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SUPPORTING INFORMATION A: Variable descriptives
Table A1. Descriptives of dependent, independent and control variables
	Variable name
	Scale 
	Mean (std. dev.)1
	N individuals (countries)

	Internal efficacy
	0 (low) – 1 (high) 
	0.376
	(0.002)
	36,313 (20)

	External efficacy
	0 (low) – 1 (high) 
	0.347
	(0.002)
	36,310 (20)

	Political trust
	0 (low) – 1 (high) 
	0.388
	(0.002)
	285,369 (30)

	Political interest
	0 (low) – 1 (high) 
	0.476
	(0.002)
	287,532 (30)

	Turnout
	0=did not vote
1=voted
	0.749
	(0.003)
	271,096 (30)

	Disability
	0=no disability
1=disability
	0.273
	(0.003)
	287,270 (30)

	Discrimination
	0=no disability
1=disability, no discrimination
2=disability, discrimination
	0.278
	(0.003)
	287,270 (30)

	Age
	Years (18 and older) 
	48.965
	(0.129)
	287,057 (30)

	Female
	0=male
1=female
	0.515
	(0.004)
	288,076 (30)

	Immigration background
	0=no immigration background
1=immigration background
	0.146
	(0.003)
	286,660 (30)

	Education
	Years
	12.610
	(0.028)
	285,345 (30)

	Income
	1 (1st decile) – 10 (10th decile) 
	5.430
	(0.020)
	216,388 (30)

	Workplace
	0= unemployed/ cannot work because permanently sick or disabled/doing housework/looking after dependents/retired
1=in paid work/ education/military and community service
	0.603
	(0.004)
	283,419 (30)

	Social integration
	1=never
2=less than once a month
3=once a month
4=several times a month
5=once a week
6=several times a week
7=every day
	4.842
	(0.011)
	287,316 (30)

	Religious attendance
	0=less frequent attendance than monthly/no attendance
1=monthly or higher attendance
	0.218
	(0.003)
	286,909 (30)

	Party ID
	0=no PID
1= not at all close
2=not close
3=quite close
4=very close
	1.451
	(0.011)
	252,776 (30)


1 Post-stratification weights applied.



SUPPORTING INFORMATION B: The roles of age and disability in political interest and turnout 
Table B1 lists the mean levels of political interest and percentages of electoral turnout among Europeans with and without disabilities for four different age groups. Political interest increases with age, but it does so at a much lower rate among people with disabilities. Among those up to 30 years old, people with disabilities are actually more interested in politics. This difference vanishes in the next age group (31-45) and reverses thereafter. Among the oldest age group, 66 and above, people with a disability have six per cent lower interest levels. The pattern is similar for turnout: while among the youngest voters no difference exists between those with and without a disability, their turnout rates diverge with increasing age (cf. Schur et al. 2005). In the highest age group, voters with a disability turn out eight per cent less than voters without a disability.
However, since political interest and turnout increase with age, both among people with and without disabilities, older people with disabilities still have higher levels than younger people with or without disabilities. At the same time, greater numbers of older than younger people have a disability. Consequently, if one fails to control for age, the relationship between disability and political engagement can be obscured, as the negative effect of disability is counteracted by a positive effect of age.

[bookmark: _Hlk495491355]Table B1. Political interest and electoral turnout among people with and without a disability in different age groups
	
	
	No disability
	Disability
	Difference

	Political  interest 
(0-1)
	30 years and younger
	0.406 [0.402, 0.410]
	0.436 [0.426, 0.446]
	-0.030 [-0.041, -0.020]

	
	31-45 years
	0.463 [0.460, 0.465]
	0.456 [0.449, 0.463]
	0.006 [-0.001, 0.014]

	
	46-65 years 
	0.517 [0.514, 0.520]
	0.493 [0.489, 0.498]
	0.024 [0.018, 0.029]

	
	66 years and older
	0.519 [0.515, 0.524]
	0.460 [0.455, 0.465]
	0.059 [0.053, 0.066]

	Electoral turnout
(%)
	30 years and younger
	63.9 [63.2, 64.5]
	64.4 [62.6, 66.3]
	-0.6 [-2.5, 1.4]

	
	31-45 years
	76.9 [76.4, 77.3]
	73.9 [72.8, 74.9]
	3.0 [1.9, 4.2]

	
	46-65 years 
	85.2 [84.8, 85.5]
	80.4 [79.8, 81.0]
	4.8 [4.1, 5.5]

	
	66 years and older
	88.3 [87.9, 88.8]
	80.2 [79.6, 80.8]
	8.2 [7.4, 9.0]


Values are means of political interest and percentages of turnout among people with and without a disability and differences with 95% confidence intervals in brackets. Post-stratification weights applied.

