Table A-1. Queries in Scopus

Diversity in title, abstract, keywords
TITLE-ABS-KEY ( "diversity" )  AND  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( "Academic background"  OR  "Education background"  OR  "Social background"  OR  "Race"  OR  "Ethnic"  OR  "Gender"  OR  "Disability"  OR  "Marginali*"  OR  "Discrimin*"  OR  "Bias"  OR  "Multicultural"  OR  "Religion"  OR  "Sexual Identity"  OR  "Orientation"  OR  "Social Class"  OR  "First generation"  OR  "Immigrant*"  OR  "Migration background"  OR  "LGB*"  OR  "Low income students"  OR  "Parents"  OR  "Families"  OR  "People of Color"  OR  "Underrepresented"  OR  "Minorit*"  OR  "Inclusion"  OR  "Persistence and Retention"  OR  "Equity"  OR  "Sense of Belonging" )  AND  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( "higher education"  OR  "universit*"  OR  "tertiary education"  OR  "postsecondary education" )  AND NOT  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( "primary school" )  AND NOT  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( "secondary school" )  AND NOT  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( "high school" )  AND NOT  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( "kindergarten" )  AND NOT  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( "fauna"  OR  "geography"  OR  "citizenship"  OR  "cancer"  OR  "neighbor"  OR  "genetic"  OR  "bio-diversity"  OR  "climate change"  OR  "species"  OR  "cinema"  OR  "elderly"  OR  "political"  OR  "caregiving"  OR  "microfinance"  OR  "board"  OR  "obesity"  OR  "workplace"  OR  "management"  OR  "green"  OR  "industry"  OR  "crime"  OR  "pupil"  OR  "geoscience"  OR  "ageing"  OR  "donor"  OR  "tobacco"  OR  "parishes"  OR  "virulence"  OR  "viral"  OR  "land"  OR  "diaspora"  OR  "fatigue"  OR  "ecology" )  AND  ( LIMIT-TO ( DOCTYPE ,  "ar" )  OR  LIMIT-TO ( DOCTYPE ,  "ch" )  OR  LIMIT-TO ( DOCTYPE ,  "re" )  OR  LIMIT-TO ( DOCTYPE ,  "bk" ) )  AND ( EXCLUDE ( PUBYEAR,2021) OR EXCLUDE ( PUBYEAR,2021) )

Higher education in title, abstract, keywords
TITLE-ABS-KEY ( "higher education")  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( "tertiary education") OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ("universit*")  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ("postsecondary education" ) AND  ( LIMIT-TO ( DOCTYPE ,  "ar" )  OR  LIMIT-TO ( DOCTYPE ,  "ch" )  OR  LIMIT-TO ( DOCTYPE ,  "re" )  OR  LIMIT-TO ( DOCTYPE ,  "bk" ) )  AND  ( EXCLUDE ( PUBYEAR ,  2021 ) )


Higher education in title
TITLE ( "higher education"  OR  "universit*"  OR  "tertiary education"  OR  "postsecondary education" ) AND  ( LIMIT-TO ( DOCTYPE ,  "ar" )  OR  LIMIT-TO ( DOCTYPE ,  "ch" )  OR  LIMIT-TO ( DOCTYPE ,  "re" )  OR  LIMIT-TO ( DOCTYPE ,  "bk" ) )  AND  ( EXCLUDE ( PUBYEAR ,  2021 ) )

Diversity/Gender/Race/Ethnicity in title
TITLE ( "diversity” OR “diverse”/” Gender” OR “Women”/ ”race OR racial”/”ethnic*” )  AND  TITLE ( "higher education"  OR  "universit*"  OR  "tertiary education"  OR  "postsecondary education" ) AND  ( LIMIT-TO ( DOCTYPE ,  "ar" )  OR  LIMIT-TO ( DOCTYPE ,  "ch" )  OR  LIMIT-TO ( DOCTYPE ,  "re" )  OR  LIMIT-TO ( DOCTYPE ,  "bk" ) )  AND  ( EXCLUDE ( PUBYEAR ,  2021 ) )

Queries in Nexis Uni
Diversity: title(university*) and title(diversity) [news]
Gender: title(university*) and title(gender) [news]
Race: title(university*) and title(racial) [news]
Ethnicity: title(university*) and title(ethnic*) [news]


Queries in Yearbook of International Organizations

Diversity: divers*
Gender: gender
Race: racial
Ethnicity: ethnic



A-2 Validity check
As discussed in the method´s section, we verified the trends in the proportion of publications on diversity with publications selected according to the titles that had a vocabulary commonly associated with diversity such as gender, and ethnicity with or without the use of the term diversity (Figures A-3, A-4, A-5, A-6). We also checked other databases on publications in newspapers (Figure A-9) and international organizations working on diversity (Figures A-10 and A-11). All these sources showed us similar patterns regarding the attention given to diversity. An exception seems to be the increasing publications on gender in different regions which correspond to an increasing participation of women in higher education, especially in countries with higher economic growth (see Kwak & Ramirez, 2019). Another exception seems to be Asian newspapers that seem to display a proportionally larger engagement with the terminology of diversity than in academic publications. For this region, probably the findings about the lack of academic publications, which was our focus in this paper as indicative of lack of social concerns for diversity should be viewed more cautiously.


Figure A-3 Articles with ‘diversity’ and ‘higher education’ in Scopus by regions (1972–2019)

Figure A-4 Articles with ‘diversity’ and ‘higher education’ in their title in Scopus by regions (1988–2019)

Figure A-5 Articles with ‘gender’ and ‘higher education’ in their title in Scopus by regions (1946–2019)


Figure A-6 Articles with ‘race’ and ‘higher education’ in their title in Scopus by regions (1946–2019)

Figure A-7 Articles with ‘ethnicity’ and ‘higher education’ in their title in Scopus by regions (1946–2019)


Figure A-8 Articles with ‘higher education’ in their title in Scopus by regions (1945–2019)

Figure A-9 Newspaper articles with ‘diversity’ and ‘university’ in their title 1985–2019
Source: (Nexis Uni, 2020)



Figure A-10 International organizations with ‘diversity’ in their title or objectives 
Source: (Yearbook of International Organizations, 2020)

Figure A-11 International organizations with ‘diversity’ in their title or objectives 
Source: (Yearbook of International Organizations, 2020)
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