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We use five datasets: The 2018 & 2020 Cooperative Election Study Common Content (CES 2018 Common Content & CES 2020 Common Content), the 2018 & 2020 Cooperative Election Study Module (CES 2018 Module & CES 2020 Module), and the Democracy Fund Views of the Electorate Research (VOTER) Survey. The data from these studies are based on surveys of ordinary individuals living in the United States. In both the CES and VOTER surveys, individuals are part of a YouGov panel and their participation in the survey is compensated through a YouGov point system; once panelists have accumulated enough points, they can redeem them for material goods.

In the remainder of this section, we enumerate how these studies conform to the principles set forth in the American Political Science Association’s (APSA) “Principles and Guidance for Human Subjects Research.”

Power: The CES and VOTER studies are national representative surveys of adult living in the United States. This focus means that participants are not systematically sampled from either vulnerable communities (e.g., prisoners) or powerful parties (e.g., public officials). Participants may still be part of these groups, although this membership is coincidental.

Consent: The CES and VOTER studies seek out informed consent before administering the survey. Respondents are also given the option to stop taking the survey at any time.

Deception: The CES and VOTER studies did not include any deception (with respect to identity, activity, motivation, or misinformation) to the best of our knowledge.

Harm/Trauma: There is minimal risk to participants in the CES and VOTER studies.

Confidentiality: One important way that the CES and VOTER studies ensure confidentiality is by removing identifying information from the data files before making them publicly available. Indeed, the files we downloaded and analyzed for the paper were already stripped of identifying information, so we are not personally at risk of breaching the confidentiality of participants in these studies.

Impact: The CES and VOTER studies have little-to-no impact on real-time political processes as they do not include manipulations or interventions of the political world. It is possible these studies induce a “Hawthorne Effect”, but this effect—to the extent it occurs—is more likely to affect the results of the study than ongoing politics. On the positive side, knowledge generated from these studies will ideally improve political processes in the future.

Laws, Regulations, and Prospective Review: The administration of the CES and VOTER studies is done in compliance with both local and federal laws. 

Shared Responsibility: We recognize and acknowledge that we share responsibility in upholding ethical research, both in our personal work and in academia more broadly.
 
More information about the studies, and how they address the APSA’s “Principles and Guidance for Human Subjects Research,” can be found at the following links:
· CCES: https://cces.gov.harvard.edu/
· VOTER: https://www.voterstudygroup.org/ / YouGov: https://today.yougov.com/
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CCES Common Content (2018 & 2020)

Voter turnout was measured using voter-file validation through the firm Catalist, which manages a dataset of voter files. Respondents who Catalist found to have voted in the 2018 and 2020 general elections were coded 1, while all others were coded 0, in accordance with the first approach recommended in the Guide to the 2018 CES. Additional details of the vote matching procedure are reported in the CES guide: Brian Schaffner; Stephen Ansolabehere; Sam Luks. 2019. "Guide to the 2018 Cooperative Congressional Election Survey.” https://doi.org/10.7910/DVN/ZSBZ7K/WZWCZ1

Personal crises were measured by asking respondents in the 2018 and 2020 CES Common Content, “Over the past year have you…?” Responses options included yes and no for each of the following items:
1. Lost a job
2. Divorced
3. Had a reduction in income
4. Been a victim of a crime
5. Visited an emergency room

In addition, the CCES 2020 Common Content asked about other general negative life events as well as pandemic-related problems. The additional general negative life events were measured by asking respondents, “Over the past year have you…?”
1. Had a pay cut at work

In addition to these items, the CCES 2020 Common Content asked about pandemic-related problems. Respondents were asked the following questions (and response options):
· Have you or someone you know been diagnosed with the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) during the past year? (Select all that apply: yes I have, yes a family member, yes a friend, yes a co-worker, No I do not know anyone who has been diagnosed)
· Do you know anyone who died from the novel coronavirus (COVID-19)? (Select all that apply: yes a family member, yes a friend, yes a co-worker, no I do not know anyone who has died from coronavirus)
· How did your work status change this year as a result of the coronavirus pandemic? (Select all that apply: my hours have been reduced, my hours were reduced but they have been restored, I have been temporarily laid off, I was temporarily laid off but have now been re-hired, I had more than one job before the pandemic and lost one of them, I lost my job, I was not working when the pandemic began, my hours have increased, I have taken additional jobs since the pandemic, no nothing about my work has changed)

Responses to the pandemic-related problems are coded so that each selection for the first two constitutes a separate negative life event, while the third question is coded two negative life events for either losing a job or have work hours reduced. To avoid double counting a job loss, pandemic-related job loss is only coded if a person answer “no” to the job loss in the general negative life events battery.

Past Voting was measured with voter file validation in the same manner as turnout in the current election (see above). For both the 2018 and 2020 surveys, respondents were matched to voter files for the 2016 general presidential election. YouGov provided this data to the authors through a separate contract. 

