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Supplementary Information #2 

Although we received over 600 responses, some questions had several possible answers leading to low samples sizes in some categories. We therefore pooled similar answers for some questions to boost sample size.
	Predictor
	Pooled categories
	

	Frequency of tick encounters in yards
	Frequent tick encounters
	Combined ‘daily’, ‘weekly’, and ‘monthly’ tick encounters 

	Backyard type
	Hard surfaces
	Combined ‘mostly hard surfaces’ and ‘mostly wooden decking’

	Backyard type
	Mixed grass/garden and hard surfaces
	Combined ‘mix of grass and garden and hard surfaces’ and ‘mix of grass and garden and wooden decking’

	Time spent in yard
	Daily yard time
	Combined ‘<30 mins in yard’, ‘>30 mins in yard’, and ‘30 mins in yard’

	Time spent in yard
	Minimal yard time
	Combined ‘few times a month and ‘hardly ever’ in yard

	Garden watering
	Never water
	Combined ‘hardly ever’ and ‘never’

	Leaf litter cover on lawns
	Minimal litter
	Combined ‘Lawn dry with minimal leaf litter cover’ and ‘minimal leaf cover’

	Leaf litter cover on lawns
	Moderate to dense leaf litter
	Combined ‘moderate leaf litter cover’ and ‘dense leaf litter cover’

	Reported wildlife sightings
	Frequent “insert animal” sightings
	Combined ‘daily’ and ‘weekly’ sightings

	Reported wildlife sightings
	No sightings
	Combined ‘once’ or ‘never’



