Online supplement for Žilinská, M.S., & Bianchi, G. (2025). Beyond Yes and No: Discursive Constructions of Sexual Boundaries in Women’s Lives in Slovakia. Sex Roles. Miroslava Šudila Žilinská, Institute for Research in Social Communication Slovak Academy of Sciences. Email: miroslava.zilinska@savba.sk

[bookmark: _GoBack]
Supplement A
Focus group scenario
Introduction:
The moderator introduces herself and briefly explains the purpose of the study. She confirms participants’ names and checks that she has received their completed demographic questionnaires and informed consent. Participants are kindly asked to turn on their cameras and microphones when speaking. From the outset, the moderator fosters a supportive and respectful atmosphere, assuring participants of confidentiality, anonymization, and the sensitive nature of some topics. She encourages respectful sharing and active listening. Consent for audio recording is confirmed with the participants, and the recording is initiated.
Opening question
Today, we will be discussing sexuality, sex, and boundaries in sex and mostly the women’s perspectives. My first question is: What is it like, what does it mean for a woman becoming a sexual being?
What is the process of discovering female authentic sexuality? What are the most important experiences?
Core questions
In your opinion, how does it happen a woman see herself as a sexual being?
In your opinion, what does it mean to be free and authentic in a woman’s sex life? And is there an opportunity to experience free and authentic sexuality for women?
In your opinion, what does it mean to experience unwanted sex?
In your opinion what does the boundary in sex means?
What are the challenges women face when negotiating the boundary in sex according to your experience/opinion?
Additional questions
What challenges do women face in negotiating sexual boundaries based on your experiences/opinions?
Sexual consent: Have you heard about it? What do you envision it to be?
Negotiating sexual activities: How is negotiation conducted, what happens during sex? If implicit, who is responsible for crossing boundaries?
Changing decisions about sex: Do we have the right to change our decision about having sex? Until what point? How does this process unfold?
Now, let's explore some societal opinions, and I would appreciate hearing your stance:
Is sex a marital obligation? What does that mean in practice?
Exploring sexuality independently: Can a woman discover her sexuality, be a sexual being even without a partner? What role does a partner play?
Sexuality, appearance: If sexuality includes appearance, how do women engage in it? What message are they conveying?
Post-childbirth and changing dynamics: It's often perceived that after giving birth and having children with a partner, sexuality takes a backseat. How do you view this?
Many couples separate after their children grow up, in their 40s, 50s. Do you think it's still a good time for a woman to find a new partner?
What is the role of a woman in sex? What expectations do you think men have? How were you educated in this area?
Closing
Summary of the main points from the discussion, place for additional last comments.
Supplement B
Interviews scenario
Welcoming, demographic questionnaire, short discussion about the family, work background.
Opening question
This research is focus on sexual experience, but let’s start with broader understanding of your life experience: Could you tell me more about how you became a sexual being? I’m interested in the story behind that process—from your own perspective and in your own words.
Additional questions
What is your dating experience? What was your first sexual experience? How did it happen?
How many partners did you had?
What were the most important moments in your life which shape who you are in your sexual life?
What were the most pleasant moments in your life which shape who you are in your sexual life?
What were the most negative moments in your life which shape who you are in your sexual life?
Are there moments in your life where you somehow changed your views, opinions on sexuality?
When you reflect on the journey of your sexual experiences, what are the things you would retrospectively would like to change? And what would you like to stay the same?
What do you understand by sex?
How do you understand consent in sex? Where do you see the boundaries between wanted and unwanted sex? How was it during your life?
How do you negotiate sex? And how was it in the past?
Have you ever agreed on sex although it was not fully wanted? How did it happen?
How do you know what is your boundary in sex? What are your boundaries in sex? How did you discover them?
How do you feel about feminism?
Second interview
It has been two weeks since we met, could you please try to reflect to what was said? What would you like to add?
(Addressing questions which were not answered during the first meeting)
Please, read the extract from our interview (I-poem). What is your impression? How is it to read it? What is important in the poem for you? What is missing there?
I started our meeting curious about your personal history, mostly with focus on sexual experience. Maybe we can conclude with you telling me more about your future, what do you expect in your life sexual and romantic life in next years?