Gender was measured by asking respondents, “Are you…?” with response options of male or female.

Race was measured by asking respondents, “What racial or ethnic group best describes you?” Response options included White, Black or African-American, Hispanic or Latino, Asian or Asian-American, Native American, Middle Eastern, mixed race, and other.

Age was measured by asking respondents “In what year where you born?” and then subtracting the response from the interview year.

Education was measured by asking respondents, “What is the highest level of education you have completed?” Response options included did not graduate from high school, high school graduate, some college but no degree (yet), 2-year college degree, 4-year college degree, or postgraduate degree (MA, MBA, MD, JD, PhD, etc.).

Income was measured by asking respondents “Thinking back over the last year, what was your family’s annual income?” Response options included the following categories:
· Less than $10,000
· $10,000 - $19,999
· $20,000 - $29,999
· $30,000 - $39,999
· $40,000 - $49,999
· $50,000 - $59,999
· $60,000 - $69,999
· $70,000 - $79,999
· $80,000 - $99,999
· $100,000 - $119,999
· $120,000 - $149,999
· $150,000 - $199,999
· $200,000 - $249,999
· $250,000 - $349,999
· $350,000 - $499,999
· $500,000 or more

Marital status was measured by asking respondents, “What is your marital status?” Response options included married, separated, divorced, widowed, and never married.
	
Religious attendance was measured by asking respondents, “Aside from weddings and funerals, how often do you attend religious service?” Response options included more than once a week, once a week, once or twice a month, a few times a year, seldom, never, and don’t know.
		

CCES Module (2018 & 2020)

Voter turnout was measured using voter-file validation through the firm Catalist, which manages a dataset of voter files. Respondents who Catalist found to have voted in the 2018 and 2020 general elections were coded 1, while all others were coded 0, in accordance with the first approach recommended in the Guide to the 2018 CCES. Additional details of the vote matching procedure are reported in the CCES guide: Brian Schaffner; Stephen Ansolabehere; Sam Luks. 2019. "Guide to the 2018 Cooperative Congressional Election Survey.” https://doi.org/10.7910/DVN/ZSBZ7K/WZWCZ1

Personal crises were measured both the 2018 and 2020 CCES Modules by asking respondents, “Over the past year have you…?” Responses options included yes and no for each of the following items:
1. Lost health insurance
2. Lost your home
3. Been evicted
4. Lost eligibility for a government program
5. Lost eligibility for a deduction, credit, or other tax break
6. Had trouble affording medical expenses
7. Had a substantial increase in rent or mortgage
8. Had your driver’s license suspended or revoked
9. Divorced
10. Visited the emergency room
11. Had a reduction in income
12. Lost your job
13. Been the victim of a crime

In addition, the CCES 2020 Module asked about other general negative life events as well as pandemic-related problems. The additional general negative life events were measured by asking respondents, “Over the past year have you…?”
1. Been demoted or hours cut (not COVID-related)
2. Had trouble with boss
3. Owned business that lost money or closed
4. Went bankrupt
5. Had possessions repossessed
6. Pawned valuables to make ends meet
7. Been pressured to pay bills or creditors
8. Been unable to pay utilities
9. Had problem with alcohol or drugs
10. Death of family member or close friend (not COVID-related)
11. Had serious trouble with romantic partner
12. Arrested or accused of a crime
13. Sued in a civil case
14. Been discriminated against
15. Had a home destroyed
16. Lived in a house in poor condition
17. Had to unexpectedly pay for major home repairs
18. Had serious troubles with a landlord
19. Needed but unable to use public transportation
20. Needed, but not had, car for 1 month or more
21. Temporarily lived with others or in a shelter
22. Fallen behind in paying rent

Respondents were asked the following questions (and response options) for pandemic-related problems:
· Have you or someone you know been diagnosed with the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) during the past year? (Select all that apply: yes I have, yes a family member, yes a friend, yes a co-worker, No I do not know anyone who has been diagnosed)
· Do you know anyone who died from the novel coronavirus (COVID-19)? (Select all that apply: yes a family member, yes a friend, yes a co-worker, no I do not know anyone who has died from coronavirus)
· How did your work status change this year as a result of the coronavirus pandemic? (Select all that apply: my hours have been reduced, my hours were reduced but they have been restored, I have been temporarily laid off, I was temporarily laid off but have now been re-hired, I had more than one job before the pandemic and lost one of them, I lost my job, I was not working when the pandemic began, my hours have increased, I have taken additional jobs since the pandemic, no nothing about my work has changed)

Responses to the pandemic-related problems are coded so that each selection for the first two constitutes a separate negative life event, while the third question is coded two negative life events for either losing a job or have work hours reduced. To avoid double counting a job loss, pandemic-related job loss is only coded if a person answer “no” to the job loss in the general negative life events battery.

