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a1 Theory Summary

Our theoretical expectations are summarized in Table A.1. It indicates what kinds of bias
people expect from each type of media in societies that expect neutrality from their public
broadcasters. For example, left-leaning viewers generally expect private left-wing media
to cover issues from left-wing perspectives, public broadcasters to be neutral, and private
right-wing media to be more left-wing. When coverage deviates from these expectations,

people are less likely to trust the coverage.

Table A.1: What viewers expect from media in societies that expect neutrality from their
public broadcasters

Left-wing Public Right-wing
private media  media private media
Left-leaning Left bias No bias Left bias
Viewers’ political ideology Center No bias No bias No bias
Right-leaning ~ Right bias  No bias  Right bias

As Table A.1 indicates, we expect that individuals, regardless of political ideology, will
be less likely to trust biased media coverage from public media, while those who disagree
with the biased coverage are more likely to distrust it from private media. Note that this
expectation only holds in societies that expect neutrality from their public broadcasters;
otherwise, the role of political ideology should become stronger when people evaluate
biased coverage from public media.

We can illustrate our theoretical intuition with a hypothetical case. Suppose that
there is an event in which a political actor is involved. Media may or may not add an
ideological slant in covering the event more favorably or unfavorably towards the actor.
In this case, we argue that people expect that public media should not add a slant to
the coverage, and if they detect such a slant in the coverage, they are less likely to trust
it. By contrast, people expect that private media should cover the event in a way that is
consistent with their own political ideology. Thus, if they detect a slant in the coverage

that is not consistent with their political ideology, they are less likely to trust it.
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a2 TV Program Analyses

A2.1 Summary of the Data

Before administering the survey and survey experiment to ascertain our assumption about
public media neutrality, we collected unique textual data about Japanese television pro-
grams through M Data, which collects and transcribes visual information into textual
information. The data we collected cover programs broadcast between 2001 and 2015 by
NHK and the five major private companies — Nippon TV (NTV), Asahi TV (EX), TBS,
Fuji TV (CX), and TV Tokyo (TX). We used Tokyo-based program listings.

From the vast amount of data available through M Data, we used keywords to extract
war-related programs and their textual information. We employed the following search
words: “sensou” [war], “heiwa” [peace], “shusen” [end of war|, and Yasukuni. The vari-
ables we collected include the title of each program, the frequency of war-related words
within the program, a summarized content of the program, length of coverage, date of
broadcast and television station. In total, we collected 8,119 programs. We combined
the rows for the title and content variables in our analyses.

We took several common measures to analyze Japanese textual information. We first
replaced Arabic numbers with Chinese characters. We then used MeCab (a morphological
language analysis tool for Japanese developed by Taku Kudo, http://taku910.github.
io/mecab/) and mecab-ipadic-NEologd (a dictionary for MeCab developed by Toshinori
Sato, https://github.com/neologd/mecab-ipadic-neologd) to disaggregate each sen-
tence into different parts of speech. Third, we removed terms that do not contain mean-
ingful information, such as terms composed of only hiragana letters or numbers. Ex-
cluding terms with only hiragana letters corresponds to excluding stop words in other

languages. All analyses were done with the statistical software R.
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A2.2 Analyses

Figure A.1: Percentage of programs including editorial by commentators
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[TV

studio] from the text data. Krauss (1998) considers television reports without editorial or commentary as straight news,
which simply report events as they are. Although gate-keeping or coverage bias can occur in straight news, such reports
are often considered to have less statement bias, which is what this paper examines. Krauss (1998) also points out that
NHK has a higher percentage of straight news than commercial broadcasters.
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Figure A.2: Exclusivity for each topic (from 10 to 200 Topics)

9.8

9.6

Average Exclusivity

9.4

50 100 150 200
Number of Topics

Note: we used the structural topic model (STM) developed by Roberts et al. (2016) and classified topics into different
categories and then examined how many topics each TV station covered each year. We first created a 8,119 x 21,266
document-feature matrix, where 8,119 is the number of programs and 21,266 the number of terms. We then determined
the effective number of categories by calculating the so-called exclusivity measure. The figure shows the exclusivity measures
for each topic calculated by the model. We can see that the exclusivity value becomes stable after the number of topics
hits 100. Following the finding, we adopted the 100-topic model.
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Figure A.3: Number of topics reported by each TV station
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A3 Descriptive Statistics

