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Figure 1. Covariate balance before and after propensity score matching. Absolute standardized mean differences (SMDs) are shown for the covariates included in the propensity score model before and after matching. The dashed vertical line indicates an absolute SMD of 0.10, the prespecified threshold for acceptable covariate balance. Propensity score matching substantially improved covariate balance, although some residual imbalance remained for Simpson grade.
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