Past Voting was measured with voter file validation in the same manner as turnout in the current election (see above). For both the 2018 and 2020 surveys, respondents were matched to voter files for the 2016 general presidential election. YouGov provided this data to the authors through a separate contract. 

Gender was measured by asking respondents, “Are you…?” with response options of male or female.

Race was measured by asking respondents, “What racial or ethnic group best describes you?” Response options included White, Black or African-American, Hispanic or Latino, Asian or Asian-American, Native American, Middle Eastern, mixed race, and other.

Age was measured by asking respondents “In what year where you born?” and then subtracting the response from the interview year.

Education was measured by asking respondents, “What is the highest level of education you have completed?” Response options included did not graduate from high school, high school graduate, some college but no degree (yet), 2-year college degree, 4-year college degree, or postgraduate degree (MA, MBA, MD, JD, PhD, etc.).

Income was measured by asking respondents “Thinking back over the last year, what was your family’s annual income?” Response options included the following categories:
· Less than $10,000
· $10,000 - $19,999
· $20,000 - $29,999
· $30,000 - $39,999
· $40,000 - $49,999
· $50,000 - $59,999
· $60,000 - $69,999
· $70,000 - $79,999
· $80,000 - $99,999
· $100,000 - $119,999
· $120,000 - $149,999
· $150,000 - $199,999
· $200,000 - $249,999
· $250,000 - $349,999
· $350,000 - $499,999
· $500,000 or more

Marital status was measured by asking respondents, “What is your marital status?” Response options included married, separated, divorced, widowed, and never married.
	
Religious attendance was measured by asking respondents, “Aside from weddings and funerals, how often do you attend religious service?” Response options included more than once a week, once a week, once or twice a month, a few times a year, seldom, never, and don’t know.
		

VOTER Study

Voter turnout was measured using voter-file validation through the firm TargetSmart. Respondents who TargetSmart found to have voted in the 2018 general election were coded 1, while all others were coded 0.

Personal crises were measured by asking respondents, “In the last 12 months, have you: …?” Response options included yes or no for the following items.
1. Lost your job
2. Had a spouse or partner lose their job
3. Had difficulty making a mortgage payment or paying your rent
4. Had difficulty making a student loan payment
5. Had difficulty making a car payment
6. Had difficulty making a credit card payment
7. Experienced a drop in your household income

Past voting was measured using voter-file validation through the firm TargetSmart. Respondents who TargetSmart found to have voted in the 2016 general election were coded 1, while all others were coded 0.

Gender was measured by asking respondents, “Are you male or female?” Response options included male and female.

Race was measured by asking respondents, “What racial or ethnic group best describes you?” Response options included White, Black, Hispanic, Asian, Native American, mixed, other, and Middle Eastern.

Age was measured by asking respondents, “In what year were you born?” and then subtracting the response from the interview year.

Education was measured by asking respondents, “What is the highest level of education you have completed?” Response options included no high school, high school graduate, some college, 2-year college degree, 4-year college degree, postgraduate degree.

Income was measured by asking respondents “Thinking back over the last year, what was your family’s annual income?” Response options included:
· Less than $10,000
· $10,000 - $19,999
· $20,000 - $29,999
· $30,000 - $39,999
· $40,000 - $49,999
· $50,000 - $59,999
· $60,000 - $69,999
· $70,000 - $79,999
· $80,000 - $99,999
· $100,000 - $119,999
· $120,000 - $149,999
· $150,000 - $199,999
· $200,000 - $249,999
· $250,000 - $349,999
· $350,000 - $499,999

Marital status was measured by asking respondents, “What is your marital status?” Response options included married, separated, divorced, widowed, never married, domestic/civil partnership.
	
Religious attendance was measured by asking respondents “Aside from weddings and funerals, how often do you attend religious services?” Response options included more than once a week, once a week, once or twice a month, a few times a year, seldom, never, and don’t know.
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CCES 2018 Common Content
	Variable
	N
	Mean
	SD
	Min
	Max

