Supplementary Table 1. Search terms in PubMed

	1
	cigarette

	2
	cigarette[MeSH]

	3
	smoking

	4
	smoking[MeSH]

	5
	smoke

	6
	smoke[MeSH]

	7
	tobacco

	8
	tobacco[MeSH]

	9
	snus

	10
	snuff

	11
	snuff[MeSH]

	12
	"environmental tobacco smoke”

	13
	environmental tobacco smoke[MeSH]

	14
	“passive smoking”

	15
	passive smoking[MeSH]

	16
	“smoking cessation"

	17
	smoking cessation[MeSH]

	18
	"betel nut"

	19
	betel nut[MeSH]

	20
	bidi

	21
	pipe

	22
	cigar

	23
	cigar[MeSH]

	24
	"sudden cardiac death"

	25
	sudden cardiac death[MeSH]

	26
	"cardiac arrest"

	27
	cardiac arrest[MeSH]

	28
	1 OR 2 OR 3 OR 4 OR 5 OR 6 OR 7 OR 8 OR 9 OR 10 OR 11 OR 12 OR 13 OR 14 OR 15 OR 16 OR 17 OR 18 OR 19 OR 20 OR 21 OR 22 OR 23

	29
	24 OR 25 OR 26 OR 27

	30
	28 AND 29
















Supplementary Table 2. Search terms in Embase
	1
	cigarette

	2
	cigarette/

	3
	smoking

	4
	smoking/

	5
	smoke

	6
	smoke/

	7
	tobacco

	8
	tobacco/

	9
	snus

	10
	snus/

	11
	snuff

	12
	snuff/

	13
	environmental tobacco smoke

	14
	environmental tobacco smoke/

	15
	passive smoking

	16
	passive smoking/

	17
	smoking cessation

	18
	smoking cessation/

	19
	betel nut

	20
	betel nut/

	21
	bidi

	22
	bidi/

	23
	Pipe

	24
	pipe/

	25
	cigar

	26
	cigar/

	27
	sudden cardiac death

	28
	sudden cardiac death/

	29
	cardiac arrest

	30
	cardiac arrest/

	31
	1 OR 2 OR 3 OR 4 OR 5 OR 6 OR 7 OR 8 OR 9 OR 10 OR 11 OR 12 OR 13 OR 14 OR 15 OR 16 OR 17 OR 18 OR 19 OR 20 OR 21 OR 22 OR 23OR 24 OR 25 OR 26

	32
	27 OR 28 OR 29 OR 30

	33
	31 AND 32










Supplementary Table 3. List of excluded studies and exclusion reason

	Exclusion reason
	Reference number

	<3 categories of cigarettes/day
	(1)

	Abstract only publication
	(2-10)

	Cardiac arrest as outcome
	(11;12)

	Case-control study
	(13-24)

	Case only study
	(25-27)

	Duplicates 
	(28-30)

	Letter, news articles
	(31-34)

	No risk estimates
	(35;36)

	Not relevant data
	(37;38)

	Not relevant exposure
	(39-48)

	Not relevant outcome
	(49-52)

	Not retrieved 
	(53;54)

	Patient populations 
	(55-57)

	RCT - arrhythmic death as outcome
	(58)

	Review
	(59-72)
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Supplementary Table 4. Study quality of studies on smoking and sudden cardiac death

	Author, publication year
	Represen-tativeness
	Selection of non-exposed cohort
	Exposure-ascertainment
	Demonstration of outcome not present at start1
	Adjustment for one risk factor
	Adjustment for any other factor
	Assess-ment of outcome
	Long enough follow-up2
	Adequacy of follow-up3
	Total score

	Wannamethee, 1995
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	1
	1
	6

	Wennberg, 2007
	1
	1
	0
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	7

	Sandhu, 2012
	0
	1
	0
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	6

	Lahtinen, 2012, FINRISK 1992
	1
	1
	1
	0
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	8

	Lahtinen, 2012, FINRISK 1997
	1
	1
	1
	0
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	8

	Lahtinen, 2012, FINRISK 2002
	1
	1
	1
	0
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	8

	Lahtinen, 2012, Health 2002
	1
	1
	1
	0
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	8


1 1 point for exclusion of prevalent cardiovascular disease cases at baseline
2 1 point for follow-up of ≥3 years
3 1 point for loss-to-follow-up less than 10%







Supplementary Figure 1. Current versus never smokers and sudden cardiac death, sensitivity analysis excluding one study at a time

[image: ]

------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 Study omitted     |   		Estimate       	[95%  Conf.  Interval]
-------------------+----------------------------------------------------------
 Lahtinen, 2012, FINRISK1992|	3.179374 	2.4314852    4.1573029
 Lahtinen, 2012, FINRISK1997|	3.1603429	2.4145293    4.136528
 Lahtinen, 2012, FINRISK2002|	2.8188086	2.3525772    3.3774371
 Lahtinen, 2012, Health2002|	2.8483689 	2.3291273    3.4833667
 Sandhu, 2012      |   		3.2637665      	2.5392151    4.195065
 Wennberg, 2007    |   		3.0747299      	2.3821254    3.9687092
 Wannamethee, 1995 |   	3.177624       	2.4942236    4.0482712
-------------------+----------------------------------------------------------
 Combined          |   		3.0645271      	2.4570967    3.8221233
------------------------------------------------------------------------------













Supplementary Figure 2. Former versus never smokers and sudden cardiac death, sensitivity analysis excluding one study at a time

[image: ]
------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 Study omitted     |   		   e^coef.        	   [95%  Conf.  Interval]
-------------------+----------------------------------------------------------
 Lahtinen, 2012, FINRISK1992|	1.4083216	1.2082859    	1.6414738
 Lahtinen, 2012, FINRISK1997|	1.4002298	1.1996579    	1.6343355
 Lahtinen, 2012, FINRISK2002|	1.4010644	1.2087996    	1.6239097
 Lahtinen, 2012, Health2002|	1.3270988	1.1427467    	1.5411915
 Sandhu, 2012      |   		1.3750424     	1.150085     	1.6440017
 Wennberg, 2007    |   		1.3940444      	1.1828451    	1.6429536
 Wannamethee, 1995 |   	1.382875       	1.1929035    	1.6030996
-------------------+----------------------------------------------------------
 Combined          |   		1.3837267      	1.1981157    	1.5980924
------------------------------------------------------------------------------














Supplementary Figure 3. Ever versus never smokers and sudden cardiac death, sensitivity analysis excluding one study at a time

[image: ]

------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 Study omitted     |   		  e^coef.               [95%  Conf.  Interval]
-------------------+----------------------------------------------------------
 Lahtinen, 2012, FINRISK1992|	2.0449266	1.6694506    	2.5048511
 Lahtinen, 2012, FINRISK1997|	2.0419333	1.6651816    	2.5039258
 Lahtinen, 2012, FINRISK2002|	1.9445319	1.6365155    	2.3105216
 Lahtinen, 2012, Health2002|	1.8312898	1.6365051    	2.0492587
 Sandhu, 2012      |   		2.092263       	1.7045116    	2.568222
 Wennberg, 2007    |   		2.0919998      	1.7234235    	2.5394011
 Wannamethee, 1995 |  	2.038331       	1.6872904    	2.4624057
-------------------+----------------------------------------------------------
 Combined          |   		2.0069682      	1.6956168    	2.3754904
------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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