[image: ]Figure 1: Median importance score with upper and lower quartile for each medication information item of cardiology patients (1=unimportant to 5=important). In black score of informed patients, in white score of uninformed patients. Proportions represent the percentage of uninformed patients. 
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What your medicine is called* (8.5%)
What your medicine is for* (1.7%)
What it does* (11.8%)

How it works* (30.7%)

How long it will take to act* (40.9%)

How you can tell if it is working* (46.5%)

How long you will need to be on your medicine* (33.6%)
How to use your medicine* (6.8%)

How to get a further supply* (11.9%)

Whether the medicine has any unwanted effects (side effects)* (33.6%)
What are the risks of you getting side effects* (50.4%)

What you should do if you experience unwanted side effects* (46.2%)
Whether you can drink alcohol whilst taking this medicine* (39.7%)
Whether the medicine interferes with other medicines* (51.7%)
Whether the medicine will make you feel drowsy* (52.1%)

Whether the medicine will affect your sex life* (70.7%)

What you should do if you forget to take a dose* (31.4%)

What the benefits are of the medicine** (26.1%)

What the consequencesare if you take the medicine late** (53.8%)
Whether there are alternatives** (74.6%)

Whether another medicine is needed due to side effects** (67.8%)