	Vote
	60,000
	0.52
	0.50
	0
	1

	Personal Crises
	59,878
	0.54
	0.75
	0
	5

	Past Vote
	60,000
	0.53
	0.50
	0
	1

	Education
	60,000
	3.34
	1.55
	1
	6

	Female
	60,000
	0.51
	0.50
	0
	1

	Black
	60,000
	0.13
	0.33
	0
	1

	Hispanic
	60,000
	0.12
	0.33
	0
	1

	Other Race
	60,000
	0.08
	0.27
	0
	1

	Age
	60,000
	47.71
	18.01
	18
	95

	Income
	53,769
	6.00
	3.37
	1
	16

	Religious Attendance
	58,844
	2.92
	1.72
	1
	6

	Marital Status
	60,000
	0.47
	0.50
	0
	1



CCES 2018 Module
	Variable
	N
	Mean
	SD
	Min
	Max

	Vote
	1,000
	0.53
	0.50
	0
	1

	Personal Crises
	997
	1.16
	1.27
	0
	8

	Past vote
	1,000
	0.55
	0.50
	0
	1

	Education
	1,000
	3.32
	1.55
	1
	6

	Female
	1,000
	0.52
	0.50
	0
	1

	Black
	1,000
	0.13
	0.33
	0
	1

	Hispanic
	1,000
	0.12
	0.33
	0
	1

	Other Race
	1,000
	0.08
	0.28
	0
	1

	Age
	1,000
	47.29
	18.17
	18
	87

	Income
	898
	5.90
	3.36
	1
	16

	Religious Attendance
	984
	2.83
	1.67
	1
	6

	Married
	1,000
	0.45
	0.50
	0
	1





CCES 2020 Common Content
	Variable
	N
	Mean
	SD
	Min
	Max

	Vote
	61,000
	0.58
	0.49
	0
	1

	Personal Crises
	60,910
	1.78
	1.61
	0
	14

	   COVID
	61,000
	1.04
	1.14
	0
	8

	   Non-COVID
	60,910
	0.75
	0.95
	0
	6

	Past Vote
	61,000
	0.53
	0.50
	0
	1

	Education
	61,000
	3.37
	1.55
	1
	6

	Female
	61,000
	0.52
	0.50
	0
	1

	Black
	61,000
	0.13
	0.33
	0
	1

	Hispanic
	61,000
	0.13
	0.34
	0
	1

	Other Race
	61,000
	0.09
	0.28
	0
	1

	Age
	61,000
	48.21
	18.08
	18
	95

	Income
	54,908
	6.07
	3.52
	1
	16

	Religious Attendance
	59,673
	2.84
	1.71
	1
	6

	Marital Status
	61,000
	0.46
	0.50
	0
	1



CCES 2020 Module
	Variable
	N
	Mean
	SD
	Min
	Max

	Vote
	1,000
	0.62
	0.49
	0
	1

	Personal Crises
	998
	3.45
	3.70
	0
	23

	   COVID
	1000
	1.02
	1.16
	0
	7

	   Non-COVID
	998
	2.44
	3.25
	0
	20

	Past vote
	1,000
	0.68
	0.47
	0
	1

	Education
	1,000
	3.39
	1.57
	1
	6

	Female
	1,000
	0.51
	0.50
	0
	1

	Black
	1,000
	0.12
	0.33
	0
	1

	Hispanic
	1,000
	0.12
	0.33
	0
	1

	Other Race
	1,000
	0.09
	0.28
	0
	1

	Age
	1,000
	48.21
	17.73
	18
	93

	Income
	904
	5.84
	3.45
	1
	16

	Religious Attendance
	977
	2.70
	1.63
	1
	6

	Married
	1,000
	0.49
	0.50
	0
	1





VOTER Study
	Variable
	N
	Mean
	SD
	Min
	Max

	Voted
	3,691
	0.66
	0.47
	0
	1

	Negative Life Events
	3,614
	0.63
	1.09
	0
	7

	Past Vote
	3,691
	0.71
	0.45
	0
	1

	Education
	3,691
	3.36
	1.48
	1
	6

	Female
	3,691
	0.52
	0.50
	0
	1

	Black
	3,683
	0.12
	0.33
	0
	1

	Hispanic
	3,683
	0.11
	0.32
	0
	1

	Other Race
	3,683
	0.10
	0.29
	0
	1

	Age
	3,691
	55.08
	15.68
	25
	94

	Income
	3,212
	6.12
	3.24
	1
	16

	Religious Attendance
	3,668
	2.74
	1.72
	1
	6

	Married
	3,691
	0.56
	0.50
	0
	1
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CES 2018 Common Content
	
