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Supplemental Fig. 1 Protein levels for unphosphorylated stress-activated kinases and transcripiton factors downstream of the MAPK pathways in aortas isolated from aged (20- to 23-months-old) and young (3-months-old) rats. Representative Western blots for total p38 (A), ERK (B), JNK (C), MK2 (D), CREB (E), and HSP27 (F), as well as their respective house keeping protein tubulin or GAPDH. Aged rat aortas had lower protein levels of total p38 (G) compared to young rat aortas. However, no differences were observed between young and aged rat aortas for protein levels of total ERK (H), JNK (I), MK2 (J) or CREB (K). However, aged rat aortas had higher protein levels for HSP27 (L). Data were presented as individual data points each representing an individual animal (F-J). Bars represent mean and error bars represent standard deviation. N = 8. [Statistical analysis: Mann-Whitney test (G-L)]. MAPK = mitogen-activated protein kinase, ERK = Extracellular-signal-regulated kinase, JNK = c-Jun N-terminal kinases, MK-2 = MAPK-activated protein kinase 2, CREB = cAMP response element-binding protein, HSP27 = heat shock protein 27
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