APPENDIX


Table A1 Dependent variables
	Name of variable
	Indicators
	Operations

	Local Community Engagement - LCE
	How often, in the last five years, have you been engaged as a university teacher, in the following activities addressing the territory where your university is located?
 - Organising sport, leisure or cultural events where the university is located;
 - Projects with primary or secondary schools;
 - Meetings, conferences or lecturing.
(Never; Rarely; Quite often; Very often)
	Computing in a single variable, adding each variable previously recoded into a dichotomy; the new variable was expressed in percentage and recoded into three categories: weak, moderate, strong.


	General Political Engagement - GPE
	How often, in the last five years, have you been engaged in the following knowledge and competence sharing activities?
 - Design and assessment of public policies;
(Never; Rarely; Quite often; Very often)

How often, in the last five years, have you acted or been involved as an author in the following activities of knowledge dissemination?
 - Scientific dissemination through the mass media;
 - Contribution to public debates through the mass media. 
(Never; Rarely; Quite often; Very often)
	Computing in a single variable, adding each variable previously recoded into a dichotomy; the new variable was expressed in percentage and recoded into three categories: weak, moderate, strong.




Table A2 Independent variables
	Name of variable
	Indicators
	Operations

	Gender
	Gende   Male (58.8%); Female (41.2%)
	

	Age
	Age (years) (mean=51.5; std.dev.=9.2)
	

	Social class
	Profession of father; Profession of mother.
	Computing a single variable considering the highest professional level of either student’s father or mother. Recoding the new variable into three categories: lower (16%); middle (47%); upper (37%)

	Cultural capital
	Mother’s education; Father’s education.
	Computing a single variable considering the highest educational attainment of either student’s father or mother. Recoding the new variable into three categories: lower (26.1%); middle (28.2%); upper (45.7%)

	External professional experience before university recruitment
	Have worked before university recruitment (relating to work periods not lower than one month or repeated time periods) for or with:
Research Institutes or Non-academic centres; 
Health institutions; 
Education institutions;
Government or public organizations;
Profit organizations of the private sector;
Non-profit organizations of the private sector (Foundations, ONG, etc.).
	Computing a single variable, and recoding it into two categories:
One at least (66.5%);
None (33.5%)

	External professional experience after university recruitment
	Have worked after university recruitment (relating to work periods not lower than one month or repeated time periods) for o with:
Research Institutes or Non-academic centres; 
Health institutions; 
Education institutions;
Government or public organizations;
Profit organizations of the private sector;
Non-profit organizations of the private sector (Foundations, ONG, etc.).
	Computing a single variable, and recoding it into two categories:
One at least (25.4%);
None (74.6%)

	Academic rank
	Full professor (23.4%); Associate professor (39.2%); Assistant professor (37.4%).
	

	Seniority
	Years of seniority (mean=17.7; std.dev.=10.4)
	

	Academic Field 
	Teaching Discipline 
	Recoding every scientific sector into seven categories: 
Humanities and arts (13.5%);
Business, economics and law (13.5%);
Social and behavioural sciences (6.7%);
Mathematics, physical and life sciences (31.2%);
Architecture and engineering (15.9%);
Agriculture and veterinary (7%);
Health (12.2%).

	Number of research assistants
	Number of research fellows, PhD students and medical interns in five years before the interview.
	Computing a single variable, adding three indicators, and recoding it in four categories:
None (22.9%);
From 1 to 3 (32.4%);
From 4 to 6 (21%)
From 6 to 10 (12.2%)
More than 10 (11.4%)

	Number of publications in the last five years
	How many of the following scholarly contributions have you completed in the last five years?
- Articles published in an academic book or journal (mean=21.1; std.dev.=30.3)
	

	Research orientation: theoretical
	How would you characterize the emphasis of your primary research in the last five years?
- Basic/Theoretical
(Strongly disagree, disagree, agree, strongly agree)
	Recoding into a dichotomous variable:
Theoretical (75.4%);
Non-theoretical (24.6%)

	Research orientation: applied
	How would you characterize the emphasis of your primary research in the last five years?
- Applied/Practical oriented
(Strongly disagree, disagree, agree, strongly agree)
	Recoding into a dichotomous variable:
Applied (80.9%)
Non-applied (19.1%)

	Research orientation: commercial
	How would you characterize the emphasis of your primary research in the last five years?
- Commercially-oriented/Intended for technology transfer
(Strongly disagree, disagree, agree, strongly agree)
	Recoding into a dichotomous variable:
Commercial (27.7%);
Non-commercial (72.3%)

	Research orientation: social
	How would you characterize the emphasis of your primary research in the last five years?
- Socially-oriented/Intended for the betterment of society
(Strongly disagree, disagree, agree, strongly agree)
	Recoding into a dichotomous variable:
Social (51.2%);
Non-social (48.8%)

	Involvement in other third mission activities
	Participation in other type of activity of third mission (Academic Entrepreneurship, Academic Engagement, Training and Human Resource Development) 
	Recoding into a dichotomous variable:
None (21.6%);
One at least (78.4%)

	University size
	Categorization based on the number of students enrolled at the university
	Recoding into a variable with four categories:
Small university (7%): up to 10,000 students
Medium university (19.2%): from 10,001 to 20,000 students
Large university (30.7%): from 20,001 to 40,000 students
Mega university (43.1%): more than 40,000 students

	City size
	Size of the city where the university is located
	Recoding into a variable with three categories:
Large city (25.2%): Milan, Rome, Naples;
Medium-sized city (32.3%): Bari, Bologna, Cagliari, Catania, Florence, Genoa, Messina, Palermo, Reggio Calabria, Turin, Venice;
Small city (42.4): all the other cities.

	University location
	Macro region where the university is located: North West (23.2%); North East (20%); Centre (25.2); South (20.6%); Islands (10.9%).
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