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[bookmark: _Hlk120802857]Furthermore, a set of sensitivity analyses deals with the results of the mediation analyses.  Imai et al. (2010) assert that it is a key component of causal mediation analysis to state how sensitive the findings are to a potential violation of the key identification assumption, i.e. the sequential ignorability assumption. This assumption of sequential ignorability is satisfied if (a) there are no unobserved pre-treatment covariates that influence both treatment and outcome/mediator and (b) the mediator is independent with respect to the outcome, conditional on the treatment (Imai et al., 2010, p. 310). Even though I included a full set of covariates in the mediation model to make the key assumption of sequential ignorability more credible, I follow the approach of Imai et al. (2010) and conduct a separate sensitivity analysis for each mediation. This procedure determines a sensitivity parameter ρ as the correlation of the error of the mediation model and the error of the outcome model for which the ACME is zero. Put differently, the higher the value of ρ, the more the errors have to correlate for the average causal mediation effect to disappear and, therefore, the less sensitive the results. Appendix A depicts the ACME contingent on ρ for all four mediation effects. The results show that the results for H3b are the most sensitive whereas the results for H4a are the least sensitive to a potential violation of the underlying sequential ignorability assumption.


Appendix A: Sensitivity Analyses – Average Causal Mediation Effects at Different Values of ρ
	[bookmark: _Hlk124143718]
	ρ at which ACME equals zero

	H3a: supervisory responsibility → permanent availability → sickness absenteeism
	-0.030

	H3b: supervisory responsibility → time pressure → sickness absenteeism
	-0.019

	H4a: supervisory responsibility → permanent availability → sickness presenteeism
	0.110

	H4b: supervisory responsibility → time pressure → sickness presenteeism
	0.102


Note. Calculations of the sensitivity analyses are based on the mediation analyses in Table 4. Own calculations based on data from the LPP-ADIAB 2012–2019 and the IAB Establishment Panel 2012–2019

