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Appendix A – Employed search strategy 

Databases  

PsycINFO    1.419 results (October 22, 2015)  

ERIC      1.529 results (October 22, 2015)  

Web of Science    1.475 results (October 22, 2015) 

Sociological Abstracts      419 results (October 22, 2015) 

Google Scholar          6 additional results (October 22, 2015) 

Total      4.842 results  

Total after removing duplicates 3599 results 

 

Search Strings PsycINFO  

#1 Adolescent students  

secondary education/ OR middle schools/ OR middle school education/ OR middle school 

students/ OR junior high schools/ OR junior high school students/ OR high schools/ OR high 

school students/ OR high school education/ OR junior college students/ OR (6th-grade* OR 

sixth-grade* OR grade 6 OR grade six OR 7th-grade* OR seventh-grade* OR grade 7 OR 

grade seven OR 8th-grade* OR eight-grade* OR grade 8 OR grade eight OR 9th-grade* OR 

ninth-grade* OR grade 9 OR grade nine OR 10th-grade* OR tenth-grade* OR grade 10 OR 

grade ten OR 11th-grade* OR eleventh-grade* OR grade 11 OR grade eleven OR 12th-

grade* OR twelfth-grade* OR grade 12 OR grade twelve OR junior high* OR highschool* 

OR high school* OR preuniversity OR pre-university OR secondary education OR secondary 

school OR intermediate general).ti,ab,id. OR (((adolescence 13 17 yrs).ag. OR (adolesc* OR 

pupil* OR prevocational* OR pre-vocational* OR student* OR young adult* OR 

youth).ti,ab,id.) AND (school* OR class* OR teach* OR education*).ti,ab,id.)  

Results: 410.386 (October 22, 2015)  

 

#2 Identity development  

identity formation/ OR (((identit*) ADJ4 (develop* OR formation* OR construction*)) OR 

((identit*) ADJ2 (exploration OR work* OR educat* OR process*))).ti,ab,id.  

Results: 18.978 (October 22, 2015)  
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1 AND 2    3.954 results (October 22, 2015)  

Limit to 2005-2015   2.776 results (October 22, 2015)  

Limit to peer review   1.419 results (October 22, 2015)  

  

Search Strings ERIC  

#1 Adolescent students  

 (elementary secondary education OR grade 6 OR grade 7 OR intermediate grades OR 

secondary education OR junior high schools OR middle schools OR grade 8 OR grade 9 OR 

high schools OR grade 10 OR grade 11 OR grade 12).el. OR elementary secondary 

education/ OR grade 6/ OR grade 7/ OR grade 8/ OR grade 9/ OR grade 10/ OR grade 11/ 

OR grade 12/ OR secondary schools/ OR secondary school students/ OR secondary 

education/ OR middle schools/ OR middle school students/ OR junior high schools/ OR 

junior high school students/ OR high schools/ OR high school students/ OR (6th-grade* OR 

sixth-grade* OR grade 6 OR grade six OR 7th-grade* OR seventh-grade* OR grade 7 OR 

grade seven OR 8th-grade* OR eight-grade* OR grade 8 OR grade eight OR 9th-grade* OR 

ninth-grade* OR grade 9 OR grade nine OR 10th-grade* OR tenth-grade* OR grade 10 OR 

grade ten OR 11th-grade* OR eleventh-grade* OR grade 11 OR grade eleven OR 12th-

grade* OR twelfth-grade* OR grade 12 OR grade twelve OR junior high* OR highschool* 

OR high school* OR preuniversity OR pre-university OR secondary education OR secondary 

school OR intermediate general).ti,ab. OR (((early adolescents/ OR adolescents/ OR late 

adolescents/) OR (adolesc* OR pupil* OR prevocational* OR pre-vocational* OR student* 

OR young adult* OR youth).ti,ab.) AND (school* OR class* OR teach* OR 

education*).ti,ab.)  

