[bookmark: _GoBack]Appendix for ‘Reconsidering mechanisms in social science research: the varied uses of an explanatory metaphor’ 
Articles on which the discussions are based were selected by implementing a full text search for “mechanism” in four well-known generalist outlets for political science and international relations and choosing the 20 top article results for each in the period 20-year period 2003-2023 amounting to a selection of 80 articles. 
It includes generalist journals both based in the US as well as in Europe American Political Science Review, International Organization, Political Studies and European Journal of International Relations. The selection obviously presents us with a partial image of how the notion of mechanisms is used in empirical work in the discipline. However, it does provide one snap shot that helps identify some prevalent usages of ‘mechanisms’ allowing for a reconsideration of some of the fault lines in discussions on mechanisms in social science work. 
As discussed in the main text, articles are ordered in three broad categories: Mechanism as theory (MAT), Mechanism as observed causal pattern (OCP), Mechanism as Ideal Type (MIT). The discussion centers on how the mechanism as an explanatory metaphor is mobilized in empirical work. Theoretical/methodological articles without empirics, marked Theory (T) articles on formal theory (FT) and articles discussing mechanisms in terms institutional mechanisms (IM) were grouped under Other as they do not speak to the key issues of the article. 
In table 1, the articles are grouped according to these categories. Below all articles are listed alphabetically under each journal heading with short descriptions explaining the designation of the study in one of the categories. No description has been added to articles falling in the ‘Other’ category.  

Table 1 Articles by journal and category of usage of 'mechanism'
	Journal
	Mechanism as theory (MAT)
	Mechanism as observed causal pattern (OCP)
	Mechanism as Ideal Type (MIT)
	Other

	American Political Science Review
	Aarøe, L., Bang Petersen, M., & Arceneaux, K. (2017) 

Berliner, D., & Erlich, A. (2015)

 Cederman, L.-E., & Girardin, L. (2007)

Malesky, E.J., Todd, J.D., & Tran, A. (2023)

Tertytchnaya, K., De Vries, C.E., Solaz, H., & Doyle, D. (2018)

Tutnauer, O., & Wegmann, S. (2022)


	Lebas, A., & Young, L.E. (2023)

Muriaas, R., Mazur, A.G., & Hoard, S. (2022)

Grewal, S. (2020)

Habyarimana, J., Humphreys, M., Posner, D.N., & Weinstein, J.M. (2007)

Quek, K. (2021)

Snyder, J., & Borghard, E.D. (2011)

Xu, A.Z. (2023)
	González, Y., & Mayka, L. (2023)
	Battaglini, M., Morton, R., & Palfrey, T. (2007)  (IM)

Chen H, Suen W. (2021) (FT)

Grant, R.W., & Keohane, R.O. (2005) (IM)

Imai, K., Keele, L., Tingley, D., & Yamamoto, T. (2011) (T)

Jha, S. (2013) (IM)

Powell, R. (2004) (FT)

Vallier, K. (2018) (IM)

Barnett M. (2009) (T)

	International Organization 
	Cederman L-E, Warren TC, Sornette D. (2011)

Christensen D. (2019)

Larsson O. and Naurin D. (2016)

Lyall J, Wilson I. (2009)

Murdie A, Hicks A. (2013)

Myrick R. (2021)

Schultz KA, Weingast BR. (2003)

Strezhnev A, Kelley JG, Simmons BA. (2021)

Webster K, Chen C, Beardsley K. (2019)
	Bell MS, Quek K. (2018)

Carnegie A, Carson A. (2018)

Kornprobst M. (2007)

Lipscy PY, Lee HN-K. (2019)

Ross ML. (2004)

	Dai X. (2005)

Hui VT. (2004)

	Checkel JT. (2005) (T)

Hafner-Burton EM, Helfer LR, Fariss CJ. 2011 (IM)

Kucik J, Reinhardt E. (2008) (IM)



	Political Studies
	Ennser-Jedenastik, L. (2014)

Fiorio, C. V., Mohun, S., & Veneziani, R. (2021)

Geurkink, B., Akkerman, A., & Sluiter, R. (2022)

Giugni, M., & Grasso, M. (2019)

Kalinin, K. (2018)

Lim, S., & Lee, H. W. (2022)