Table A.2: Summary of experimental design

Public media Left-leaning media Right-leaning media

No bias Group 1 (NHK, Control) Group 3 (Ex, Control) Group 5 (NTV, Control)
Pro-government bias ~ Group 2 (NHK, Bias) Group 4 (EX, Bias) Group 6 (NTV, Bias)
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Table A.3: Summary statistics for key demographic variables

EX EX NHK NHK NTV NTV

Characteristic Control Bias Control Bias Control Bias
N = 381 N = 382 N = 374 N = 380 N =384 N =385

Female 174 (46%) 187 (49%) 163 (44%) 197 (52%) 184 (48%) 183 (48%)
Age 50 (12) 49 (12) 49 (12) 48 (13) 49 (12) 50 (12)
College education 217 (57%) 249 (65%) 218 (58%) 219 (58%) 234 (61%) 233 (61%)
Respondent’s ideology 5.28 (1.84) 5.07 (1.80) 5.22 (1.96) 5.07 (1.85) 5.05 (1.69) 5.28 (1.78)
Political Interest 2.64 (1.15) 2.63 (1.19) 2.68 (1.20) 2.78 (1.17) 2.74 (1.17) 2.60 (1.15)
Frequency of Viewing TV 424 (1.26) 4.05 (1.35) 4.17 (1.27) 4.19 (1.27) 4.21 (1.20) 4.17 (1.27)
Credibility of EX 3.44 (1.04) 3.55 (1.00) 3.35 (1.12) 3.54 (1.03) 3.31 (1.02) 3.33 (1.01)
Credibility of NHK 3.15 (1.06) 3.27 (1.11) 3.09 (1.08) 3.23 (1.07) 3.08 (1.12) 3.08 (1.03)
Credibility of NTV 3.18 (0.94) 3.34 (0.93) 3.10 (0.98) 3.26 (0.92) 3.13 (0.92) 3.17 (0.93)
Credibility of Abe Administration 3.30 (1.18) 3.43 (1.21) 3.41 (1.22) 3.40 (1.19) 3.45 (1.17) 3.30 (1.17)

Mean (Standard deviation); N (%) for female and college education



Table A.4: A comparison between the sample and the national census (2015)

Census (2015)  Our sample

Female 51.32% 47.06%
Age 18-29 13.61% 6.02%
Age 30-39 14.53% 21.88%
Age 40-49 17.30% 25.26%
Age 50-59 14.60% 22.70%
Age 60— 39.97% 24.13%

Source: https://www.e-stat.go.jp/stat-search/file-download?statInfId=000031473212&fileKind=1
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a4 Survey Procedure

We conducted our online survey via Nikkei Research Inc. (https://www.nikkei-r.co.
jp/english/). We recruited survey participants from August 27 to 29, 2019. We asked
Nikkei Research to send an invitation email to their sample pool, who were then directed
to our Qualtrics survey website.

We obtained a total of 2,656 respondents. We included three screening questions:
whether respondents were over the age of 18, held Japanese citizenship, and lived in
Japan. Those who failed to meet these criteria were excluded from our analyses. Fol-
lowing Aronow et al. (2019), we employed attention check questions to ensure sample
quality. In this question, regardless of the actual question, survey respondents were
asked to choose the answer option “somewhat oppose,” and we considered those who
fail to follow the instruction as inattentive respondents. We had 369 respondents who
failed to follow our instruction. We also collected respondents’ survey duration. By using
the two variables, we conducted robustness checks and ensured that our findings are not
sensitive to respondents’ shirking behavior.