Results: 717.625 (October 22, 2015)  

 

#2 Identity development  

(((identit*) ADJ4 (develop* OR formation* OR construction*)) OR ((identit*) ADJ2 

(exploration OR work* OR educat* OR process*))).ti,ab.  

Results: 5.657 (October 22, 2015)  

 

1 AND 2    2.856 results (October 22, 2015)  

Limit to 2005-2015   1.937 results (October 22, 2015)  

Limit to peer review   1.529 results (October 22, 2015)  
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Search Strings Web of Science  

#1 Adolescent students  

TS=("6th-grade*" OR "sixth-grade*" OR "grade 6" OR "grade six" OR "7th-grade*" OR 

"seventh-grade*" OR "grade 7" OR "grade seven" OR "8th-grade*" OR "eight-grade*" OR 

"grade 8" OR "grade eight" OR "9th-grade*" OR "ninth-grade*" OR "grade 9" OR "grade 

nine" OR "10th-grade*" OR "tenth-grade*" OR "grade 10" OR "grade ten" OR "11th-grade*" 

OR "eleventh-grade*" OR "grade 11" OR "grade eleven" OR "12th-grade*" OR "twelfth-

grade*" OR "grade 12" OR "grade twelve" OR "junior high*" OR "highschool*" OR "high 

school*" OR "preuniversity" OR "pre-university" OR "secondary education" OR "secondary 

school" OR "intermediate general" OR (("adolesc*" OR "pupil*" OR "prevoca-tional*" OR 

"pre-vocational*" OR "student*" OR "young adult*" OR "youth") AND ("school*" OR 

"class*" OR "teach*" OR "education*")))  

Results: 299.677 (October 22, 2015)  

 

#2 Identity development  

TS=(((“identit*”) NEAR/3 (“develop*” OR “formation*” OR “construction*”)) OR 

((“identit*”) NEAR/1 (“exploration” OR “work*” OR “educat*” OR “process*”)))  

Results: 15.835 (October 22, 2015)  

 

1 AND 2    2.125 results  

Limit to 2005-2015   1.475 results  

 

Search Strings Sociological Abstracts  

#1 Adolescent students  

ALL("6th-grade*" OR "sixth-grade*" OR "grade 6" OR "grade six" OR "7th-grade*" OR 

"seventh-grade*" OR "grade 7" OR "grade seven" OR "8th-grade*" OR "eight-grade*" OR 

"grade 8" OR "grade eight" OR "9th-grade*" OR "ninth-grade*" OR "grade 9" OR "grade 

nine" OR "10th-grade*" OR "tenth-grade*" OR "grade 10" OR "grade ten" OR "11th-grade*" 

OR "eleventh-grade*" OR "grade 11" OR "grade eleven" OR "12th-grade*" OR "twelfth-

grade*" OR "grade 12" OR "grade twelve" OR "junior high*" OR "highschool*" OR "high 

school*" OR "preuniversity" OR "pre-university" OR "secondary education" OR "secondary 

school" OR "intermediate general" OR (("adolesc*" OR "pupil*" OR "prevoca-tional*" OR 

"pre-vocational*" OR "student*" OR "young adult*" OR "youth") AND ("school*" OR 

"classroom*" OR "teach*" OR "education*")))  
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Results: 75.829 (October 22, 2015)  

 

#2 Identity development  

ALL((("identit*") NEAR/3 ("develop*" OR "formation*" OR "construction*")) OR 

(("identit*") NEAR/1 ("exploration" OR "work*" OR "educat*" OR "process*")))  

Results: 14.467 (October 22, 2015)  

 

1 AND 2    1.974 results (October 22, 2015)  

Limit to 2005-2015  1.043 results (October 22, 2015)  

Limit to peer review   419 results (October 22, 2015)  

 

Search String Google Scholar  

identity development | identity formation | identity construction | students “high school” | 

“secondary school” | “se-condary education”| “middle school” 


