Supplementary Materials
Interests Questionnaire
Dear Parent/Caregiver, 
As mentioned in the information sheet, the objective of this research is to explore how children’s interests in certain things influence their ability to learn new words. Animals are a common fascination of many young children and we expect that they may pay more attention to them than other things.
Please answer the following questions, as accurately as possible, in relation to your child’s current interests. 
In the questions, “realistic animals” refer to animals that are similar to those seen in real life, for example TV shows like Meerkat Manor, Planet Earth, Waffle the Wonder Dog.
“Human-like animals” are animals that are made to look or behave like humans, such as wearing clothes, performing jobs, talking, and exhibiting human emotions. Examples include programmes like Tom and Jerry, The Lion King, Paw Patrol. 

Please circle the most appropriate answer.
1. Does your child like animals?

Yes 				No

If yes, please answer the following questions by circling the most appropriate answer:
2. How much does your child like animals? 3
They like animals a lot

2
They like animals a little
4
They really, really like animals

1
They don’t mind animals 


3. How much does your child enjoy listening to stories about realistic animals? (e.g. books about farm animals)1
They don’t particularly enjoy it 
3
They enjoy it a lot

2
They enjoy it a little
4
They really, really enjoy it



4. How much does your child enjoy listening to stories about human-like animals? (e.g. The Lion King)1
They don’t particularly enjoy it 

4
They really, really enjoy it

2
They enjoy it a little
3
They enjoy it a lot



5. How much does your child enjoy playing with realistic animal toys? (e.g. toy zoo animals)1
They don’t particularly enjoy it 

3
They enjoy it a lot

2
They enjoy it a little
4
They really, really enjoy it



6. How much does your child enjoy playing with human-like animal toys? (e.g. Peppa Pig)1
They don’t particularly enjoy it 

4
They really, really enjoy it

2
They enjoy it a little
3
They enjoy it a lot



7. How much does your child enjoy watching television programmes, videos, and films involving realistic animals? (e.g. Roar)1
They don’t particularly enjoy it 

4
They really, really enjoy it

2
They enjoy it a little
3
They enjoy it a lot



8. How much does your child enjoy watching television programmes, videos and films involving human-like animals? (e.g. Secret Life of Pets)1
They don’t particularly enjoy it 

4
They really, really enjoy it

2
They enjoy it a little
3
They enjoy it a lot



9. How often does your child enjoy interacting with real animals? (e.g. pets or farmyard animals)1
They don’t particularly enjoy it 

4
They really, really enjoy it

2
They enjoy it a little
3
They enjoy it a lot



10. Does your child usually enjoy activities that involve animals more than activities that do not? 
Yes				No