	
	% Voting
	

	Crisis
	% Reporting 
Crisis
	No Crisis
	Crisis 
	T-Statistic

	Had a reduction in income
	17.34
	57.33
	51.33
	11.16

	Lost a job
	7.81
	57.40
	40.67
	20.80

	Divorced
	1.28
	56.45
	40.45
	8.24

	Been a victim of a crime
	3.27
	56.62
	45.75
	9.42

	Visited an emergency room
	24.78
	57.71
	51.89
	12.40



CES 2018 Module
	
	
	% Voting
	

	Crisis
	% Reporting 
Crisis
	No Crisis
	Crisis 
	T-Statistic

	Lost health insurance
	7.25
	59.72
	43.48
	2.65

	Lost a home
	1.40
	59.03
	11.11
	2.91

	Been evicted
	1.49
	59.07
	23.08
	2.62

	Lost eligibility for a government program
	5.52
	59.24
	47.17
	1.74

	Lost eligibility for tax deduction, credit, or break
	7.47
	58.25
	63.01
	-0.79

	Had trouble affording medical expenses
	27.67
	61.64
	49.81
	3.34

	Had a substantial increase in rent or mortgage
	10.22
	59.93
	47.71
	2.45

	Had driver's license suspended or revoked
	2.26
	58.92
	35.71
	1.75

	Had a reduction in income
	16.15
	59.59
	54.17
	1.30

	Lost a job
	6.85
	59.66
	42.86
	2.63

	Divorced
	1.01
	58.56
	61.54
	-0.22

	Been the victim of a crime
	2.83
	59.02
	41.67
	1.71

	Visited the emergency room
	26.70
	59.07
	57.14
	0.53



CES 2020 Common Content
	
	
	% Voting
	

	Crisis
	% Reporting 
Crisis
	No Crisis
	Crisis 
	T-Statistic

	Had a reduction in income
	27.26
	66.16
	59.46
	15.59

	Lost a job
	15.71
	66.67
	50.70
	29.69

	Divorced
	1.28
	64.49
	44.70
	10.86

	Been a victim of a crime
	3.72
	64.79
	49.43
	14.50

	Visited an emergency room
	18.85
	64.98
	61.15
	7.73

	Took a pay cut at work
	8.07
	64.95
	56.50
	11.90

	Diagnosed with COVID-19
	4.87
	64.51
	59.36
	5.69

	Family member diagnosed with COVID-19
	21.06
	63.82
	65.86
	-4.30

	Friend diagnosed with COVID-19
	29.33
	61.25
	70.76
	-22.92

	Co-worker diagnosed with COVID-19
	29.33
	63.50
	69.66
	-10.35

	Family member died from COVID-19
	4.97
	64.43
	60.99
	3.86

	Friend died from COVID-19
	9.18
	63.41
	72.11
	-13.34

	Co-worker died from COVID-19
	1.53
	64.25
	65.10
	-0.56

	Work hours reduced during the pandemic
	16.38
	66.24
	54.16
	23.12

	Laid off during the pandemic
	5.05
	64.61
	57.47
	7.94



CES 2020 Module
	
	
	% Voting
	

	Crisis
	% Reporting 
Crisis
	No Crisis
	Crisis 
	T-Statistic

	Lost eligibility for government program
	6.00
	66.35
	45.45
	3.18

	Lost eligibility for a tax break
	3.14
	65.38
	60.53
	0.62

	Demoted or hours cut (not COVID-related)
	3.36
	65.22
	64.52
	0.08

	Had trouble with boss
	2.66
	65.73
	48.39
	2.00

	Owned business that lost money or closed
	1.84
	65.23
	63.64
	0.16

	Went bankrupt
	1.45
	65.32
	54.55
	0.75

	Had possessions repossessed
	1.99
	66.22
	15.00
	4.81

	Pawned valuables to make ends meet
	12.62
	67.38
	48.72
	4.01

	Been pressured to pay bills or creditors
	11.80
	65.94
	60.00
	1.30

	Been unable to pay utilities
	12.54
	67.24
	51.18
	3.57

	Lost health insurance
	6.66
	66.03
	51.72
	2.22

	Had trouble affording medical expenses
	14.31
	65.33
	64.47
	0.20

	Had problem with alcohol or drugs
	4.56
	66.01
	46.34
	2.59

	Death of a family member or close friend (not COVID-related)
	18.96
	66.42
	60.10
	1.66