Loveless, M. (2021)

Velimsky, J. A., Block, S., Gross, M., & Nyhuis, D. (2023)

Vesa, J., & Binderkrantz, A. S. (2023)
	Alimi, E. Y. (2016)

Clift, B. (2007)

Hindmoor, A. (2009)

Jacobs, L., Boukes, M., & Vliegenthart, R. (2019)

	Engelken-Jorge, M. (2018)

Holdo, M., & Öhrn Sagrelius, L. (2020)
	Bäck, H., Teorell, J., & Lindberg, S. I. (2019) (IM)

Bertelli, A. M. (2008) (IM)

Page, E. A., & Heyward, C. (2017) (IM)

Tuttnauer, O., & Hazan, R. Y. (2023) (IM)

Wallaschek, S. (2020) (IM)

	European Journal of International Relations
	Gläßel, C., González, B., & Scharpf, A. (2020)

Linde, R. (2014)

Rickard, S. J. (2010)


	Bettiza, G., & Dionigi, F. (2015)

Dimitrakopoulos, D. (2008)

Heupel, M. (2011)

Heupel, M., Heaphy, C., & Heaphy, J. (2022)

Jüde, J. (2022)

Lundgren, M. (2020)

Palestini, S., & Martinelli, E. (2023)

Pratt, S. F. (2019)


	Gehring, T., & Oberthür, S. (2009)

Ish-Shalom, P. (2006)

Krebs, R. R., & Jackson, P. T. (2007)  

Michalski, A., & Norman, L. (2016)
	Bakalov, I. (2020) (T)

Banta, B. (2013) (T) 

Bennett, A. (2013) (T)

Hayes, J. (2012) (T)

Methmann, C. (2013) (IM)






