Appendix: Tests used in the research on Stimulating the Development of Rhythmic Abilities in Preschool Children in Montessori Kindergartens with Music-Movement Activities – a Quasi-Experimental Study

Test 1: Identification of identical and different rhythmic patterns – based on the Primary Measures of Music Audiation (Gordon, 1983)
The test was based on Gordon's already developed rhythmic abilities test Primary Measures of Music Audiation (1983). We altered the length and the administration of the test to account for the younger age of the children and the peculiarity of the concept to which children are accustomed to working in the classroom. The test was administered to a group of 3 - 5 children. Children determine whether the two rhythmic patterns are the same or different. When they are the same, they place two identical symbols on the carpet (two circles), and when they are different, they place two different symbols (a circle and a triangle). The test consists of ten basic tasks and two experimental tasks. Each correctly solved task is evaluated with one point.
Test 2: Imitation of spoken rhythmic phrases (Denac, 2002)
The test was administered individually. The test consists of two trial tasks for imitating rhythmic phrases and five tasks for imitating spoken rhythmic phrases. The evaluation criterion is the level of correct repetition of five and spoken rhythmic phrases. A completely correctly solved task is evaluated with two points, a partially correctly solved task with one point and an entirely incorrectly solved task with zero points.
Test 3: Determining the consistency of movement in the rhythm of a composition – based on the test Determining the consistency of movement in the rhythm of a composition (Marinšek and Denac, 2020)
The test was based on the test Determining the consistency of movement in the rhythm of the composition (Marinšek and Denac, 2020). The test was administered to a whole classroom group. Children first listen to the musical piece, and when they listen again, they are encouraged to express themselves through the music. The examiner observes the coherence of movement in the rhythm of the music. The harmonious movement to the rhythm of the piece in the entire composition is evaluated with 3 points, harmonious movement to the rhythm of the piece in more than a half of the composition with 2 points, and harmonious movement to the rhythm of the piece more than a half of the composition with 1 point, and dissonant movement in the entire composition with 0 points. The instrument includes three musical pieces: Johann Strauss: Radetzky March, Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky: Flower Waltz, and Johann Strauss: Pizzicato Polka.