SUPPORTING INFORMATION C: Robustness checks of the effects of disability on political orientations

Table C1. Multilevel regression of political orientations on disability
	
	Multilevel linear regression
	Multilevel logit regression

	
	Internal efficacy
	External efficacy
	Political trust
	Political interest
	Turnout

	Disability
	-0.061***
	-0.046***
	-0.030***
	-0.008
	-0.012

	
	(0.007)
	(0.005)
	(0.004)
	(0.005)
	(0.037)

	Constant
	0.385***
	0.353***
	0.412***
	0.456***
	1.347***

	
	(0.021)
	(0.024)
	(0.015)
	(0.016)
	(0.112)

	Intercept variance
	0.007
	0.009
	0.009
	0.006
	0.331

	
	(0.002)
	(0.002)
	(0.002)
	(0.001)
	(0.071)

	BIC
	-2982
	-11206
	-75280
	68776
	191323

	N level 1 (level 2)
	28520 (19)
	28520 (19)
	207289 (30)
	208325 (30)
	197989 (30)


* p<.05; ** p<.01; *** p<.001. Level-2 units are countries. All models include year fixed effects. Post-stratification weights applied.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Table C2. Multilevel ordered logit regression of political interest on disability
	
	(a)
	(b)
	(c)
	(d)

	Disability
	-0.157***
	-0.004
	
	

	
	(0.020)
	(0.019)
	
	

	Disability, no 
	
	
	-0.160***
	-0.003

	discrimination1
	
	
	(0.019)
	(0.018)

	Disability, 
	
	
	0.015
	0.308**

	discrimination1
	
	
	(0.101)
	(0.098)

	Age
	0.058***
	0.042***
	0.057***
	0.042***

	
	(0.004)
	(0.005)
	(0.004)
	(0.005)

	Age squared
	-0.000***
	-0.000**
	-0.000***
	-0.000**

	
	(0.000)
	(0.000)
	(0.000)
	(0.000)

	Female
	-0.565***
	-0.556***
	-0.565***
	-0.556***

	
	(0.031)
	(0.023)
	(0.031)
	(0.023)

	Immigration 
	-0.045
	-0.014
	-0.045
	-0.011

	background
	(0.049)
	(0.041)
	(0.049)
	(0.043)

	Education
	
	0.137***
	
	0.138***

	
	
	(0.006)
	
	(0.006)

	Income
	
	0.066***
	
	0.067***

	
	
	(0.007)
	
	(0.007)

	Workplace
	
	0.032
	
	0.032

	
	
	(0.024)
	
	(0.024)

	Social integration
	
	0.059***
	
	0.059***

	
	
	(0.007)
	
	(0.008)

	Religious 
	
	0.099**
	
	0.101**

	attendance
	
	(0.030)
	
	(0.032)

	Intercept variance
	0.000
	0.000
	0.000
	0.000

	
	(0.000)
	(0.000)
	(0.000)
	(0.0400)

	BIC
	496794
	479053
	496798
	479047

	N level 1 (level 2)
	208325 (30)
	208325 (30)
	208325 (30)
	208325 (30)


* p<.05; ** p<.01; *** p<.001. Level-2 units are countries. All models include year fixed effects. Post-stratification weights applied.
1 Reference category = no disability. Coefficients (SE) of disability, discrimination with reference category = disability, no discrimination: c: 0.176 (0.093); d: 0.304** (0.093)
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Table C3. Linear regression of internal and external efficacy on disability with country fixed effects
	
	(1) Internal efficacy
	(2) External efficacy

	
	(a)
	(b)
	(c)
	(d)
	(a)
	(b)
	(c)
	(d)

