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Summary of Country Selection Across Four Dimensions of Pre-Analysis Variation
	Country
	Health System Organization
	Institutional Arrangement for National Clinical Guidance
	Status of National Autism-Specific Guidance
	Guideline Language

	Australia
	Federal system; states and territories deliver health services within national frameworks
	Government-supported research consortium (Autism CRC) with national approval body (NHMRC)
	Established: two national clinical practice guidelines plus related frameworks
	English

	England
	Centralized national health service (NHS England) with local commissioning
	Arm’s-length non-departmental public body (NICE)
	Established: multiple national guidelines covering all ages
	English

	Norway
	Semi-decentralized: 4 regional health authorities; municipalities deliver primary and social care
	Regional initiative (existing); national government agency (Helsedirektoratet) developing first national guideline
	Emerging: regional diagnostic guideline in de facto national use; national guideline under development
	Norwegian

	Scotland
	Devolved NHS Scotland; 14 territorial NHS boards
	Guideline network (SIGN) within HIS
	Established but aging: single national guideline (2016, revalidated 2019)
	English

	Sweden
	Decentralized: 21 regions deliver health care; 290 municipalities deliver social services
	National government agency (Socialstyrelsen)
	Established: national prioritization framework (distinct from clinical practice guideline)
	Swedish

	United States
	Federal system; states administer health, education, and disability services
	Distributed: professional societies (AAP, AACAP, APA), federal advisory body (IACC), screening task force (USPSTF), public health agency (CDC)
	No single national autism guideline; distributed professional and federal guidance
	English



Note. Countries were selected purposively to capture variation in health system organization, institutional arrangements for producing national clinical guidance, the status of national autism-specific guidance, and linguistic diversity. England and Scotland are treated as distinct guidance systems because health care governance is devolved within the United Kingdom.
Abbreviations. AACAP = American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry; AAP = American Academy of Pediatrics; APA = American Psychiatric Association; Autism CRC = Autism Cooperative Research Centre; CDC = Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; Helsedirektoratet = Norwegian Directorate of Health; HIS = Healthcare Improvement Scotland; IACC = Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee; NHMRC = National Health and Medical Research Council; NHS = National Health Service; NICE = National Institute for Health and Care Excellence; SIGN = Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network; Socialstyrelsen = Swedish National Board of Health and Welfare; USPSTF = U.S. Preventive Services Task Force.
