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We leverage data from two main sources. First is Round 7 of the Afrobarometer (AB), which comprises nationally representative surveys for 34 countries conducted between 2016-2018. Second is the data from a 2015 Uwezo (UW) assessment of learning outcomes carried out by the East African NGO Twaweza. The table below describes the variables we construct and use in our analyses in greater detail.


	Variable
	Role in Analysis
	Operationalization
	Source

	Effective Access to Education
	Dependent Variable in Models 1-2 of Table 1
	Response  (among citizens who report that they had contact with a public school in the last 12 months) to question, “How easy or difficult was it to obtain the services you needed from teachers or school officials?”

Responses range from “Very Difficult” (which we coded as 0) to “Very easy” (3)

	AB

	Effective Access to Health
	Dependent Variable in Models 3-4 of Table 1
	Response  (among citizens who report that they had contact with a public clinic or hospital in the last 12 months) to question, “How easy or difficult was it to obtain the medical care you needed?”

Responses range from “Very Difficult” (which we coded as 0) to “Very easy” (3)

	AB

	Access to information
	Proxy for social bargaining capacity; independent variable in Table 1
	Principal component analysis of three variables capturing the frequency of accessing news from radio, television, and newspapers. We find these variables have one component with an eigenvalue greater than one and so use predicted values of this component as our indicator of access to information. The variable is standardized in our regression analysis.
	AB

	Ruling party supporter
	Proxy for social bargaining capacity; independent variable in Table 1
	We identify ruling party supporters as respondents who indicate that they feel close to the ruling political party in the Afrobarometer survey. The “ruling party'' is coded as the party in power following the most recent election before the Afrobarometer survey in each country. The variable is standardized in our regression analysis.
	AB

	Bribe for education
	Control variable in Table 1
	Response (among citizens who report that they had contact with a public school in the last 12 months) to the question, “And how often, if ever, did you have to pay a bribe, give a gift, or do a favour for a teacher or school official in order to get the services you needed from the schools?”

Responses range from “Never” (which we coded as 0) to “Often” (3). Variable is standardized in regression analysis.
	AB

	Bribe for health
	Control variable in Table 1
	Response (among citizens who report that they had contact with a public clinic or hospital in the last 12 months) to question,  “And how often, if ever, did you have to pay a bribe, give a gift, or do a favour for a teacher or school official in order to get the services you needed from the schools?”

Responses range from “Never” (which we coded as 0) to “Often” (3). Variable is standardized in regression analysis.
	AB

	Poor (cash lived poverty)
	Control variable in Table 1
	Response to question, “Over the past year, how often, if ever, have you or anyone in your family gone without a cash income?”

Coded as 1 if respondent answers they have gone without a cash income at least once or twice; 0 otherwise.
	AB

	Female
	Control variable in Table 1
	Binary variable indicating whether respondent identifies as female
	AB

	Age quintile
	Control variable in Table 1
	Age quintile constructed based on distribution of given ages in survey
	AB

	Rural
	Control variable in Table 1
	Binary variable indicating whether respondent resides in rural area
	AB

	Demand Side of Effective Access to Education –  Discussed Child’s Progress
	Dependent Variable in Model 1 of Table 2 

Independent Variable in Models 1, 4, and 7 of Table 3
	Parent’s response to question H202 on the Household Information Sheet, “Did you discuss your child’s progress with the teacher last term?”

Responses are coded as a binary variable, where “Yes” is 1 and “No” is 0.
	UW

	Supply Side of Effective Access to Education –  
Invited to Parents Meeting
	Dependent Variable in Model 2 of Table 2

Independent Variable in Models 2, 5, and 8 of Table 3
	Parent’s response to question H204 on the Household Information Sheet, “Were you invited for a parental meeting at your child’s school this year?”

Responses are coded as a binary variable, where “Yes” is 1 and “No” is 0.
	UW

	Demand Side of Effective Access to Education – Attended Parents Meeting
	Dependent Variable in Model 3 of Table 2 

Independent Variable in Models 3, 6, and 9 of Table 3
	Parent’s response to question H205 on the Household Information Sheet, “[If invited], did you attend [the parental meeting]?”

Responses are coded as a binary variable, where “Yes” is 1 and “No” is 0.
	UW

	Mother’s Education Level
	Proxy for social bargaining capacity; independent variable in Table 2
	Categorized variable corresponding to question H602 on the Household Information Sheet, indicating whether the child’s mother has (1) no; (2) primary; (3) secondary; (4) college; or (5) university education
	UW

	Household owns a radio
	Proxy for social bargaining capacity; independent variable in Table 2
	Binary variable, derived from question H107_2 on the Household Information Sheet, indicating whether the household owns a radio
	UW

	Average Household - number of meals per day
	Control variable in Tables 2 and 3
	Categorized variable corresponding to question H104 on the Household Information Sheet, indicating whether the family has 1, 2, or 3 or more meals per day
	UW

	Age of mother
	Control variable in Tables 2 and 3
	Numerical variable corresponding to question H601 on the Household Information Sheet, recording the age of the child’s mother
	UW

	Rural EA
	Control variable in Tables 2 and 3
	Binary variable indicating whether the household is located in a rural enumeration area (EA)
	UW

	Learning Outcome – Math
	Dependent Variable in Models 1-3 of Table 3
	The child’s math (numeracy) test was scored from 1-9, with 1 indicating innumeracy and 9 indicating advanced math competency (demonstrated ability to do multiplication). 

Variable was rescaled to range from zero to one.
	UW

	Learning Outcome – Swahili
	Dependent Variable in Models 4-6 of Table 3
	The child’s Swahili literacy test was scored from 1-5, reflecting five competency levels: (1) non-reader; (2) able to read letters/sounds; (3) able to read words; (4) able to read paragraphs; and (5) able to read a short story. 

Variable was rescaled to range from zero to one.
	UW

	Learning Outcome – English
	Dependent Variable in Models 7-9 of Table 3
	The child’s English literacy test was scored from 1-5, reflecting five competency levels: (1) non-reader; (2) able to read letters/sounds; (3) able to read words; (4) able to read paragraphs; and (5) able to read a short story. 

Variable was rescaled to range from zero to one.
	UW
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