	Disability
	-0.033***
	-0.009
	
	
	-0.034***
	-0.016***
	
	

	
	(0.006)
	(0.005)
	
	
	(0.004)
	(0.003)
	
	

	Disability, no 
	
	
	-0.034***
	-0.010
	
	
	-0.033***
	-0.016***

	discrimination1
	
	
	(0.006)
	(0.005)
	
	
	(0.004)
	(0.004)

	Disability, 
	
	
	0.006
	0.057*
	
	
	-0.077***
	-0.035

	discrimination1
	
	
	(0.021)
	(0.026)
	
	
	(0.015)
	(0.017)

	Age
	0.005***
	0.002**
	0.005***
	0.002**
	-0.001
	-0.003**
	-0.001
	-0.003**

	
	(0.001)
	(0.001)
	(0.001)
	(0.001)
	(0.001)
	(0.001)
	(0.001)
	(0.001)

	Age squared
	-0.000***
	-0.000***
	-0.000***
	-0.000***
	-0.000
	0.000**
	-0.000
	0.000**

	
	(0.000)
	(0.000)
	(0.000)
	(0.000)
	(0.000)
	(0.000)
	(0.000)
	(0.000)

	Female
	-0.071***
	-0.065***
	-0.071***
	-0.065***
	-0.022***
	-0.019***
	-0.022***
	-0.019***

	
	(0.004)
	(0.004)
	(0.004)
	(0.004)
	(0.003)
	(0.003)
	(0.003)
	(0.003)

	Immigration 
	-0.019
	-0.013
	-0.019
	-0.013
	-0.001
	0.002
	-0.001
	0.002

	background
	(0.010)
	(0.010)
	(0.010)
	(0.010)
	(0.011)
	(0.010)
	(0.011)
	(0.010)

	Education
	
	0.015***
	
	0.015***
	
	0.008***
	
	0.008***

	
	
	(0.001)
	
	(0.001)
	
	(0.001)
	
	(0.001)

	Income
	
	0.010***
	
	0.010***
	
	0.008***
	
	0.008***

	
	
	(0.001)
	
	(0.001)
	
	(0.000)
	
	(0.000)

	Workplace
	
	0.012*
	
	0.013*
	
	0.019***
	
	0.019***

	
	
	(0.005)
	
	(0.005)
	
	(0.005)
	
	(0.005)

	Social 
	
	0.010***
	
	0.011***
	
	0.007***
	
	0.007***

	integration
	
	(0.002)
	
	(0.002)
	
	(0.001)
	
	(0.001)

	Religious 
	
	0.019***
	
	0.020***
	
	0.042***
	
	0.041***

	attendance
	
	(0.004)
	
	(0.004)
	
	(0.004)
	
	(0.004)

	Constant
	0.365***
	0.075**
	0.365***
	0.075**
	0.347***
	0.162***
	0.346***
	0.162***

	
	(0.020)
	(0.022)
	(0.020)
	(0.022)
	(0.020)
	(0.020)
	(0.020)
	(0.020)

	Adjusted R2
	0.166
	0.241
	0.166
	0.241
	0.187
	0.229
	0.187
	0.230

	N
	28520
	28520
	28520
	28520
	28520
	28520
	28520
	28520


* p<.05; ** p<.01; *** p<.001. All models include country and year fixed effects; standard errors are country-clustered. Post-stratification weights applied. 
1 Reference category = no disability. Coefficients (SE) of disability, discrimination with reference category = disability, no discrimination: 1c: 0.039 (0.022); 1d: 0.067* (0.027); 2c: -0.045** (0.016); 2d: -0.019 (0.017)



Table C4. Linear regression of political trust and interest on disability with country fixed effects
	
	(3) Political trust
	(4) Political interest

	
	(a)
	(b)
	(c)
	(d)
	(e)
	(a)
	(b)
	(c)
	(d)

	Disability
	-0.034***
	-0.023***
	
	
	
	-0.024***
	0.001
	
	

	
	(0.003)
	(0.002)
	
	
	
	(0.003)
	(0.003)
	
	

