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Supplementary Materials 3: Levels of evidence for the diagnosis of PPA

This rating indicates the degree to which the participant’s or participants’ speech-language and cognitive
characteristics are consistent with consensus definitions of PPA (e.g., Mesulam, 2001) and PPA subtype (e.g.,
Gorno-Tempini et al., 2011).

a. Level 1: PPA diagnosis and subtype diagnosis are supported by adequate assessment information:
speech, language, and cognitive data presented in support of PPA diagnosis. No exclusionary features
documented (e.g., early, prominent visuospatial or behavioral changes). If non-speech/language
impairments noted, they must not have been early and prominent features. To be considered a Level 1
study, there must be sufficient cognitive and speech-language data to document that speech-language
deficits were/are greater than cognitive deficits. Additionally, adequate information must be given to
establish subtype diagnosis relative to stated criteria (does not need to be Gorno-Tempini, et al., 2011).
This can include participants who are “mixed” or do not neatly fit a subtype.

b. Level 2: Adequate information to confirm PPA diagnosis, but not for diagnosis by subtype. Incomplete
diagnostic information for subtyping (e.g., statement that the participant met diagnostic criteria, but
insufficient assessment data provided) or exclusionary features for stated subtype noted.

c. Level 3: Inadequate diagnostic information to confirm PPA diagnosis or subtype; no exclusionary
behaviors/features.

d. Level 4: Stated diagnosis of PPA and/or subtype, but NO description of characteristics in support of the
diagnosis.

e. Level 5: Descriptions that are contradictory to the stated criteria for diagnosis of PPA and PPA subtype.
Or NO DIAGNOSTIC CRITERIA INDICATED.



