Supplement 1 for “We don’t need no thought control”
Daniele Ganser: Daniele Ganser is a senior history researcher known for his controversial perspectives on the 9/11 terrorist attacks. His assertions have sparked debates within academic circles and the public, as he suggests that there might be undisclosed information about the events. These views have been discussed in literature, such as Butter (2020), which highlights the impact of such conspiracy theories on historical research and public perception. Ganser’s work is significant as it represents a critical viewpoint that challenges mainstream historical narratives, yet it also faces criticism for possibly fostering mistrust in established historical facts (Butter, 2018).
Tjeerd Andringa: Tjeerd Andringa, a cognitive science lecturer at University College Groningen, has been accused of promoting conspiracy theories in his academic courses. According to an investigative committee cited by Fabrizi (2023), Andringa discouraged opposing views in his classes, particularly concerning topics like vaccination and the 9/11 attacks. This behavior has raised concerns about academic integrity and the role of educators in fostering a balanced and critical approach to contentious issues. The controversy surrounding Andringa underscores the challenges in maintaining academic freedom while ensuring responsible teaching.
Tim Hayward: Tim Hayward, a professor at the University of Edinburgh, has faced accusations of spreading conspiracy theories related to the Syrian conflict. According to Hadjimatheou, Meisel, and Shearing (2022), Hayward’s activity on social media involved sharing unverified and distressing misinformation, influencing public opinion and academic discussions. His actions have sparked debate about the responsibilities of academics when commenting on geopolitical issues and the potential consequences of spreading unverified information.
Tom DeDonno: Tom DeDonno, a professor at Saddleback College, has been suggested to include controversial content in his teachings, although specific details are sparse as noted by Lucas (2022). The lack of comprehensive information makes it difficult to fully assess the implications of his teaching methods. However, the mention of his case highlights ongoing concerns about the content and approach within academic settings, particularly when it relates to controversial or politically charged topics.
Michael Meyen: Michael Meyen, a communication science professor at Ludwig-Maximilians-University in Munich, has been scrutinized for his associations with a newspaper known for its extremist views and conspiracy theories, as detailed by Demmelhuber (2023). This connection has raised questions about the influence of personal affiliations on academic credibility and the dissemination of information. Meyen’s case exemplifies the ethical dilemmas faced by academics in terms of their professional relationships and public communications.
Sucharit Bhakdi: Sucharit Bhakdi, a retired medical professor, has been a controversial figure due to his statements on vaccination and sensitive political issues. Despite facing significant backlash and legal scrutiny, a German court acquitted him, ruling his statements as protected under freedom of expression, according to Staib (2023). Bhakdi's case illuminates the tension between public health communication, academic freedom, and societal norms, highlighting the complex landscape in which academic figures operate.
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