	Disability, no 
	
	
	-0.023***
	-0.033***
	-0.015***
	
	
	-0.024***
	0.000

	discrimination1
	
	
	(0.002)
	(0.003)
	(0.003)
	
	
	(0.003)
	(0.002)

	Disability, 
	
	
	-0.066***
	-0.089***
	-0.030*
	
	
	-0.001
	0.040**

	discrimination1
	
	
	(0.012)
	(0.013)
	(0.012)
	
	
	(0.015)
	(0.014)

	Age
	-0.002***
	-0.004***
	-0.003***
	-0.002***
	-0.003***
	0.009***
	0.006***
	0.009***
	0.006***

	
	(0.000)
	(0.001)
	(0.001)
	(0.000)
	(0.001)
	(0.001)
	(0.001)
	(0.001)
	(0.001)

	Age squared
	0.000***
	0.000***
	0.000***
	0.000***
	0.000***
	-0.000***
	-0.000**
	-0.000***
	-0.000**

	
	(0.000)
	(0.000)
	(0.000)
	(0.000)
	(0.000)
	(0.000)
	(0.000)
	(0.000)
	(0.000)

	Female
	-0.007**
	-0.005**
	-0.005**
	-0.007**
	0.001
	-0.086***
	-0.080***
	-0.086***
	-0.080***

	
	(0.002)
	(0.002)
	(0.002)
	(0.002)
	(0.003)
	(0.005)
	(0.004)
	(0.005)
	(0.004)

	Immigration 
	0.016*
	0.017**
	0.017**
	0.016*
	0.021***
	-0.006
	-0.002
	-0.006
	-0.002

	background
	(0.006)
	(0.006)
	(0.006)
	(0.006)
	(0.005)
	(0.008)
	(0.006)
	(0.008)
	(0.006)

	Education
	
	0.004***
	0.004***
	
	0.001
	
	0.019***
	
	0.019***

	
	
	(0.001)
	(0.001)
	
	(0.000)
	
	(0.001)
	
	(0.001)

	Income
	
	0.005***
	0.005***
	
	0.002***
	
	0.010***
	
	0.010***

	
	
	(0.001)
	(0.001)
	
	(0.001)
	
	(0.001)
	
	(0.001)

	Workplace
	
	0.014***
	0.014***
	
	0.007
	
	0.004
	
	0.004

	
	
	(0.003)
	(0.003)
	
	(0.005)
	
	(0.004)
	
	(0.004)

	Social 
	
	0.004***
	0.004***
	
	0.001
	
	0.008***
	
	0.008***

	integration
	
	(0.001)
	(0.001)
	
	(0.001)
	
	(0.001)
	
	(0.001)

	Religious 
	
	0.044***
	0.044***
	
	0.031***
	
	0.016***
	
	0.016***

	attendance
	
	(0.003)
	(0.003)
	
	(0.005)
	
	(0.004)
	
	(0.004)

	External 
	
	
	
	
	0.624***
	
	
	
	

	efficacy
	
	
	
	
	(0.019)
	
	
	
	

	Constant
	0.466***
	0.352***
	0.352***
	0.466***
	0.215***
	0.356***
	0.039
	0.357***
	0.040

	
	(0.019)
	(0.020)
	(0.020)
	(0.019)
	(0.014)
	(0.017)
	(0.027)
	(0.017)
	(0.027)

	Adjusted R2
	0.206
	0.225
	0.226
	0.206
	0.515
	0.111
	0.185
	0.111
	0.185

	N
	207289
	207289
	207289
	207289
	28440
	208325
	208325
	208325
	208325


* p<.05; ** p<.01; *** p<.001. All models include country and year fixed effects; standard errors are country-clustered. Post-stratification weights applied.
1 Reference category = no disability. Coefficients (SE) of disability, discrimination with reference category = disability, no discrimination: 3c: -0.056***
(0.012); 3d: -0.044** (0.011); 3e: -0.015 (0.011); 4c: 0.025 (0.014); 4d: 0.040** (0.013)


Table C5. Logistic regression of turnout on disability with country fixed effects
	
	(5) Turnout

	
	(a)
	(b)
	(c)
	(d)
	(e)

	Disability
	-0.316***
	-0.154***
	
	
	

	
	(0.019)
	(0.017)
	
