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Proportions of the NLSY97 analytic sample are given in Table A for all levels of each social class proxy
and covariate, disaggregated by race/ethnicity and by college pathway milestone. On almost all measures,
proportions increase or decrease with each subsequent (and more challenging) milestone in ways that
intuitively suggest a social selection effect. For example, regardless of race/ethnicity, the proportion of
respondents with at least one parent with some college education continually climbs as one moves from
origin cohort to degree completion. The same is true of respondents in the top third of household net worth,
while the opposite (a continual decrease) is seen among those in the bottom third.

Other consistencies include the universal, continual decline in the proportion of males and the
proportion of respondents in the lowest third of ASVAB scores who fully traversed the college pathway,
plus the universal, steady increase in mean ASVAB score and the proportion of individuals in excellent or
very good health across the same pathway. Comparing patterns by race/ethnicity, however, reveals
advantages for non-Hispanic whites on all three social class proxies: At every step of the pathway, smaller
proportions of Black and Latinx collegegoers had parents with college experience, lived with both parents
in 1997, or came from households with upper-tercile net worth in 1997. Blacks and Latinx were also notably
less likely in high school to be surrounded by peers with college intentions or score highly on the ASVAB.
Overall, Blacks showed greater disadvantage, relative to non-Hispanic whites, than Latinx on most
attributes.
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