
Does the study provide 
evidence of face validity and 

reliability for at least one 
scale?

NO
The study does not meet the 

WWC standards.

YES

Does the scale used in the 
study closely resemble the 

intervention?

The study does not meet the 
WWC standards.

NO

Does the study ensure 
consistent data collection from 

the scale used?

The study does not meet the 
WWC standards.

YES

Does the study include a 
confounding factor, apart from 
the intervention, to which one 
group is consistently exposed 
while the other group is never 

exposed?

The study does not meet the 
WWC standards.

NO

The study is eligible for a 
comprehensive review.

Has random assignment been 
utilized for group allocation in 

the study?

NO

Baseline equivalence 
assessment is conducted for 
quasi-experimental studies.

YES

Are units assigned entirely by 
chance, ensuring that each 

unit has a nonzero probability 
of being assigned to each 

condition?

YES

NO

Following group assignment, 
has any data loss occurred, or 

have any individuals been 
added to a group afterward?

YES

Does this change result in a 
low risk of bias?

NO

This research meets WWC 
standards without reservation.

YES

Is the standardized mean 
difference in baseline (pretest) 

data equal to or less than an 
effect size of 0.05?

YES

This research meets WWC 
standards with reservations.

NO (for quasi-experimental studies)
The study does not meet the 

WWC standards.

 NO (for RCT and regression)

If  the effect size is between 
0.25 and .05, were any 

adjustments made for baseline 
group differences?

YES

NO

NO

YES

NO

YES
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Flowchart for Assessing Studies According to WWC Standards

Note. This f lowchart was developed based on the procedures outlined in the WWC Procedures and Standards 

Handbook (WWC, 2022) for the ?Reviewing Findings from Randomized Controlled Trials and Quasi Experimental 

Designs? section.
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