	
	

	Disability, no 
	
	
	-0.311***
	-0.153***
	-0.180***

	discrimination1
	
	
	(0.019)
	(0.017)
	(0.017)

	Disability, 
	
	
	-0.519***
	-0.204*
	-0.339***

	discrimination1
	
	
	(0.092)
	(0.097)
	(0.102)

	Age
	0.101***
	0.093***
	0.101***
	0.093***
	0.085***

	
	(0.005)
	(0.006)
	(0.005)
	(0.007)
	(0.006)

	Age squared
	-0.001***
	-0.001***
	-0.001***
	-0.001***
	-0.001***

	
	(0.000)
	(0.000)
	(0.000)
	(0.000)
	(0.000)

	Female
	-0.048
	-0.024
	-0.048
	-0.024
	0.160***

	
	(0.028)
	(0.026)
	(0.028)
	(0.026)
	(0.023)

	Immigration 
	-0.752***
	-0.768***
	-0.752***
	-0.768***
	-0.814***

	background
	(0.094)
	(0.088)
	(0.094)
	(0.088)
	(0.087)

	Education
	
	0.091***
	
	0.091***
	0.052***

	
	
	(0.008)
	
	(0.008)
	(0.007)

	Income
	
	0.080***
	
	0.080***
	0.062***

	
	
	(0.008)
	
	(0.008)
	(0.007)

	Workplace
	
	0.136***
	
	0.135***
	0.139***

	
	
	(0.028)
	
	(0.028)
	(0.033)

	Social 
	
	0.078***
	
	0.078***
	0.061***

	integration
	
	(0.008)
	
	(0.008)
	(0.007)

	Religious 
	
	0.437***
	
	0.437***
	0.388***

	attendance
	
	(0.040)
	
	(0.040)
	(0.042)

	Political 
	
	
	
	
	1.609***

	interest
	
	
	
	
	(0.106)

	Party
	
	
	
	
	0.367***

	identification
	
	
	
	
	(0.026)

	Constant
	-0.870***
	-2.996***
	-0.873***
	-2.996***
	-3.304***

	
	(0.138)
	(0.140)
	(0.138)
	(0.140)
	(0.139)

	Adjusted R2
	0.096
	0.127
	0.096
	0.127
	0.198

	N
	197989
	197989
	197989
	197989
	174179


* p<.05; ** p<.01; *** p<.001. All models include country and year fixed effects; standard errors are country-clustered. Post-stratification weights applied.
1 Reference category = no disability. Coefficients (SE) of disability, discrimination with reference category = disability, no discrimination: 5c: -0.207* (0.091); 5d: -0.051 (0.096); 5e: -0.159 (0.101)







Table C6. Multilevel regression analyses of the effect of disability on the three components of political trust
	
	Parliament
	Politicians
	Parties

	
	(a)
	(d)
	(e)
	(a)
	(d)
	(e)
	(a)
	(d)
	(e)

	Disability
	-0.040***
	
	
	-0.033***
	
	
	-0.029***
	
	

	
	(0.003)
	
	
	(0.003)
	
	
	(0.003)
	
	

	Disability, no 
	
	-0.025***
	-0.020***
	
	-0.023***
	-0.015***
	
	-0.020***
	-0.010**

	discrimination1
	
	(0.003)
	(0.004)
	
	(0.002)
	(0.003)
	
	(0.002)
	(0.003)

	Disability, 
	
	-0.069***
	-0.037
	
	-0.064***
	-0.032*
	
	-0.066***
	-0.019

	discrimination1
	
	(0.013)
	(0.021)
	
	(0.013)
	(0.013)
	
	(0.012)
	(0.017)

	Age
	-0.002***
	-0.003***
	-0.003***
	-0.002***
	-0.003***
	-0.003***
	-0.004***
	-0.004***
	-0.003***

	
	(0.000)
	(0.000)
	(0.001)
	(0.000)
	(0.001)
	(0.001)
	(0.001)
	(0.001)
	(0.001)

	Age 
	0.000***
	0.000***
	0.000***
	0.000***
	0.000***
	0.000***
	0.000***
	0.000***
	0.000***

	squared
	(0.000)
	(0.000)
	(0.000)
	(0.000)
	(0.000)
	(0.000)
	(0.000)
	(0.000)
	(0.000)

