	Supplementary Table A1: Survey instrument 

	Introduction
	Diagnostic stewardship can be described as a systematic approach to ensure the rationale use of diagnostic testing, such that the right tests are ordered for the right patient at the right time. In the Microbiology lab, inappropriate test ordering can lead to: increased costs, excessive antimicrobial treatment, unnecessary isolation precautions and delayed discharges.

	Demographics
	Level of training


	Select: Intern, SHO, Junior Registrar (1-2 years’ experience), Senior registrar (2+ years’ experience), Consultant

	
	Current site of training
	Select: CHI at Temple St, CHI at Crumlin, CHI at Tallaght

	
	Are you a Specialist registrar or Consultant in any of the following specialities: Microbiology, Pathology, Haematology, Radiology
	Yes or No

	
	Do you have a University degree in laboratory sciences
	Yes or No

	
	Have you ever worked in a laboratory setting for an extended period (1 year or more)?
	Yes or No

	Self-perceived knowledge
	Item 1: I understand the accuracy (sensitivity/specificity/positive predictive value/negative predictive value) of various microbiological tests I order
	5-point Likert scale

	
	Item 2: I understand the methods (culture/PCR/serology/microscopy) of various microbiology tests I order
	5-point Likert scale

	
	Item 3: I know the expected time to result of various microbiological tests I order
	5-point Likert scale

	
	Item 4: I know the costs of various microbiological tests I order
	5-point Likert scale

	
	Item 5: Microbiology tests are necessary to make infection control decisions
	5-point Likert scale

	
	Item 6: I feel comfortable interpreting Microbiology reports
	5-point Likert scale

	
	Item 7: I always discuss Microbiology reports with my local Microbiology team
	5-point Likert scale

	Influencing factors
	Item 1: The clinical condition of the patient is an influencing factor on microbiological testing for me 
	5-point Likert scale

	
	Item 2: Comorbidity in a patient is an influencing factor on microbiological testing for me
	5-point Likert scale

	
	Item 3: Accuracy of various microbiological tests is an influencing factor on microbiological testing for me
	5-point Likert scale

	
	Item 4: Costs of various microbiological tests is an influencing factor on microbiological testing for me
	5-point Likert scale

	
	Item 5: Workload is an influencing factor on ordering microbiological tests for me
	5-point Likert scale

	
	Item 6: Fast time to result of various microbiological tests is an influencing factor on ordering tests for me
	5-point Likert scale

	
	Item 7: Local guidelines influence my decision on microbiological testing
	5-point Likert scale

	
	Item 8: Parental expectation is an influencing factor on ordering microbiological tests for me
	5-point Likert scale

	
	Item 9: Avoiding phlebotomy on a child is an influencing factor on ordering microbiological tests for me
	5-point Likert scale

	Education
	Item 1: The usefulness of Microbiology testing is routinely discussed on ward rounds 
	5-point Likert scale

	
	Item 2: I have received formal/organised teaching on diagnostic stewardship in Microbiology 
	Yes or no

	
	Item 3: I have received informal teaching on diagnostic stewardship in Microbiology e.g. on ward rounds 
	Yes or no


	
	Item 4: What educational interventions would you suggest to improve diagnostic stewardship in Microbiology? Educational interventions are broad and may include learning strategies, teaching sessions, resources, support for learners etc.
	Free text box

	
	Item 5: I would like more in-person teaching on diagnostic stewardship in Microbiology 
	5-point Likert scale

	
	Item 6: I have interest in participating in an online learning module on diagnostic stewardship in Microbiology
	5-point Likert scale

	
	Item 7: I have interest in participating in a simulation-based learning on diagnostic stewardship in Microbiology
	5-point Likert scale

	
	Item 8: I have interest in participating in an online gaming platform on diagnostic stewardship in Microbiology
	5-point Likert scale

	
	Item 9: I have interest in learning more about the costs of Microbiology tests
	5-point Likert scale

	
	Item 10: I have interest in participating in a peer-to-peer learning programme on diagnostic stewardship in Microbiology (this would involve me both delivering and receiving teaching from my colleagues)
	5-point Likert scale

	
	Item 11: I have interest in having access to a clinical guideline for microbiological diagnostics for common infectious diseases 
	5-point Likert scale

	
	Item 12: Can you recall experiencing any examples of good diagnostic stewardship practice in the last year?
	Free text box

	
	Are there any additional comments regarding relevant topics not addressed in this survey that you wish to add?
	Free text box















	Supplementary Table A2: Summary scale illustrating responses to self-perceived knowledge of diagnostic stewardship
	Total Domain score: mean
	Total Domain score: SD
	
Cronbach’s α

	Domain: Self-perceived knowledge of diagnostic stewardship
	19.12
	3.09
	0.63

	
	Median
	IQR

	Statements
	Total
	Consultants
	NCHDs
	Total
	Consultants
	NCHDs

	I understand the accuracy (sensitivity/specificity/positive predictive value/negative predictive value) of various microbiological tests I order
	4 
	4
	3
	2
	1
	2

	I understand the methods (culture/PCR/serology/microscopy) of various microbiology tests I order
	4
	4
	4
	1
	1
	2

	I know the expected time to result of various microbiological tests I order
	4
	4
	4
	0
	0
	0

	I know the costs of various microbiological tests I order
	2
	2
	2
	1
	0
	1

	Microbiology tests are necessary to make infection control decisions 
	4
	4
	4
	0
	1
	0

	I feel comfortable interpreting Microbiology reports
	4
	4
	4
	0
	0
	0
































	Supplementary Table A3: Summary scale illustrating responses to educational interventions
	Total Domain score: mean
	Total Domain score: SD
	Cronbach’s α

	Domain: Engagement with educational interventions
	27.13
	4.594
	0.804

	
	Median
	IQR

	Statements
	Total
	Consultants
	NCHDs
	Total
	Consultants
	NCHDs

	I would like more in-person teaching on diagnostic stewardship in Microbiology
	4
	4
	4
	1
	1
	1

	I have interest in participating in an online learning module on diagnostic stewardship in Microbiology
	4
	4
	4
	1
	2
	1

	I have interest in participating in a simulation-based learning on diagnostic stewardship in Microbiology
	4
	4
	4
	1
	1
	2

	I have interest in participating in an online gaming platform on diagnostic stewardship in Microbiology
	4
	3
	4
	2
	2
	2

	I have interest in participating in a peer-to-peer learning programme on diagnostic stewardship in Microbiology (this would involve me both delivering and receiving teaching from my colleagues)
	4
	3.5
	4
	2
	2
	1

	I have interest in learning more about the costs of Microbiology
	4
	4
	4
	1
	0
	1

	I have interest in having access to a clinical guideline for microbiological diagnostics for common infectious diseases
	5
	5
	5
	1
	1
	1



