Table S1: Coding framework used to analyse group interview transcripts
	Theme
	Definition
	Extract

	Environmental Awareness

	Environmental knowledge 

	Any instance where the children refer to subject knowledge related to the environment. This could be examples of wildlife, what’s in the school grounds or using terminology such as habitats, definitions of wildlife.
	[bats are] the only mammals that can fly, (R2_S3_G2)

	Seeing the bigger picture
	Any instance where the children talk about the bigger picture in relation to what they are doing with Wild Citizens or at school and at home. This can include discussing climate change and the importance of having more wildlife because trees give us oxygen, the importance of conservation work. This also includes instances where children can show in their talk evidence of transferability from personal to local to global context (e.g. discussing climate change).
	P: It’s to help the climate change so we don’t die, and we don’t get sick. 
I: Okay, how are we helping climate change?
P: Um, because most parts of the planet have been, um, built with loads of stuff and we need more wildlife and, and it’s to help us from getting extinct.
I: Okay, what does that mean?
P: Um, that, um, every human dies and there’s, and another, and there’s no other one gonna come back.
(R1_S2_G4)


	Environmental Experiences
	Any instance where the children talk about the environment and experiences within it, and show a general awareness of the environment around them
	‘ I’ve actually seen a hedgehog that was right next to my house’ (R1_S4_G1)

	Values

	Environmental Responsibility
	Any instance where children talk about the idea that helping nature is important; this is not about talking about nature in general. This includes instances where the children mention their position in relation to the environment and the need or importance of helping the environment/wildlife in the context of the activities they are doing at school, or elsewhere.  
	I: To give it more life yeah, why is that important? 
P: So that when the animals come into the garden, they use it as a home 
I: So, more animals can come to it? What else why are we doing this activity? 
P: To give animals a home 
I: Yes, why do we want to do that? 
P: So, there is more animals
(R1_S2_G1)

	Social Responsibility
	Any instance where the children mention the value of improving their social setting, helping people or social groups as a reason for the importance of the work they are doing 
	‘it makes the school look much more better, and it improves our space, we’re using our space wisely’ (R1_S1_G1)

	Valuing Nature
	Any instance where the children show an acknowledgement or appreciation for the importance of nature (i.e., nature in general is important). This might include instances where the children talk about what they like (e.g., I like planting trees, I like flowers, we’re having more wildlife to enrich the environment). This might include children talking about emotions in relation to nature. 

	‘when you have more wildlife it’s better for you and for other people, cause people like nature and leaves and bugs so… and like, in our school sometimes we count how many nests there are and birds’
(R1_S1_G1).


	Valuing being outdoors
	Any instance where the children express an appreciation for being outdoors, and spending time outside.



	‘I’ve never been in my garden that much before, so now that we’re doing a gardening club, I’ve been out in my garden more’ (R1_S2_G4)

	Action competence 

	Knowledge of action possibilities

	Performed actions
	Any instance where children talk about actions taken to improve/help the environment generally or in the context of their school grounds 
	‘we cut a hole in the gate so more hedgehogs could come in’ (R1_S3_G2)

	
	Suggested actions
	Any instance where children suggest or talk about actions they could take to improve/help the environment 
	‘We could make more things for birds to go in and bug houses to attract bugs’ (R1_S1_G1)


	
	Family action
	Any instance where the children mention family members’ involvement in action (e.g., doing things with parents/siblings, grandparents). This could be mentioned in relation to suggested action or in relation to actions already taken. This can also be mentioned as part of experiences that children have in nature (Env_Experiences).
	‘Every Tuesday me and my Grandpa goes round their neighbourhood and we get trash collectors and pick up all the trash and put them in the bins’ (R1_S1_G3)



	Willingness and commitment to action
	Commitment to Action
	Any instance where the children indicate through suggested actions or performed actions their commitment to action. This is not just talking about performed/suggested actions but the importance of their actions, or the willingness to expand work, or taking further action at school or other contexts (e.g., home, the park). 
	‘lots of people are like stepping on the flowers and we’re making sure that they don’t and we’re also making sure that if they do we’re planting more flowers than they step on them’ (R1_S1_G3)

	
	Advocating for Action 
	Any instance where the children discuss actions that include communicating to others (the public, other pupils, their family, friends, teachers, school) the importance of their environmental actions and/or of helping the environment

	P: the most important part is, like, telling everyone to not go in there and, like, step on all the flowers, then they should go through the pathway
I: Why is that the most important thing?
P: Because on the pathway, it’s, like, really clear, but if they go off the pathway, it’s going to ruin all the flowers, and then it’s going to destroy them (R2_S1_G1)

	Making a difference
	Confidence in own influencing possibilities 
	Any instance where the children express confidence in the actions and solutions they have suggested or have taken to support/protect the environment, i.e., is the outcome of their actions successful? Do they feel they are making a difference through their actions? 

	I: Do you think you are making a difference to wildlife? 
P1: Yes, because when we first started, there wasn’t very much to do, but when we carried on doing it, and there is now loads to do. And we have made a really big change. It used to be just little flowers, now it’s a big bunch of flowers. 
P2: And they’re more, and when they were, like, tiny, they’ve got, like, very big because we’ve been treating them
(R2_S1_G2)

	
	Confidence in own capacity for change 
	any instance where the children express confidence in their own skills and ability to take action (Do they believe they have the skills to be successful? Can they take the actions they suggest?).
	P: I think I’ve learnt to be resilient at doing the flowers, and always helping the flowers, to be the best you can. 
I: Okay. How do you think you are being resilient? 
P: Because we’re feeding them, doing everything to help them, we’re giving them lots when it’s starting to be the weekend, and before I go on holiday, well, it’s only today, we are going to feed them lots and lots of water (R2_S1_G2)



