Supplementary material S1 – Landscape comparison
[bookmark: _GoBack]Table S1.1 Comparison between the two landscapes (North-East Germany and South Germany) concerning their landscape composition, landscape configuration and weather. To calculate the dispersion index, we used all wheat fields within and neighbouring the hares’ home ranges. We measured the distance between the centroids of these wheat fields and standardized the value by dividing the standard deviation by the mean. We furthermore calculated the mean distance between neighbouring wheat fields (mean distance to nearest wheat field), by averaging over all distances to the nearest wheat fields. Weather variables were calculated using hourly information provided by the German Weather Service (Deutscher Wetterdienst, DWD). We averaged the temperature and summed the precipitation over two years 2014 and 2015. We retrieved the weather information for NE Germany from Feldberg, which is located 12 km west from the centre of the study area. The weather information for S Germany was obtained from the weather station at the Munich airport, 9 km from the study centre, for southern Germany.
	
	North-East Germany
	South Germany

	Mean field size
	27 ha
	3 ha

	% urban areas
	3
	6

	% arable areas
	73
	61.7

	% non-arable vegetation
	20
	31.9

	% water bodies and streams
	3
	0.4

	% wheat
	39
	28

	% grassland
	8
	10

	% maize
	16
	21

	% rape
	17
	6

	Mean temperature (2014 and 2015)
	10.3 ± 6.4 °C
	10.9 ± 7.2°C

	Cumulative precipitation (2014 and 2015 combined)
	1209 mm
	1261 mm

	Mean ± SD of field edge length
	2490 ± 1411 m
	743 ± 480 m

	Range of field edge length
	356 m – 10708 m 
	22 m – 3407 m

	Dispersion index wheat fields
	0.697
	0.690

	Mean distance to nearest wheat field
	170 m
	151 m

	Range distance to nearest wheat field
	26 m – 306 m
	0 m – 363 m



