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Methodological details of covariates

Ethnicity
The child’s ethnicity, as indicated by the main parent respondent at child age of 9-months-old. For the purpose of statistical analyses, this was categorised into white vs any non-white ethnicity. Whilst the distribution of ethnicities was representative of the UK population at the time of sampling, ethnic diversity was still low, so the decision was made to split into two categories only for statistical analysis. 
Sex
The child’s sex, as indicated by the main parent respondent at child age of 9-months-old.
Child IQ
In line with previous MCS research, general intellectual ability was indexed with a factor score derived from principal components analysis of age-adjusted scores from three ability assessment tests: BAS Pattern Construction, BAS Word Reading (measuring educational knowledge of reading) and the National Foundation for Educational Research Progress in Maths, all measured at 7-years-old. See Flouri et al., 2018 and Hanscombe et al., 2012 for further details.
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