Annex A
Robustness tests
[bookmark: _GoBack]We run a set of 10 robustness tests for the sufficiency analysis of strong regime policy, as suggested by QCA scholars (Schneider and Wagemann 2012, Mello 2021, Wiederkehr et al. 2022). Two types of tests were performed: using alternative consistency thresholds (rows 2 and 3) and using alternative sets of cases by excluding each case one at a time (rows 4-11). The robustness tests results are displayed in the table below. All of the alternative solutions are equal or sub-sets of the main solution formula found in the study, and hence the main solution formula is confirmed. All alternative solutions have a consistency which ranges from 0.83 and 1.0 and cover between 50 and 77% of the cases.
	#
	Test
	Solution formula
	Consistency
	Coverage

	1
	Main analysis
	for+iss+heg  strong policy
	0.86
	0.75

	2
	Consistency threshold 0.8
	for+heg  strong policy
	1.0
	0.56

	3
	Consistency threshold 0.9
	for+heg  strong policy
	1.0
	0.56

	4
	Without ACTO
	for+heg  strong policy
	1.0
	0.6

	5
	Without ASEAN
	for+heg  strong policy
	1.0
	0.54

	6
	Without COMIFAC
	for+heg  strong policy
	1.0
	0.54

	7
	Without the EU
	for+heg  strong policy
	1.0
	0.5

	8
	Without FE
	for+iss+heg  strong policy
	0.83
	0.77

	9
	Without Mercosur
	for+heg  strong policy
	1.0
	0.7

	10
	Without MP
	iss+heg  strong policy
	0.83
	0.77

	11
	Without SAARC/SACEP
	for+iss+heg  strong policy
	0.92
	0.75