We embedded a randomized survey experiment to test the hypotheses in the survey.
The survey began with conventional demographic questions and several pre-treatment
questions, followed by the survey experiment and our dependent variable questions. In
the end, we also asked questions about respondents’ media preference such as their favorite

television programs (see below for the complete questionnaires in Japanese and English).
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a5 Survey Instruments

A5.1 Original version
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A5.2 English translation

Q0. Thank you very much for participating in our survey. Please read the following

instructions carefully before you answer the survey questions.

[Purpose of the survey]
This survey is conducted by a group of International Relations scholars to understand
Japanese public opinion on politics and international affairs. You will be asked to answer

some questions about the topic in the following pages.

[Privacy protection]

We will make sure to collect and store your responses in a secure work environment. All
responses will be kept confidential and no effort will be made to determine the individ-
ual identity of respondents. The data will be used only for research purposes, and only

aggregate responses will be reported.

If you understand the purpose and privacy protection of the survey and agree to partici-
pate in the survey, please select “Agree” and click “>>" at the bottom of this page.
0. Do not agree

1. Agree

Q1. What is your gender?
0. Male

1. Female

9. Other

Q2. How old are you?

Q3. What is your (completed) education level?

1. Primary / middle school
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2. High school
3. Some college

4. College or graduate school

Q4. Do you have Japanese citizenship?
0. No
1. Yes

Q5. In Japan as well as in many other countries, we often use the word “left” or “right”
to describe your political attitudes. If you use such a measurement for your own political
attitudes and those of the following people and organizations, how would you rate them
on a scale of 11, with 0 being “left” and 10 being “right”?

(1) Yourself

(2) Liberal Democratic Party
(3) Prime Minister Shinzo Abe

(4) Constitutional Democratic Party
(5) Bureaucrats in the central government

(6) Judges of the Supreme Court

(7) NHK (public broadcasting service in Japan)

(8) NTV (Nippon Television Network), a private broadcasting service associated with
Yomiuri Shimbun

(9) TV Asahi, a private broadcasting service associated with Asahi Shimbun

(10) Yomiuri Shimbun

(11) Asahi Shimbun

Q6. We would like to ask your opinion about politics and society:
(1) Generally speaking, T am interested in politics
(2) T cannot change what the government does

(3) They are so complicated that I sometimes have a difficulty in understanding how
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politics and the government work

(4) Generally speaking, Diet members stop thinking about voters once they are elected

Q7. Many people tend to think that “I am inclined to support Party A in the long run.”
Of course you may sometimes vote for other parties, but which party are you inclined to
support in the long run?

1. Liberal Democratic Party

2. New Komeito Party

Constitutional Democratic Party

- W

National Democratic Party

ot

Communist Party of Japan
Japan Innovation Party
Social Democratic Party

Reiwa Shinsengumi

© »®» N o

Party to Protect the People from NHK
10. Other party

11. No party affiliation

Q8. How proud are you to be Japanese?
1. Very much

2. To a certain degree

3. Not so much

4. Not at all

5. I am not Japanese

Q9. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements? 1 corre-
sponds to completely disagree and object, and 7 corresponds to completely agree and
support. Please answer the questions intuitively without thinking deeply.

(1) We should care about the interests of all groups when we decide about what our
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priorities are.

(2) We should not seck for equality of condition for different groups.

(3) We should aim at achieving equality for different groups.

(4) It is probably a good thing that certain groups are on top and they rule other inferior

groups.

(One of the following six experimental groups was randomly assigned) *Note: texts col-
ored in red were not shown to participants.

(Experiment group 1: NHK without pro-government bias)

Please read the following fictional news report by NHK (Japanese public broadcasting

service in Japan) and answer the following questions.

According to NHK, about 50 lower and upper house Diet members who belong to the
all-party parliamentary group called “Diet member group for visiting Yasukuni shrine”
visited Yasukuni Shrine in Kudan-kita in Tokyo on August 15, when Japan commemo-
rates the anniversary of the end of World War II. Since the second Abe administration,
the Prime Minister has not visited the shrine, but many Diet members go to the shrine
on occasions like this kind of spring/fall festival. There was no protest by the Chinese

government on this particular visit.