	Had serious trouble with romantic partner
	7.30
	66.42
	49.30
	2.93

	Arrested or accused of a crime
	1.91
	65.72
	35.29
	2.62

	Sued in a civil case
	1.96
	65.10
	70.00
	-0.45

	Been discriminated against
	8.42
	65.36
	63.42
	0.35

	Had a home destroyed
	1.12
	65.18
	66.67
	-0.11

	Lived in a house in poor condition
	6.82
	66.31
	50.00
	2.73

	Had to unexpectedly pay for major home repairs
	11.64
	64.36
	71.43
	-1.52

	Had serious troubles with landlord
	2.10
	65.37
	58.33
	0.71

	Needed but unable to use public transportation
	3.46
	65.55
	57.14
	1.12

	Needed, but not had, car for 1 month or more
	7.45
	68.88
	42.86
	4.10

	Had driver’s license suspended
	1.28
	65.99
	13.33
	4.28

	Temporarily lived with others or in a shelter
	3.00
	65.74
	46.43
	2.12

	Lost home
	1.41
	65.69
	33.33
	2.62

	Evicted
	1.58
	65.65
	30.77
	2.63

	Had a substantial increase in rent
	3.73
	65.38
	60.98
	0.58

	Fallen behind in paying rent
	5.71
	65.92
	54.10
	1.88

	Had a reduction in income
	26.57
	65.83
	63.67
	0.64

	Lost a job
	14.98
	67.40
	51.77
	3.63

	Divorced
	1.20
	65.55
	38.46
	2.04

	Been a victim of a crime
	3.93
	65.31
	62.50
	0.37

	Visited an emergency room
	19.30
	65.38
	64.47
	0.24

	Took a pay cut at work
	6.66
	65.73
	58.67
	1.23

	Diagnosed with COVID-19
	4.40
	65.79
	52.27
	1.84

	Family member diagnosed with COVID-19
	20.15
	65.26
	64.98
	0.08

	Friend diagnosed with COVID-19
	30.14
	61.38
	73.35
	-3.73

	Co-worker diagnosed with COVID-19
	30.14
	64.69
	68.35
	-0.84

	Family member died from COVID-19
	3.58
	65.87
	50.00
	2.12

	Friend died from COVID-19
	9.38
	63.68
	77.78
	-2.91

	Co-worker died from COVID-19
	1.99
	64.90
	80.00
	-1.40

	Work hours reduced during the pandemic
	14.68
	66.75
	56.77
	2.40

	Laid off during the pandemic
	4.34
	64.81
	72.92
	-1.15



VOTER Study
	
	
	% Voting
	

	Crisis
	% Reporting 
Crisis
	No Crisis
	Crisis 
	T-Statistic

	Experienced a drop in household income
	4.96
	60.39
	41.38
	7.03

	Spouse or partner lost job
	3.86
	60.44
	36.03
	8.39

	Difficulty making a credit card payment
	9.13
	61.11
	42.19
	9.01

	Lost your job
	5.07
	60.49
	38.66
	8.18

	Difficulty making a student loan
	3.94
	60.64
	36.39
	9.00

	Difficulty making a mortgage or rent payment
	13.06
	60.62
	50.00
	5.59

	Difficulty making a car payment
	23.59
	60.02
	56.96
	2.10
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	CES 2018
Module
	CES 2018
Common
	CES 2020
Module
	CES 2020
Common
	VOTER
Survey

	Non-COVID Crises
	-0.109
(.104)
	-0.104**
(.028)
	-0.091*
(.040)
	-0.109**
(.021)
	-0.107
(.068)

	COVID
Crises
	-
	-
	0.200+
(.112)
	0.061**
(.016)
	-

	Past voting
	4.151**
(.263)
	4.296**
(.042)
	3.475**
(.273)
	3.850**
(.046)
	2.431**
(.161)

	Female
	-0.202
(.259)
	-0.116**
(.040)
	0.023
(.251)
	0.123**
(.039)
	-0.220
(.152)

	Black
	-0.911+
(.520)
	-0.166*
(.078)
	-0.617
(.428)
	-0.238**
(.065)
	-0.447
(.277)

	Hispanic
	-0.590
(.418)
	-0.170*
(.072)
	-0.157
(.370)
	-0.287**
(.067)
	-0.363
(.300)

	Other race
	-.940*
(.429)
	-0.149+
(.080)
	-0.132
(.452)
	-0.381**
(.077)
	-0.146
(.294)

	Age
	0.003
(.010)
	0.017**
(.001)
	0.008
(.008)
	0.011**
(.001)
	0.019**
(.006)

	Education
	0.139
(.085)
	0.140**
(.015)
	0.171
(.107)
	0.125**
(.014)
	0.147**
(.056)

	Income
	0.011
(.052)
	0.049**
(.007)
	-0.068
(.049)
	0.045**
(.007)
	0.002
(.026)

	Married
	-0.118
(.271)
	0.055
(.047)
	-0.222
(.296)
	-0.016
(.048)
	0.200
(.158)

	Religious attendance
	-0.052
(.079)
	0.015
(.012)
	0.005
(.073)
	-0.019
(.012)
	0.028
(.048)

	Children under 18
	-0.001
(.285)
	-0.411**
(.051)
	0.178
(0.263)
	-0.230**
(.048)
	0.232
(.210)

	Constant
	-2.075**
(.673)
	-3.617**
(.101)
	-1.434*
(.639)
	-2.354**
(.096)
	-2.438**
(.449)

	Observations
	883
	52,940
	888
	53,830
	3,135


+p<.10 *p<.05 **p<.01
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The Distribution of Non-COVID Crises Across Demographic Groups
	
	CES 2018 Common 
	CES 2018 Module
	CES 2020 Common
	CES 2020 Module
	VOTER Study

	Gender
	
	
	
	
	

	     Women
	0.59
	1.22
	0.77
	2.50
	0.67

	     Men
	0.50
	0.11
	0.73
	2.36
	0.52

	Age
	
	
	
	
	