Articles listed by outlet with descriptions
American Political Science Review
Aarøe, L., Bang Petersen, M., & Arceneaux, K. (2017) The behavioral immune system shapes political intuitions: Why and how individual differences in disgust sensitivity underlie opposition to immigration, American Political Science Review, 111(2), 277–294. (MAT)
Battaglini, M., Morton, R., & Palfrey, T. (2007) Efficiency, equity, and timing of voting mechanisms, American Political Science Review, 101(3), 409–424. (OTHER/IM)
Berliner, D., & Erlich, A. (2015) Competing for transparency: Political competition and institutional reform in Mexican states, American Political Science Review, 109(1), 110–128. (MAT)
Berliner and Erlich (2015) suggests a mechanism by which incumbent parties who face uncertainty over future political control seek to ensure access to government information, and means of monitoring incumbents, in the future in case they lose power. Measures the extent to which more electorally competitive states pass transparency laws quicker after elections than non-competitive states. 
Cederman, L.-E., & Girardin, L. (2007) Beyond fractionalization: Mapping ethnicity onto nationalist insurgencies, American Political Science Review, 101(1), 173–185. (MAT)
Cederman and Girardin (2007) theorizes a mechanism to capture how escalation to violence is more likely where the dominant group is a demographic minority. Their empirical study shows that more demographically significant ethnic groups are excluded from state power, the more likely it is that there will be violent attempts at overcoming such imbalances.
Chen H, Suen W. (2021) Radicalism in Mass Movements: Asymmetric Information and Endogenous Leadership. American Political Science Review.;115(1):286-306. doi:10.1017/S0003055420000921 (FT)
[bookmark: _Hlk164423281]González, Y., & Mayka, L. (2023) Policing, democratic participation, and the reproduction of asymmetric citizenship, American Political Science Review, 117(1), 263–279. (MIT) 
[bookmark: _Hlk164253155]González and Mayka (2023) discuss three mechanisms to capture how participation in policing in so-called CONSEGS in Sao Paolo expands the democratic rights for some citizens while at the same time exacerbating inequality, exclusion and increased repression towards marginalized groups. Mechanisms are explained as relational.  Empirical strategies involve extensive field work combining participants observation, interviews and the analysis of meeting minutes.                                             
Grant, R.W., & Keohane, R.O. (2005) Accountability and abuses of power in world politics, American Political Science Review, 99(1), 29–43. (OTHER/IM)
[bookmark: _Hlk164423302]Grewal, S. (2020) From Islamists to Muslim democrats: The case of Tunisia’s Ennahda, American Political Science Review, 114(2), 519–535. (OCP)
[bookmark: _Hlk164244480]Grewal (2020) presents a correlational study of to what extent longer stays in the west made Tunisian MPs more secular. The author combines a study of their positions on key reforms and looks at the difference between those who stayed and those spent extended periods in the West. The author then choses ‘path-way’ or ‘crucial cases’ to address endogeneity concerns and explore possible mechanisms by using interviews with about a dozen of the MPs.  Depends crucially on considerable knowledge of the Tunisian case. Does not refer to process tracing. 
[bookmark: _Hlk164423320]Habyarimana, J., Humphreys, M., Posner, D.N., & Weinstein, J.M. (2007) Why does ethnic diversity undermine public goods provision?  American Political Science Review, 101(4), 709–725. (OCP)
[bookmark: _Hlk164246580]Habyarimana et al (2007) seek to identify the mechanisms helping to explain how ethnic diversity is linked to low levels of public goods provisions. They construct a set of experimental games in which participants drawn from impoverished parts of Kampala, Uganda participate. Through these experiments they seek to discriminate between a set of mechanisms that have been suggested by previous studies. The article does not refer to process. 
[bookmark: _Hlk164423344]Imai, K., Keele, L., Tingley, D., & Yamamoto, T. (2011) Unpacking the black box of causality: Learning about causal mechanisms from experimental and observational studies, American Political Science Review, 105(4), 765–789. (OTHER/T)