(Experiment group 2: TV Asahi without pro-government bias)
Please read the following fictional news report by TV Asahi (private broadcasting service

associated with Asahi Shimbun) and answer the following questions.

According to TV Asahi, about 50 lower and upper house Diet members who belong to the
all-party parliamentary group called “Diet member group for visiting Yasukuni shrine”
visited Yasukuni Shrine in Kudan-kita in Tokyo on August 15, when Japan commemo-
rates the anniversary of the end of World War II. Since the second Abe administration,

the Prime Minister has not visited the shrine, but many Diet members go to the shrine
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on occasions like this kind of spring/fall festival. There was no protest by the Chinese

government on this particular visit.

(Experiment group 3: NTV without pro-government bias)
Please read the following fictional news report by NTV (private broadcasting service as-

sociated with Yomiuri Shimbun) and answer the following questions.

According to NTV, about 50 lower and upper house Diet members who belong to the
all-party parliamentary group called “Diet member group for visiting Yasukuni shrine”
visited Yasukuni Shrine in Kudan-kita in Tokyo on August 15, when Japan commemo-
rates the anniversary of the end of World War II. Since the second Abe administration,
the Prime Minister has not visited the shrine, but many Diet members go to the shrine
on occasions like this kind of spring/fall festival. There was no protest by the Chinese

government on this particular visit.

(Experiment group 4: NHK with pro-government bias)
Please read the following fictional news report by NHK (Japanese public broadcasting

service in Japan) and answer the following questions.

According to NHK, about 50 lower and upper house Diet members who belong to the
all-party parliamentary group called “Diet member group for visiting Yasukuni shrine”
visited Yasukuni Shrine in Kudan-kita in Tokyo on August 15, when Japan commemo-
rates the anniversary of the end of World War II. Since the second Abe administration,
the Prime Minister has not visited the shrine, but many Diet members go to the shrine
on occasions like this kind of spring/fall festival. There was no protest by the Chinese
government on this particular visit. The NHK’s news commentator praises Prime Minis-
ter Abe by saying that the lack of Chinese protest is largely due to Prime Minister Abe’s

diplomatic efforts.
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(Experiment group 5: TV Asahi with pro-government bias)
Please read the following fictional news report by TV Asahi (private broadcasting service

associated with Asahi Shimbun) and answer the following questions.

According to TV Asahi, about 50 lower and upper house Diet members who belong to the
all-party parliamentary group called “Diet member group for visiting Yasukuni shrine”
visited Yasukuni Shrine in Kudan-kita in Tokyo on August 15, when Japan commemo-
rates the anniversary of the end of World War II. Since the second Abe administration,
the Prime Minister has not visited the shrine, but many Diet members go to the shrine
on occasions like this kind of spring/fall festival. There was no protest by the Chinese
government on this particular visit. The TV Asahi’s news commentator praises Prime
Minister Abe by saying that the lack of Chinese protest is largely due to Prime Minister

Abe’s diplomatic efforts.

(Experiment group 6: NTV with pro-government bias)
Please read the following fictional news report by NTV (private broadcasting service as-

sociated with Yomiuri Shimbun) and answer the following questions.

According to NTV, about 50 lower and upper house Diet members who belong to the
all-party parliamentary group called “Diet member group for visiting Yasukuni shrine”
visited Yasukuni Shrine in Kudan-kita in Tokyo on August 15, when Japan commemo-
rates the anniversary of the end of World War II. Since the second Abe administration,
the Prime Minister has not visited the shrine, but many Diet members go to the shrine
on occasions like this kind of spring/fall festival. There was no protest by the Chinese
government on this particular visit. The NTV’s news commentator praises Prime Minis-
ter Abe by saying that the lack of Chinese protest is largely due to Prime Minister Abe’s

diplomatic efforts.

Q10. Do you trust the news report?
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1. Yes, completely
2. Somewhat (yes)
Neither

- W

Somewhat (no)

5. Not at all

Q11. Do you trust the following organizations?
1) NHK (public broadcasting service)
2) NTV (private broadcasting service associated with Yomiuri Shimbun
3) TV Asahi (private broadcasting service associated with Asahi Shimbun)
4) Japanese mass media in general
)
)

5) Abe administration

(
(
(
(
(
(6) Chinese government

Q12. Do you agree or disagree with the following policy opinions?