	     18-35
	0.64
	1.35
	0.98
	3.11
	0.54

	     36-55
	0.58
	1.17
	0.83
	2.95
	0.79

	     56 or older
	0.44
	0.99
	0.52
	1.54
	0.70

	Race/Ethnicity
	
	
	
	
	

	     White
	0.51
	1.06
	0.69
	2.15
	0.59

	     Black
	0.69
	1.33
	0.89
	3.39
	0.84

	     Hispanic
	0.61
	1.71
	0.89
	3.38
	0.98

	     Other
	0.53
	1.11
	0.87
	3.39
	0.78

	Education
	
	
	
	
	

	     No HS Degree
	0.69
	1.90
	0.88
	2.07
	0.79

	     HS Degree
	0.58
	1.20
	0.74
	2.29
	0.62

	     Some College
	0.59
	1.17
	0.84
	2.60
	0.72

	     College Degree
	0.46
	0.94
	0.68
	2.53
	0.64

	Income Quintile
	
	
	
	
	

	    First
	0.77
	1.60
	0.98
	3.49
	1.05

	    Second
	0.56
	1.26
	0.80
	3.11
	0.83

	    Third
	0.49
	1.14
	0.69
	2.28
	0.74

	    Fourth
	0.44
	0.95
	0.61
	1.65
	0.57

	    Fifth
	0.36
	0.62
	0.55
	1.12
	0.44

	Note: Cell entries are the weighted average number of non-COVID crises reported by respondents in each group.






The Distribution of COVID Crisis Across Demographic Groups
	
	CES 2020 Common 
	CES 2020 Module

	Gender
	
	

	     Women
	1.04
	1.05

	     Men
	1.04
	0.99

	Age
	
	

	     18-35
	1.17
	1.14

	     36-55
	1.14
	1.15

	     56 or older
	0.86
	0.82

	Race/Ethnicity
	
	

	     White
	1.00
	0.95

	     Black
	1.13
	1.24

	     Hispanic
	1.27
	1.14

	     Other
	0.96
	1.13

	Education
	
	

	     No HS Degree
	0.73
	0.43

	     HS Degree
	0.85
	0.77

	     Some College
	1.11
	1.11

	     College Degree
	1.20
	1.26

	Income Quintile
	
	

	    First
	0.84
	0.78

	    Second
	1.02
	1.00

	    Third
	1.12
	1.11

	    Fourth
	1.18
	1.08

	    Fifth
	1.27
	1.27

	Note: Cell entries are the weighted average number of COVID crises reported by respondents in each group.
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This section reports the results of analyses exploring possible heterogeneous effects of personal crises on voter turnout. We re-estimate the main logistic regression models with all control variables from Table 3 of the main text but add an interaction term between personal crises and each covariate in the regression model. Separate regression models are estimated for each interaction in each study. As in the main text, we distinguish between non-COVID and COVID crises in the 2020 CES models, including interaction terms for each of these variables in the same regression model.

The interaction terms allow us to test for heterogeneous effects of personal crises across values of past voting, gender, race (measured using White, Black, and Hispanic dummy variables), children under 18 (dichotomous), age, income, and education for all surveys. For the VOTER panel, we also include a model testing for heterogeneous effects with prior political interest. Political interest is measured with a question that asks respondents how often they would say they “follow what’s going on in government and public affairs.” The response options are “Most of the time,” “Some of the time,” “Only now and then,” “Hardly at all,” and “Don’t know.” We code this as an ordinal variable ranging from 1 to 4, with “Hardly at all” and “Don’t know” both coded as 1 and “Most of the time” coded as 4. We use the respondent’s response to this question in the 2017 wave of the survey, before the twelve-month lookback window for the financial difficulties question.

The table below displays the coefficient, standard error, and p-value for each interaction term.
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	Covariate
	CES 2018 Module
	CES 2018 Common
	CES 2020 Module - COVID
	CES 2020 Module -
non-COVID
	CES 2020 Common - COVID
	CES 2020 Common - non-COVID
	VOTER Survey

	Past voting
	-.24 
(.19) p=.22
	-.31** 
(.05) p<.001
	.003
(.24) p=.99
	-.08+
(.04) p=.06
	.12**
(.04) p<.001
	-.27**
(.04) p<.001
	-.20+ 
(.12) p=.095

	Female
	.28 
(.22) p=.22
	-.11+ 
(.06) p=.06
	-.008
(.21) p=.97
	-.02
(.08) p=.79
	.08*
(.03) p=.01
	.03
(.04) p=.52
	-.02 
(.14) p=.90

	White
	.08 
(.21) p=.70
	-.17* 
(.07) p=.01
	.09
(.24) p=.71
	-.07
(.07) p=.32
	.10**
(.03) p=.003
	-.04
(.04) p=.36
	-.05 
(.15) p=.77