	Female
	-0.017***
	-0.015***
	-0.010*
	0.001
	0.002
	0.009*
	-0.001
	-0.001
	0.005

	
	(0.003)
	(0.002)
	(0.004)
	(0.002)
	(0.002)
	(0.004)
	(0.002)
	(0.002)
	(0.003)

	Immigration 
	0.019**
	0.021**
	0.029***
	0.012*
	0.012*
	0.014*
	0.014*
	0.015*
	0.015**

	background
	(0.007)
	(0.007)
	(0.006)
	(0.006)
	(0.006)
	(0.005)
	(0.006)
	(0.006)
	(0.006)

	Education
	
	0.006***
	0.003***
	
	0.004***
	-0.000
	
	0.003***
	-0.001

	
	
	(0.001)
	(0.001)
	
	(0.001)
	(0.000)
	
	(0.001)
	(0.000)

	Workplace
	
	0.007***
	0.004***
	
	0.005***
	0.002**
	
	0.004***
	0.001

	
	
	(0.001)
	(0.001)
	
	(0.001)
	(0.001)
	
	(0.001)
	(0.000)

	Income
	
	0.019***
	0.012*
	
	0.012***
	0.005
	
	0.011***
	0.005

	
	
	(0.003)
	(0.006)
	
	(0.003)
	(0.005)
	
	(0.002)
	(0.005)

	Social 
	
	0.004***
	0.001
	
	0.004***
	0.001
	
	0.004***
	-0.000

	integration
	
	(0.001)
	(0.001)
	
	(0.001)
	(0.001)
	
	(0.001)
	(0.001)

	Religious 
	
	0.044***
	0.034***
	
	0.046***
	0.031***
	
	0.042***
	0.026***

	attendance
	
	(0.003)
	(0.006)
	
	(0.003)
	(0.005)
	
	(0.003)
	(0.006)

	External
	
	
	0.632***
	
	
	0.643***
	
	
	0.608***

	efficacy
	
	
	(0.020)
	
	
	(0.019)
	
	
	(0.018)

	Constant
	0.504***
	0.359***
	0.195***
	0.406***
	0.305***
	0.138***
	0.414***
	0.330***
	0.204***

	
	(0.019)
	(0.019)
	(0.019)
	(0.020)
	(0.019)
	(0.016)
	(0.026)
	(0.025)
	(0.025)

	Intercept 
	0.010
	0.010
	0.004
	0.009
	0.009
	0.003
	0.010
	0.010
	0.004

	variance
	(0.002)
	(0.002)
	(0.001)
	(0.002)
	(0.002)
	(0.001)
	(0.002)
	(0.002)
	(0.001)

	BIC
	-17922
	-23664
	-11033
	-46609
	-50348
	-16473
	-46739
	-49221
	-16403

	N level 1 (level 2)
	204623 (30)
	204623 (30)
	28120 (19)
	206036 (30)
	206036 (30)
	28310 (19)
	180206 (29)
	180206 (29)
	28205 (19)


* p<.05; ** p<.01; *** p<.001. All models include year fixed effects. Models are equivalent to Models 3a, 3d and 3e.
1 Reference category = no disability. Coefficients (SE) of disability, discrimination with reference category = disability, no discrimination: Parliament (d):  -0.044***
(0.012); (e): -.017 (.021); Politicians (d): -.041** (.012); (e): -.018 (.013); Parties (d): -.046*** (.011); (e): -.009 (.016)


SUPPORTING INFORMATION D: Effects of disability on political orientations per survey round

[image: ]
Figure D1. The effects of disability on political orientations in each round of the European Social Survey (ESS)
Notes: The values represent coefficients of disability with 95% CIs from multilevel linear (in the case of turnout, logistic) regression models equivalent to Models 3a-d, 4a-d and 5a-d in Tables 2 and 3. For Models (c) and (d), the coefficient comparing citizens with disabilities who do not feel discriminated against with citizens without disabilities is shown. Models 1 and 2 are not shown because internal and external efficacy was only measured in Round 7 of the ESS. 
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