Online Appendix 1: The Business Wales Accelerated Growth Programme
The BWAGP forms part of the Welsh Government's Business Wales Entrepreneur and SME support services.  The aim of the programme is to support Start-up’s and SME's with high growth potential. It is interesting to note that this approach aligns with the Welsh Government’s overall move towards targeted programmes addressing different elements of the entrepreneurship policy spectrum including access to finance, high potential start-ups, business support and entrepreneurship amongst young people (Rhisiart and Jones-Evans, 2016).  
A firm’s suitability is evaluated against the programme’s eligibility criteria (see below).  If the firm is successful, an in-depth diagnostic is undertaken, which incorporates an assessment of the business idea, operating model, growth potential and outlines the support required. Suitable firms are accepted on to the accelerator, whilst unsuccessful firms are referred to another stage of the Business Wales service.  Acceptance onto the programme is dependent on the following criteria:
· The firm must be based in Wales;
· The firm must have fewer than 249 employees;
· The firm must be able to demonstrate a potential to: grow turnover by at least 20% year on year, or for younger firms achieve a minimum growth of £2 million turnover over 3 years;
· Generate at least 10 new jobs over a 3-year period, a proportion of which are above average salary for Wales; &
· Develop capabilities to unlock opportunities in international markets.  
The programme’s operational process adopts a pipeline model (see Figure 1 below). Firms apply directly to the programme, or they can be referred by a Welsh Governmental department/agency; a gold partner (associated professional organisations); or through a relationship manager. An ‘expression of interest’ facilitates a firm’s assessment.  Following inclusion on the programme, participant firms are appointed an individual relationship manager, who seek to identify existing and future barriers to growth, and links these with interventions to unlock growth opportunities and reduce time associated with successful scaling.  A combination of ‘work packages’ and ‘specialist projects’ are used to remove growth barriers and enhance growth opportunities.  Interventions are identified through relationship manager interactions with firms at the following stages: initial diagnostic stage, strategic growth planning stage, growth barrier identification stage.   
				
Figure 1: The Operational Process of the Business Wales Accelerated Growth Programme
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