	Black
	.03 
(.25) p=.89
	.02 
(.10) p=.84
	.49
(.34) p=.14
	-.06
(.09) p=.49
	-.02
(.05) p=.67
	-.01
(.06) p=.85
	-.22 
(.18) p=.23

	Hispanic
	-.70* 
(.34) p=.04
	.21* 
(.09) p=.02
	-.60*
(.30) p=.05
	.26**
(.10) p=.006
	-.14**
(.04) p=.002
	.02
(.06) p=.72
	.11 
(.23) p=.65

	Children <18
	.08
(.20) p=.67
	.09 
(.06) p=.13
	.03
(.20) p=.90
	-.05
(.08) p=.56
	-.06+
(.03) p=.08
	-.11**
(.04) p=.006
	.11 
(.16) p=.50

	Age
	-.007 
(.005) p=.18
	.001 
(.001) p=.47
	.01
(.01) p=.15
	.0002
(.004) p=.96
	.0004
(.001) p=.67
	.003*
(.001) p=.04
	.01 
(.01) p=.10

	Education
	.14* 
(.07) p=.03
	.02
 (.02) p=.19
	.07
(.07) p=.34
	.05+
(.03) p=.07
	-.01
(.01) p=.22
	.05**
(.01) p<.001
	-.01 
(.04) p=.80

	Income
	.04 
(.02) p=.13
	.003 
(.008) p=.74
	.01
(.03) p=.65
	.01
(.01) p=.17
	-.007+
(.004) p=.09
	.02**
(.01) p=.005
	.07** 
(.02) p=.001

	Past political interest
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	.07
(.08) p=.37


+p<.10 *p<.05 **p<.01
For the 2018 CES and VOTER surveys, each cell reports the results for an interaction term from a separate logistic regression. For each of the 2020 CES surveys, adjacent cells report the results for interaction terms for the COVID-specific and other negative life events variables from the same logistic regression. All analyses use survey weights. Standard errors in parentheses.
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The table in this appendix presents the results of a logit model of validated voter turnout using the 2020 CES Module data (which includes the most robust set of measures) and including variables that distinguish between crises that likely represent a significant change from the status quo in the current year and those that could represent ongoing problems. Since respondents were only asked about the past twelve months, we have no direct measure of whether the problem is ongoing or new, and so based the coding on our best judgment. To illustrate this distinction, “serious trouble with romantic partner” may represent an ongoing issue, while divorce is a specific qualitative change in a person’s marital status. Divorce may represent the culmination of ongoing marital problems, but the event itself is qualitatively different from those ongoing problems. Similarly, “serious troubles with a landlord” may drag on for some time, while eviction represents a clear qualitative change in housing status. Complete lists of crises counted for each variable are included below. As in the 2020 CES analyses in the main text, crises related to COVID-19 are measured separately as well.

Personal crises – likely changes
· Had driver's license suspended
· Lost eligibility for government program
· Lost eligibility for tax break
· Demoted or hours cut (non-COVID related)
· Owned business that lost money or closed
· Went bankrupt
· Had possessions repossessed
· Lost health insurance
· Death of family member or close friend (non-COVID)
· Arrested or accused of a crime
· Sued in a civil case
· Had a home destroyed
· Had to unexpectedly pay for major home repairs
· Temporarily lived with others or in a shelter
· Lost home
· Evicted
· Had a substantial increase in rent
· Decreased income
· Lost job
· Divorced
· Victim of a crime
· Visited an emergency room
· Pay cut at work

Personal crises – possibly ongoing
· Had trouble with boss
· Pawned valuables to make ends meet
· Been pressured to pay bills or creditors
· Been unable to pay utilities
· Had trouble affording medical expenses
· Had problem with alcohol or drugs
· Had serious trouble with romantic partner
· Been discriminated against
· Lived in a house in poor condition
· Had serious troubles with a landlord
· Needed but unable to use public transportation
· Needed, but not had, car for 1 month or more
· Fallen behind in paying rent

Logistic Regression of Voting on Discrete vs Possibly Ongoing Crises
	
	CES 2020 Module

	Non-COVID crises: likely changes
	-.18*
(.08)

	Non-COVID crises: possibly ongoing
	.01
(.08)

	COVID crises
	.21+
(.11)

	Past voting
	3.50**
(.27)

	Female
	.01
(.25)

	Black
	-.60
(.43)

	Hispanic
	-.18
(.36)

	Other race
	-.11
(.46)

	Age
	.01
(.01)

	Education
	.09
(.06)

	Income
	-.07
(.05)

	Married
	.01
(.07)

	Religious attendance
	-.20
(.30)

	Children under 18
	.14
(.27)

	Constant
	-1.48**
(.64)

	
	

	Observations
	888

	+p<.10 *p<.05 **p<.01
All analyses use survey weights.