(1) T would like Prime Ministers to visit Yasukuni Shrine

(2) Japan should construct a new national war memorial as an alternative to Yasukuni
Shrine

(3) Japan should not apologize to its neighboring countries for its acts before and during
WWII

(4) For this question, we check if you carefully read our instruction. Please select “Some-

what disagree”

Q13. How do you evaluate the foreign policies of the Abe administration?
1. Very positively
2. Somewhat positively

Neither

- W

Somewhat negatively

5. Very negatively
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Q14. If there were a protest rally against the Abe administration’s foreign policy, would
you participate in the rally?

1. I would participate

2. I would probably participate

3. Neither

4. T would probably not participate

5. I would not participate

Q15. If there were a protest rally against China (so-called “anti-China demonstration”),
would you participate in the rally?

1. I would participate

2. 1 would probably participate

Neither

- W

I would probably not participate

5. I would not participate

Q16-1. Which media reported the news that you just read?
(1) NHK (public broadcasting service)
(2) TV Asahi (private broadcasting service associated with Asahi Shimbun)

(3) NTV (private broadcasting service associated with Yomiuri Shimbun

Q16-2. In the news report that you just read, did the news commentator praise Prime
Minister Abe’s foreign policy?

1. Yes

2. No

Q16-3. Do you trust XXX (XXX is replaced with the assigned media company’s name)

to be more neutral than other TV companies in its news content?
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1. Yes, completely
2. Somewhat (yes)
Neither

- W

Somewhat (no)

5. Not at all

Q16-4. Do you think XXX (XXX is replaced with the assigned media company’s name)
should be more neutral in its news content than other TV companies?

1. Yes, completely

2. Somewhat (yes)

Neither

- W

Somewhat (no)

5. Not at all

Q16-5. There are many different opinions about the expected role of mass media. For
XXX (XXX is replaced with the assigned media company’s name), how important are
the following roles to you?

1) Monitoring and criticizing the government

2) Informing and supporting the government’s policy positions

(1)

(2)

(3) Being a neutral third-party

(4) Taking a lead in forming public opinion
(5)

5) Setting the political agenda

Q17. How often do you watch news on TV?
1. Not at all
2. Once a week

A few times a week

- W

Four or five times a week

5. Every day or almost everyday
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Q17-2. In the morning (up until 9 am), do you watch the following news programs?
Please select all the programs that you watch.

1) Ohayo Nippon (NHK)

2) Asa Ichi (NHK)

3) ZIP! (NTV)

4) Good Morning (TV Asahi)

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5) Asa Chan! (TBS)

(6) Mezamashi Terebi (Fuji TV)
(7) Hatori Shin-ichi Morning Show (TV Asahi)
(8) Bibit (TBS)

(9)

9) None of the above

Q17-3. In the morning (after 9 am), do you watch the following news programs? Please
select all the programs that you watch.

1) Toku Dane! (Fuji TV)

2) Baget (NTV)

3) Non Stop! (Fuji TV)

4) Sukkiri (NTV)

)
)
)
)
5) Joho Live Miyaneya (NTV)
6) Gogo Suma (NTV)
7) Chokugeki Live Gooday! (Fuji TV)
8) Wide! Scramble (TV Asahi)
)

(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(9) Hiruobi! (TBS)

(10) None of the above

Q17-4. In the evening, do you watch the following news programs? Please select all the
programs that you watch

(1) news every (NTV)
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2) Super J Channel (TV Asahi)
3) N Sta (TBS)
4) Live News it! (Fuji TV)

7) news zero (NTV)

)
)
)

5) NHK News Seven (NHK)
)
)

8) Hodo Station (TV Asahi)
)

9) NEWS23 (TBS)

(
(
(
(
(6) News Watch Nine (NHK)
(
(
(
(10) FNN Live News o (Fuji TV)
(

11) None of the above
Q18. We highly appreciate your participation in our survey. Please note that the news
report we provided, including the comments by the commentator, was fictional. Please

check the mark at the right bottom and complete the survey.

