Table 1. Comparative methodological positioning
	Approach
	Aggregation into single score
	Explicit reference anchor
	Type formation logic
	Preservation of configuration

	Composite index
	Yes
	Usually implicit
	Ranking-based
	Low

	Dashboard approach
	No
	No
	Descriptive comparison
	Partial

	Principal Component Analysis (PCA)
	Statistical reduction
	No
	Latent component extraction
	Reduced to statistical structure

	Cluster analysis
	No scalar score
	No
	Ex post similarity grouping
	Yes, but data-driven

	Bivariate typologies
	Partial
	Often arbitrary
	Threshold-based categorisation
	Limited

	Proposed quadrant framework
	No scalar collapse
	Yes (explicit benchmark)
	Structural quadrant positioning (ex ante)
	High



