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Primary Guidance Documents Included in the Analysis 
	Country
	Document Title
	Issuing Body
	Year
	Document Type

	Australia
	National Guideline for Supporting the Learning, Participation, and Wellbeing of Autistic Children and Their Families in Australia
	Autism CRC
	2022
	Clinical practice guideline

	
	National Guideline for the Assessment and Diagnosis of Autism in Australia
	Autism CRC
	2018; updated 2023
	Clinical practice guideline

	England
	Autism spectrum disorder in adults: diagnosis and management (CG142)
	NICE
	2012; updated 2021
	Clinical practice guideline

	
	Autism spectrum disorder in under 19s: recognition, referral and diagnosis (CG128)
	NICE
	2011; updated 2017
	Clinical practice guideline

	
	Autism spectrum disorder in under 19s: support and management (CG170)
	NICE
	2013; updated 2021
	Clinical practice guideline

	
	Autism: quality standard (QS51)
	NICE
	2014
	Quality standard

	Norway
	Regional retningslinje for utredning og diagnostisering av autismespekterforstyrrelse (ASF)
	Oslo University Hospital / Helse Sør-Øst
	Rev. 2019
	Regional diagnostic guideline

	Scotland
	Assessment, diagnosis and interventions for autism spectrum disorders (SIGN 145)
	SIGN / HIS
	2016; revalidated 2019
	Clinical practice guideline

	Sweden
	Nationella riktlinjer 2024: Adhd och autism
	Socialstyrelsen
	2022; updated 2024
	National prioritization framework

	United States
	Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, Fifth Edition, Text Revision (DSM-5-TR)
	APA
	2022
	Diagnostic criteria

	
	Evidence-Based Practices for Children, Youth, and Young Adults with Autism: Third Generation Reviewa
	NCAEP
	2021
	Evidence synthesis

	
	2021–2023 IACC Strategic Plan for Autism Research, Services, and Policy
	IACC / HHS
	2023
	Federal advisory plan

	
	Identification, Evaluation, and Management of Children With Autism Spectrum Disorder
	AAP
	2020; reaffirmed 2025
	Professional clinical guidance

	
	National Standards Project, Phase 2a
	NAC
	2015
	Evidence synthesis

	
	Practice Parameter for the Assessment and Treatment of Children and Adolescents With Autism Spectrum Disorderb
	AACAP
	2014
	Professional clinical guidance (historical)


aEvidence-synthesis efforts that contribute to the U.S. evidence base but do not issue clinical practice recommendations. Included to illustrate the distributed character of the U.S. guidance landscape. 
bSelf-declared historical: AACAP states that practice parameters should be used only for historical purposes after five years if not updated (AACAP, n.d). Included to document AACAP’s institutional role in autism guidance.
Note. This table lists primary guidance documents analyzed for governance, participation, and implementation features. Documents are organized by country (alphabetical order). Year column shows original publication year and most recent revision or reaffirmation where applicable. Document type reflects the functional classification used in this study. Contextual and supplementary materials reviewed to support interpretation are described in the Contextual and Supplementary Documents section. Full citations for all materials reviewed are included in the reference list.
Abbreviations. AACAP = American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry; AAP = American Academy of Pediatrics; APA = American Psychiatric Association; Autism CRC = Autism Cooperative Research Centre; DSM-5-TR = Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, Fifth Edition, Text Revision; Helse Sør-Øst = South-Eastern Norway Regional Health Authority; HHS = Department of Health and Human Services; HIS = Healthcare Improvement Scotland; IACC = Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee; NAC = National Autism Center; NCAEP = National Clearinghouse on Autism Evidence and Practice; NICE = National Institute for Health and Care Excellence; SIGN = Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network; Socialstyrelsen = Swedish National Board of Health and Welfare.
