Highlights

1. AHCTF1 upregulated in HCC, correlates with poor prognosis, suggesting it as biomarker

2. Bioinformatics: DEGs linked to AHCTF1 enriched in PI3K-Akt and Hedgehog pathways

3. AHCTF1 boosts HCC cell proliferation and EMT, contributing to its aggressiveness

4. Study validated AHCTF1's role in HCC tumor growth, consistent with in vitro results
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