I understand the news report that I read was fictional.
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a6 Additional Analyses

Figure A.4: Cross-country variation in confidence in government and TV stations

World Value Survey Wave 7: 2017-2020
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Source: https://www.worldvaluessurvey.org/WVSOnline.jsp

Note: Respondents were asked to indicate how much they trusted each organization by choosing “A great deal,” “Quite a
lot,” “Not very much,” or “None at all”. We coded the responses so that a higher value denotes a higher level of trust and
calculated the average values for each country (we also label three other countries as reference points: the U.S., Germany,
and China).
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Table A.5: Effect of pro-government bias on distrust in the provided information, by
respondent’s views on the neutrality of the assigned TV station

Assigned TV Station

EX NHK NTV
Intercept 1.05* 1.28*** 0.78**
(0.28) (0.28) (0.30)
Pro-government Bias 1.03** 1.05%** 0.40
(0.20) (0.14) (0.23)
Neutrality of Assigned TV Station 0.07 0.13** 0.02
(0.04) (0.05) (0.06)
Female —0.03 0.13 0.10
(0.07) (0.08) (0.07)
Age 0.01** 0.00 0.01*
(0.00) (0.00) (0.00)
College Education —0.10 0.10 0.04
(0.07) (0.08) (0.07)
Political Interest 0.01 0.00 0.03
(0.03) (0.03) (0.03)
Frequency of Viewing Assigned TV Station 0.04 0.02 0.03
(0.03) (0.03) (0.03)
Credibility of Assigned TV Station 0.34** 0.33*** 0.46**
(0.03) (0.03) (0.04)
Pro-government Bias x Neutrality —0.09 —0.27** 0.05
(0.06) (0.06) (0.07)
Observations 763 754 769
R? 0.25 0.19 0.25
Adjusted R? 0.24 0.18 0.24
Residual Std. Error 0.94 0.98 0.93
F Statistic 27.68"** 19.69** 27.42%

Standard errors in parentheses; *p<0.05; *p<0.01; **p<0.001
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Table A.6: Effect of pro-government bias on distrust in the provided information, by
respondent’s ideology or party affiliation

Respondents Assigned to NHK

Those Who Believe Those Who Don’t Believe
NHK Should Be Neutral NHK Should Be Neutral
(1) (2) (3) (4)
Intercept 1.75% 1.41% 2.60** 2.31
(0.38) (0.34) (0.49) (0.43)
Pro-government Bias 0.33 0.77 0.21 0.19
(0.27) (0.10) (0.32) (0.14)
Respondent’s Ideology —0.09*" —0.05
(0.03) (0.04)
LDP Supporter —0.15 —0.01
(0.13) (0.20)
Female 0.16 0.16 0.01 —0.01
(0.09) (0.09) (0.13) (0.13)
Age 0.01* 0.01* —0.00 —0.00
(0.00) (0.00) (0.01) (0.01)
College Education 0.17 0.17 —0.06 —0.07
(0.09) (0.09) (0.13) (0.13)
Political Interest 0.01 —0.00 —0.05 —0.05
(0.04) (0.04) (0.05) (0.05)
Frequency of Viewing NHK 0.02 0.02 0.01 0.01
(0.04) (0.04) (0.05) (0.05)
Credibility of NHK 0.31 0.28*** 0.34 0.33*
(0.04) (0.04) (0.06) (0.06)
Pro-government Bias x Ideology 0.07 —0.03
(0.05) (0.06)
Pro-government Bias x LDP Supporter —0.30 —0.42
(0.19) (0.28)
Observations 540 540 214 214
R? 0.21 0.22 0.18 0.17
Adjusted R? 0.20 0.20 0.14 0.14
Residual Std. Error 1.01 1.01 0.87 0.87
F Statistic 16.06™* 16.42%* 4.89* 4.73

