	Year
	Inoculum density (10log cfu/ml)
	Estimated percentage of infected tubers2

	2021
	8
	>38.7

	
	5
	> 43.8

	
	3
	42.5

	
	1
	33.1

	
	Water control
	>38.7

	
	8 (S)
	>38.7

	
	
	

	2022
	8
	>38.7

	
	5
	15.9

	
	3
	20.2

	
	1
	10.7

	
	Water control
	2.5

	
	8 (S)
	>38.7


Table S2. Estimated percentage of infected tubers at the end of the growing season positive1 in an enrichment TaqMan assay after spray-inoculation of haulms of young potato plants with different inoculum densities of Pectobacterium brasiliense.










[bookmark: _Hlk120548159]1 Ct-values below 35 were considered positive
[bookmark: _Hlk173337345]2 The incidence (I) of infected tubers in composite samples was estimated using the equation: I = {1 – [(N – p)/N]1/n}*100, in which N is the total number of subsamples tested, p is the number of subsamples tested positive, and n is the number of tubers per subsample  (De Boer, 2002). Eight tubers per plant were analyzed.