Jha, S. (2013) Trade, institutions, and ethnic tolerance: Evidence from South Asia, American Political Science Review, 107(4), 806–832. (OTHER/IM)
Lebas, A., & Young, L.E. (2023) Repression and dissent in moments of uncertainty: Panel data evidence from Zimbabwe, American Political Science Review, 1–18. (OCP)
Lebas and Young (2023) use survey data and measures average treatment effects through a dif in dif design to capture the relation between repression and intentions to participate in protests. The authors then use a follow-up survey with questions aimed to capture feelings of individual respondents that they think feed into the theorized mechanisms helping to explain mobilization in protests. 
[bookmark: _Hlk164247001][bookmark: _Hlk164423382]Malesky, E.J., Todd, J.D., & Tran, A. (2023) Can elections motivate responsiveness in a single-party regime? Experimental evidence from Vietnam, American Political Science Review, 117(2), 497–517. (MAT)
[bookmark: _Hlk164246829]Malesky et al (2023) asks why single-party regimes are sometimes responsive to preferences of citizens, and aims to find out the mechanisms that explain this. The authors use a randomized controlled trial where legislators were exposed to infographics regarding such preferences and then treatments that reminded legislators of the competitiveness of elections. Their actions on parliament were then analyzed. The article is slightly difficult to categorize. 
Muriaas, R., Mazur, A.G., & Hoard, S. (2022) Payments and penalties for democracy: Gendered electoral financing in action worldwide, American Political Science Review, 116(2), 502–515. (OCP)
[bookmark: _Hlk164243611]Muriaas et al (2022) apply a Qualitative Comparative Analysis (QCA) complemented by to limited studies of two cases, Malawi and France, applying what they refer to as a minimalist process tracing to identify two mechanism to explain how gendered electoral financing may, under certain conditions, enhanced gender balance. 
Powell, R. (2004) The inefficient use of power: Costly conflict with complete information, American Political Science Review, 98(2), 231–241. (OTHER/FT)
Quek, K. (2021) Four costly signaling mechanisms, American Political Science Review, 115(2), 537–549. (OCP) 
Queck (2021) theorizes a set of conditions referred to as ‘mechanisms’ and then uses an experimental survey design to see which of these find support in terms of perceived credibility. Similar to Malesky et al’s study it is not straight forward why the mechanism metaphor is mobilized. The design is indeed focused on what is termed here as mechanisms. It seems that this might be a result of the tradition in formal theory where hypothesized actions under particular incentive structures are termed mechanisms. 
Snyder, J., & Borghard, E.D. (2011) The cost of empty threats: A penny, not a pound, American Political Science Review, 105(3), 437–456. (OCP) 
Snyder and Borghard (2011) focuses on the different component parts of a mechanism in terms of an observed causal pattern related to domestic ‘audience costs’ of empty foreign policy threats.  The authors engage in a set of case studies aimed at questioning a prevalent theory for understanding the domestic dynamics of foreign policy action in democratic states. 
Tertytchnaya, K., De Vries, C.E., Solaz, H., & Doyle, D. (2018) When the money stops: Fluctuations in financial remittances and incumbent approval in Central Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia, American Political Science Review, 112(4), 758–774. (MAT)
Tertytchnaya et al (2018) looks at the relation between transfers of money from abroad and support for incumbents. They suggest a misattribution mechanism and measure how well-informed people are as a way to identify the extent to which incumbents are blamed for poorer household economy (due to decreasing financial remittances) relying on the assumption that “those who are more informed are less likely to do so because they realize that the incumbent is not responsible for changes in remitted income.” (2018:772). This results in an empirical strategy whereby trust in the president is regressed on changes in income from remittances and interact these changes with people’s access to information (ibid.). 

