powers
	11

	policy
	sol_harm
	The solutions are harmful and would undermine progress, would threaten the Netherlands’, Europe’s, the west’s or the world’s prosperity 
	17

	policy
	tech
	Argue for use of technological innovations that are not scientifically proven to help or are uncertain or as yet undeveloped
	21

	policy
	too_fast
	Argument that the proposed policies are going too far too fast
	5

	responsibility
	already_acted
	Pointing to ways in which the industry has already taken actions to address the problem, as a way to deflect from having to take more actions
	28

	responsibility
	comparison
	Justification by comparison: actions are compared and contrasted with other policies or other countries as a bargaining tool
	76

	responsibility
	enemy
	Hostile attitude towards other group
	37

	responsibility
	high_loyal
	Appeals to higher loyalties: It is claimed that the harm is justified by a higher law or a higher loyalty, such as feeding the world population
	45

	responsibility
	individual
	Use of argument that echoes the carbon footprint
	13

	responsibility
	victim
	Depicting criticism of policy or science as underdogs or victims of elites, mainstream, The Hague, etc.
	81

	science
	bad_sci
	Claims about bad science
	9

	science
	contra_sci
	References to a contrarian scientist or ‘expert’
	13

	science
	debate_sci
	Debating the science underlying the problem
	6

	science
	more_sci
	Calling for more scientific research to be done
	4

	science
	no_prob
	There is no problem, straight up denial without any reference to science
	49

	science
	not_proven
	Argument that something has not (yet) been fully proven by science
	4

	science
	pol_not_sci
	Criticize policy because it is not based on 'sound' or 'good' science
	31

	science
	question_sci
	Question science rather than outright denial of the science, can contain elements of ‘jus asking questions’
	15

	science
	sci_process
	Denigrate some aspect of the scientific process, e.g. peer review, of the use of models
	27

	science
	sci_wrong
	Argument that the science is wrong
	7



