Supplementary Material: Experimental Instruction


Experimental Instruction[footnoteRef:1] [1:  This is the translated version of the experimental instruction and quiz. The original version (in Chinese) is available upon request.] 

Welcome to the Decision-Making Lab of the Jianghan University of China. We invite you to participate in an interesting decision-making experiment. The purpose of this experiment is to study how people make decisions in a social interactive situation. The experiment will be conducted with computer-based materials. By attending this session, you have earned 5 RMB. All earnings for today’s tasks will be in addition to the 5 RMB. You will earn “Points” by completing tasks in the experiment. At the conclusion of the experiment, you will be paid 1 RMB for every 100 points you earned. If you pay attention to the instructions and make thoughtful decisions, you may earn a considerable amount of money. The more points you earn, the more monetary payment you can receive. At the end of the experiment, you will be paid your earnings privately and in cash. You will not be paid if you leave before you conclude the experiment. We guarantee that we will treat your decisions/answers with the utmost confidentiality. For the remainder of this experiment, please refrain from any communication with other participants. Please put away your cell phones.

In the first part of the experiment, we will simulate a scenario where you need to decide how to allocate your time to two different tasks. During the experiment, every six participants will be assigned to one group to interact with each other.

Suppose you have two weekend projects. You can freely determine how to allocate your time between the two projects. However, you only have 10 hours in total to work with. You need to work independently on Project 1 and collaborate with other group members on Project 2.

The decision you will make is how to allocate the 10 hours between these two projects.

Project 1 (personal project) pays you 20 game points per hour.
Project 2 (group project)’s payoff depends on the aggregate working time of all group members. Every hour spent on this project generates 40 game points. The game points from Project 2 will be equally distributed to all group members.

For example, in a group with six people, if three group members devoted 5 hours each to Project 2, one group member devoted 10 hours to Project 2, and the other two group members devoted 0 hours to Project 2, then, in this round, the total payoff generated from Project 2 is:

 (game points)

Thus, every group member will receive  game points from Project 2. In sum, the payoff in each round of the experiment is given by:



where A is the time you spent on Project 1 and B is the aggregate time that group members spent on Project 2.

In the beginning of each round, we will reassign participants to new groups. The experiment will last at least 12 rounds. The specific length of the experiment is randomly determined by the computer. In other words, the experiment could come to the end at any round after the 12th round.
How your payment will be calculated:

At the conclusion of the experiment, four rounds will be randomly selected to determine your payment. Please read the above instructions carefully and then complete the following quiz. If you correctly answer all the questions on the quiz, you will receive an additional 200 game points. If you have any questions, please let the experimenters know. Thank you for your cooperation!


Quiz Questions
1. For each of the following statements, indicate if it is TRUE of FALSE:
(1). During the experiment, my payoff has nothing to do with other people’s decisions.
(2). Every group member will receive the same payoff from Project 2 (group project).
(3). Group members are fixed throughout the experiment.
(4). The experiment will last at least 12 rounds.
(5). The experiment will end at round 12 for certain.

2. Please calculate Xiao Wang’s payoff in the following round: He spent 8 hours on Project 1 and 2 hours on Project 2. On average, each of his team members spent 7 hours on Project 2.
(1). Xiao Wang earns____Points from Project 1 (personal project);
(2). Xiao Wang earns 	___Points from Project 2 (group project);
(3). Xiao Wang’s total earnings in this round are ____Points.