[bookmark: _Hlk164423525]Tutnauer, O., & Wegmann, S. (2022) Voting for votes: Opposition parties’ legislative activity and electoral outcomes, American Political Science Review, 116(4), 1357–1374. (MAT)
Tuttnauer and Wegmann (2022) suggest two mechanisms to explain how opposition voting in parliament affects voter views. The authors present statistical evidence that they argue is “compatible with the two mechanisms” proposed. 
Vallier, K. (2018) Exit, voice, and public reason, American Political Science Review, 112(4), 1120–1124. (OTHER/IM)
[bookmark: _Hlk164423586]Xu, A.Z. (2023) Segregation and the spatial externalities of inequality: A theory of interdependence and public goods in cities, American Political Science Review, 1–18. (OCP) 
[bookmark: _Hlk164423806][bookmark: _Hlk164423838]Xu (2023) specifically designs part of the study to capture aspects of the suggested mechanisms. She uses vignette experiments of a more general survey to capture mechanisms that help explain the relationship between socio-economic integration and preferences for provision of public goods in Sao Paolo.  
International Organization 
Barnett M. (2009) Evolution Without Progress? Humanitarianism in a World of Hurt. International Organization.;63(4):621-663. doi:10.1017/S0020818309990087 (OTHER/T)
Bell MS, Quek K. (2018) Authoritarian Public Opinion and the Democratic Peace. International Organization., 72(1):227-242. doi:10.1017/S002081831700042X (OCP)
[bookmark: _Hlk164244722]Bell and Quek (2018) study the mechanism that underpins democratic peace. The article employs a survey experiment to support the argument that values that are thought to underpin democratic peace, the reluctance among citizens for their government to use military force against democracies, is also present in an authoritarian state, China. The study while obviously co-variational focus on a distinct aspect of a suggested causal mechanism. 
Carnegie A, Carson A. (2018) The Spotlight’s Harsh Glare: Rethinking Publicity and International Order. International Organization.72(3):627-657. doi:10.1017/S0020818318000176 (OCP)
[bookmark: _Hlk164243656]Carnegie and Carson (2018) develop two mechanisms by which exposing rule violations endangers norms of formalized legal regimes. They formalize these mechanisms in game theoretic terms, formulate case specific observable implications of the theory for a set of case studies of the US relation to different countries within the nuclear non-proliferation regime. 
Cederman L-E, Warren TC, Sornette D. (2011) Testing Clausewitz: Nationalism, Mass Mobilization, and the Severity of War. International Organization.;65(4):605-638. doi:10.1017/S0020818311000245 (MAT) 
Suggests mechanisms, drawing on Clausewitz’s arguments regarding the relation between state capacity and the severity of interstate wars. Stays with a macro-analysis that centers on the size of conflicts after 1789. 
Checkel JT. (2005) International Institutions and Socialization in Europe: Introduction and Framework. International Organization.;59(4):801-826. doi:10.1017/S0020818305050289 (OTHER/T)
Christensen D. (2019) Concession Stands: How Mining Investments Incite Protest in Africa. International Organization, 73(1):65-101. doi:10.1017/S0020818318000413 (MAT)
Christensen (2019) studies the relation between commercial mining investments in Africa between and the likelihood of social or armed conflict. The author does not find support for indices of several mechanisms suggested by previous research and instead offers a mechanism connected to incomplete information that is not however explored empirically. 
Dai X. (2005) Why Comply? The Domestic Constituency Mechanism. International Organization.59(2):363-398. doi:10.1017/S0020818305050125 (MIT)
[bookmark: _Hlk164253465]Dai’s (2005) study addresses the question of why countries comply with international agreements. The author develops a mechanism model for compliance with international agreements based on a game theoretical underpinning. Performs an equilibrium analysis and then uses a set of cases related to compliance with the 1985 Sulphur Protocol to illustrate the mechanism
Hafner-Burton EM, Helfer LR, Fariss CJ. 2011 Emergency and Escape: Explaining Derogations from Human Rights Treaties. International Organization.;65(4):673-707. doi:10.1017/S002081831100021X (OTHER/IM)
Hui VT. (2004) Toward a Dynamic Theory of International Politics: Insights from Comparing Ancient China and Early Modern Europe. International Organization. 58(1):175-205. doi:10.1017/S0020818304581067 (MIT) 
Hui discusses a set of at times causal mechanisms derived from realist theories of international relations and illustrate their use in a comparative historical account of early modern Europe and ancient China to illustrate the viability of the mechanisms. 
Kornprobst M. (2007) Argumentation and Compromise: Ireland’s Selection of the Territorial Status Quo Norm. International Organization. 61(1):69-98. doi:10.1017/S0020818307070026 (OCP)
Kornprobst (2005) develops a norm selection mechanism and uses the case of The Republic of Ireland’s selection of a ‘territorial status quo norm’ as evidence for the mechanism. 
Kucik J, Reinhardt E. (2008) Does Flexibility Promote Cooperation? An Application to the Global Trade Regime. International Organization 62(3):477-505. doi:10.1017/S0020818308080168 (M)
Larsson O. and Naurin D. (2016) Judicial Independence and Political Uncertainty: How the Risk of Override Affects the Court of Justice of the EU. International Organization, 70(2):377-408. doi:10.1017/S0020818316000047 (MAT)
Larsson and Naurin (2016) develops an ‘override mechanism’ to explain how judges take political signals into considerations when adjudicating cases in the Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU). The authors find a strong correlation between member states’ signaled preferences and decisions of the court which, the authors argue, ‘is difficult to explain without the override mechanism’ (2016: 379). 