Standard errors in parentheses; *p<0.05; **p<0.01; **p<0.001
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Figure A.5: Moderation effect of respondents’ ideology or party affiliation on distrust in
the provided information among people who believe NHK should be neutral (Bootstrap

samples)
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Table A.7: Effect of pro-government bias on distrust in the provided information, by

respondents’ ideology

Assigned TV Station

EX NHK NTV
Intercept 1.19** 2.027** 1.31%**
(0.29) (0.31) (0.31)
Pro-government Bias 1.16%** 0.31 1.04**
(0.20) (0.21) (0.21)
Respondents’ Ideology —0.00 —0.08** —0.06*
(0.03) (0.03) (0.03)
Female —0.03 0.12 0.07
(0.07) (0.08) (0.07)
Age 0.01** 0.00 0.01*
(0.00) (0.00) (0.00)
College Education —0.11 0.10 0.01
(0.07) (0.08) (0.07)
Political Interest 0.01 —0.01 0.02
(0.03) (0.03) (0.03)
Frequency of Viewing Assigned TV Station 0.04 0.01 0.03
(0.03) (0.03) (0.03)
Credibility of Assigned TV Station 0.37** 0.327* 0.44***
(0.03) (0.03) (0.04)
Pro-government Bias x Respondent’s Ideology —0.08* 0.04 —0.09*
(0.04) (0.04) (0.04)
Observations 763 754 769
R? 0.26 0.19 0.28
Adjusted R? 0.25 0.18 0.27
Residual Std. Error 0.93 0.98 0.91
F Statistic 28.68*** 18.86*** 32.53

Standard errors in parentheses; *p<0.05; *p<0.01; **p<0.001
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Table A.8: Effect of pro-government bias on distrust in media overall

Control Pro-government bias p-value
Do you trust Japanese mass media in general?
EX 3.51 (0.88) 3.67 (0.89) 0.009
NHK 3.47 (0.94) 3.56 (0.89) 0.2
NTV 3.62 (0.88) 3.4 4(0.92) 0.2

Note: Although the treatment has a statistically significant effect for the EX TV groups, the effect size is small and given
the other results, we cannot discount the possibility that it may be due to random chance. This is also confirmed by our
replication analysis with the sample that passed the manipulation check question. We find that none of the treatment
groups has a statistically significant result at the 10% level (the results are available upon request).
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Table A.9: Manipulation check I: Which media reported the news you read?

NHK EX NTV
NHK x No pro-government bias 271 51 52
NHK x Pro-government bias 288 46 46
EX x No pro-government bias 56 269 57
EX x Pro-government bias 70 270 42
NTV x No pro-government bias 66 69 249
NTV x Pro-government bias 63 67 255
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Table A.10: Manipulation check II: Did the news praise Prime Minister Abe’s foreign
policy?

Yes No

NHK x No pro-government bias 100 274
NHK x Pro-government bias 265 115
EX x No pro-government bias 91 291
EX x Pro-government bias 279 103
NTV x No pro-government bias 101 283
NTV x Pro-government bias 287 98
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Table A.11: Manipulation check III: Effect of pro-government bias on distrust in provided
information

Control Pro-government bias p-value
Do you trust the news report?
Those who pass two attention checks

EX 2.99 (1.03) 3.86 (1.00) < 0.001

NHK 2.98 (1.05) 3.68 (1.09) < 0.001

NTV 2.88 (1.03) 3.64 (1.11) < 0.001
Those who do not pass two attention checks

EX 3.12 (0.96) 3.72 (1.02) < 0.001

NHK 2.96 (1.00) 3.32 (0.97) 0.001

NTV 2.94 (0.96) 3.27 (0.97) 0.001

Note: We provide mean values and standard deviation in parentheses. t-test is used for statistical tests. The scale ranges
from 1 (Yes) to 5 (No).
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Figure A.6: Moderation effect of distrust in the provided information on respondent’s
negative views of Abe’s diplomacy (only those who pass the two manipulation checks)
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Figure A.7: Moderation effect of distrust in the provided information on respondent’s
negative views of Abe’s diplomacy (only those who fail at least one of the two manipu-

lation checks)
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