Lipscy PY, Lee HN-K. (2019) The IMF As a Biased Global Insurance Mechanism: Asymmetrical Moral Hazard, Reserve Accumulation, and Financial Crises. International Organization.;73(1):35-64. doi:10.1017/S0020818318000371(OCP)
Lipscy and Lee (2019) suggests a causal mechanism to explain the relation between political influence that a country has over the IMF and moral hazard type outcomes such as lower international reserves and more frequent financial crises. They use a single case study, that of Taiwan and its exit from the IMF to support the mechanism where they combine qualitative and quantitative evidence. 
Lyall J, Wilson I. (2009) Rage Against the Machines: Explaining Outcomes in Counterinsurgency Wars. International Organization. 63(1):67-106. doi:10.1017/S0020818309090031 (MAT)
Lyall and Wilson (2009) test the hypothesized (negative) relation between increased mechanization of militaries and success in defeating “insurgent foes”. The article relies on data on more than 300 instances of such conflicts over 200 years (1800-2005) complemented by a plausibility probed consisting of a paired comparison between two US outfits during the Iraq war.
Murdie A, Hicks A. (2013) Can International Nongovernmental Organizations Boost Government Services? The Case of Health. International Organization.;67(3):541-573. doi:10.1017/S0020818313000143 MAT 
Murdie and Hicks (2013) focus on a mechanism that helps explain the relation between the presence of public health oriented International Non-Governmental Organizations (INGOs) and more government health services in developing countries. The empirical strategy focuses on hypothesis related to implications of that mechanism than the theorized component parts of the mechanism itself, based on World Value Survey data. 
Myrick R. (2021) Do External Threats Unite or Divide? Security Crises, Rivalries, and Polarization in American Foreign Policy. International Organization.;75(4):921-958. doi:10.1017/S0020818321000175 (MAT)
Myrick (2021) suggest two mechanisms through which external threats may reduce internal political polarization in states.  These are explored in three different studies a textual analysis of policy maker’s speeches, survey’s on political attitudes matched with crisis events and an experimental vignette study. The first two studies most clearly fall in the ‘mechanism as theory’ category. The experimental study is less clear in this respect and an argument can be made for how it centers on the aspects of the mechanisms suggested, and could from this point of view be categorized as using mechanism as observed causal pattern. 
Ross ML. (2004) How Do Natural Resources Influence Civil War? Evidence from Thirteen Cases. International Organization. 58(1):35-67. doi:10.1017/S002081830458102X (OCP)
Ross’s 2004 study seeks to identify the mechanisms that help explain the correlation between the presence of natural resources and occurrences of civil war by studying thirteen ‘most likely’ cases for theorized mechanisms. Due to the number of cases indicators for mechanisms are not engaged with in-depth however the study, notably, retains a measure of openness to inductive insights leading to the formulation of four unanticipated mechanisms (Ross 2004: 57). 
Schultz KA, Weingast BR. (2003) The Democratic Advantage: Institutional Foundations of Financial Power in International Competition. International Organization.;57(1):3-42. doi:10.1017/S0020818303571065 (MAT)
The authors theorize why institutional features associated to liberal democracy provide advantages in prolonged international competition. The argument is illustrated by two cases of long-term rivalry between liberal and illiberal states: that between Britain and France 1689-1815 and the US and the Soviet Union. 
Strezhnev A, Kelley JG, Simmons BA. (2021) Testing for Negative Spillovers: Is Promoting Human Rights Really Part of the “Problem”? International Organization.;75(1):71-102. doi:10.1017/S0020818320000661 (MAT) 
Strezhnev et al’s (2021) study focuses on the phenomenon of ‘negative spillovers’, and in particular the mechanism through which international pressures on states that violate human rights are counteracted by instead shifting violations strategically to areas that are not monitored by external actors. The authors develop a form of quantitative mediation analysis to capture the indirect effects of external interventions, looking for effects that are consistent with the hypothesized mechanism (for which the authors do not find significant support).  
Webster K, Chen C, Beardsley K. (2019) Conflict, Peace, and the Evolution of Women’s Empowerment. International Organization 73(2):255-289. doi:10.1017/S0020818319000055 (MAT)
Webster et al (2019) studies relationships between war, peace and women’s empowerment. They argue for a set of mechanisms whereby the militarization, increased external threats, demographic shifts, as well as shifts in labor, societal roles, and regimes have decreasing or increasing effects on women’s empowerment. They study these links by using the V-Dem women’s politics empowerment index and draw on the Correlates of War data base.  Focus is placed on to what extent the results from the quantitative analysis is consistent with hypothesized mechanisms. 
Political Studies 
[bookmark: _Hlk164245378]Alimi, E. Y. (2016) The Relational Context of Radicalization: The Case of Jewish Settler Contention before and after the Gaza Pullout. Political Studies, 64(4), 910-929. https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-9248.12226 (OCP)
Alimi (2016) develops a set of relational mechanisms to explain the establishment of (and deterioration of) understandings, norms and rules of engagement between parties. Underlines a view of mechanisms and causality that is geared towards understanding of socio-political phenomena, and how their key drivers ‘constitute (rather than cause) a given process’ (Alimi 2016: 911).  The author demonstrates the utility of the mechanisms in two cases related to the Jewish settler movement in Israel. Combining in depth interviews with content analysis of movement-based outlets. 
Bäck, H., Teorell, J., & Lindberg, S. I. (2019) Cabinets, Prime Ministers, and Corruption: A Comparative Analysis of Parliamentary Governments in Post-War Europe. Political Studies, 67(1), 149-170. https://doi.org/10.1177/0032321718760806(IM)
Bertelli, A. M. (2008) Credible Governance? Transparency, Political Control, the Personal vote and British Quangos, Political Studies, 56: 807-829. (IM) 
Clift, B. (2007) French Corporate Governance in the New Global Economy: Mechanisms of Change and Hybridisation within Models of Capitalism. Political Studies, 55(3), 546-567. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9248.2007.00655.x (OCP)
Clift (2007) studies three mechanisms of change in capitalism, focusing specifically on these mechanisms within French capitalism and how they have reshaped the French model. 
Engelken-Jorge, M. (2018) Minimally Deliberative Deliberative Systems? Problematisation and the Deliberative Democratic Effects of Poorly Deliberative Communication. Political Studies, 66(1), 137-153. https://doi.org/10.1177/0032321717710567 (IT)
Engelken-Jorge (2018) uses two case studies of abolition of military service to illustrate ‘problematization’ as a mechanism, using the empirical study as a spring board for normative theorization. Causal claims are avoided and the author instead “addresses the question how public communication can work in order to produce deliberative democratic outcomes, rather than why or under what conditions.” (Engelken-Jorge 2018: 138)
Ennser-Jedenastik, L. (2014) The Politics of Patronage and Coalition: How Parties Allocate Managerial Positions in State-Owned Enterprises. Political Studies, 62(2), 398-417. https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-9248.12031 (MAT)
Ennser-Jedenastik (2014) focuses on party patronage as a linkage mechanisms by which parties exert control over state apparatus in terms of appointments for instance to public sector corporations. Studies covariational patterns between partisan make-up of the executive in Austria and appointments.  
Fiorio, C. V., Mohun, S., & Veneziani, R. (2021) Class, Power and the Structural Dependence Thesis: Distributive Conflict in the UK, 1892–2018. Political Studies, 69(4), 985-1008. https://doi.org/10.1177/0032321720928259 (MAT)
Fiorio et al (2021) studies social democratic parties and labour movements can promote significant income redistribution on favor of labour examining the period 1892-218 in the UK. Methodological strategy focuses on the relationship between trade union density and indicators for ‘profit squeeze’ mainly associated to GDP.  
Geurkink, B., Akkerman, A., & Sluiter, R. (2022) Political Participation and Workplace Voice: The Spillover of Suppression by Supervisors. Political Studies, 70(2), 327-347. https://doi.org/10.1177/0032321720960969 (OCP)
Geurking, Akkerman and Sluiter (2022) study a hypothesized mechanism to explain the “spill-over” between participation in workplace politics and political participation more generally. The mechanism includes a set of steps through which negative or positive experiences of voicing opinions at work are translated in a propensity to engage politically outside the workplace which are studies quantitatively. The study uses survey data geared towards capturing individual’s behavior at work and in politics.  
Giugni, M., & Grasso, M. (2019) Mechanisms of Responsiveness: What MPs Think of Interest Organizations and How They Deal with Them. Political Studies, 67(3), 557-575. https://doi.org/10.1177/0032321718784156 (MAT)
Giugni and Grasso (2019) focus on individual mechanisms explaining the degree of responsiveness of elected officials to civil society organizations. Their primary empirical strategy consists of correlating a number of answers to survey items devised to capture openness to this type of actor as well as a range of measures regarding political attitudes. 
Hindmoor, A. (2009) Explaining Networks through Mechanisms: Vaccination, Priming and the 2001 Foot and Mouth Disease Crisis. Political Studies, 57(1), 75-94. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9248.2008.00725.x (OCP)
[bookmark: _Hlk164243535]Hindmoor (2009) studies the differential ability of interest groups to persuade decision makers, focusing specifically on the mechanism of priming. The study relies on a different stream of mostly qualitative evidence to underpin the mechanism, using the case of the 2001 Foot and Mouth Disease outbreak to study the mechanism. 
Holdo, M., & Öhrn Sagrelius, L. (2020) Why Inequalities Persist in Public Deliberation: Five Mechanisms of Marginalization. Political Studies, 68(3), 634-652. https://doi.org/10.1177/0032321719868707 (MIT)
Holdo and Öhrn Sagrelius (2020) theorize a set of mechanisms that, they argue, helps explain marginalization in public deliberation. They employ an interpretive and explorative approach to derive these mechanisms from the specific case of a period of riots occurring in Stockholm, Sweden in 2013 and a careful to note that they have limit ambitions to provide a causal explanation.  
Jacobs, L., Boukes, M., & Vliegenthart, R. (2019) Combined Forces: Thinking and/or Feeling? How News Consumption Affects Anti-Muslim Attitudes through Perceptions and Emotions about the Economy. Political Studies, 67(2), 326-347. https://doi.org/10.1177/0032321718765696´ (OCP)
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