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Supplementary material 
Article: Lutz, P., Lavenex, S., & Hoffmeyer-Zlotnik, P. (2026). Trading Migration? Explaining Mobility 
Provisions in Preferential Trade Agreements. The Review of International Organizations. 

Appendix I: Data documentation 
 

Table A1: Operationalization mobility provisions 

Variable Operationalization Data source 

Scope of mobility 
provisions 

The scope of mobility provisions is measured as the number of categories 
of businesspeople whose mobility is facilitated by an agreement. The scope 
variable is measured as the aggregate sum of the following dichotomous 
variables (0=absence, 1=presence) :  
 
MOBIP: Does the agreement allow the movement of self-

employed/independent professionals? 
MOBBV: Does the agreement allow the movement of business visitors? 
MOBICT: Does the agreement allow the movement of intra-corporate 

transferees? 
MOBCSS: Does the agreement allow the movement of contractual service 

suppliers? 
MOBTR: Does the agreement allow the movement of (graduate) trainees? 
MOBINS: Does the agreement allow the movement of 

installers/servicers? 
MOBINV: Does the agreement allow the movement of traders/investors? 
MOBEXE: Does the agreement allow the movement of executives? 
MOBMAN: Does the agreement allow the movement of managers? 
MOBSPC: Does the agreement allow the movement of specialists? 
MOBBS: Does the agreement allow the movement of business (service) 

sellers? 
MOBOBP: Does the agreement allow the movement of other business 

people? 
 
Other business persons (artists, sportspersons, fashion models, country-
specific professions, legal representatives, nurses, persons engaged in 
specialty occupations and other skilled professionals). 
 
The scope index is calculated as the sum of the twelve indicators listed 
above, yielding the number of categories of businesspeople covered by the 
mobility provisions of an agreement. For the analysis, the index is rescaled 
to range from 0 to 1 by dividing it by the maximum number of categories 
observed in the sample. 
 
 
 
For the coding details of the different items, see MITA-codebook. 
 
Two separate variables are calculated for investment-related mobility 
(MOBBV, MOBICT, MOBINV, MOBTR) and non-investment-related 
mobility (MOBIP, MOBCSS, MOBBS, MOBINS). Each sub-index is rescaled 
to range from 0 to 1 in the same way. 

MITA dataset (Lavenex 
et al. 2023) 

Depth of mobility 
provisions 

The depth of mobility provisions is measured by an aggregated index of 
commitments that expand (+1) or restrict (-1) the strength of mobility 
provisions: 

- Own mobility chapter (+) 
- mutual recognition of qualifications (+) 
- dispute settlement mechanism (+) 
- visa facilitation (+) 
- work permit facilitation (+) 
- most-favoured nation clause (+) 
- national treatment clause (+) 
- facilitation of application process (+) 
- regulatory cooperation (+) 

MITA dataset (Lavenex 
et al. 2023) 
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- information provision (+) 
- limitation of application fees (+) 
- sector expansion (+) 
- extension of stay (+) 
- quota limitation (+) 
- ENT limitation (+) 
- domestic employment (+) 
- rights of spouses (+) 
- limitation on permanent residence and citizenship (-) 
- limitation of commitment to a subset of signing parties (-) 
- security restrictions (-) 
- technology transfer requirement (-) 
- within-country mobility restriction (-) 
- sector limitation (-) 
- quota reservation (-) 
- ENT reservation (-) 
- skill requirement (-) 
- experience requirement (-) 
- pre-employment requirement (-) 
- duration limitation (-) 
- employment restriction (-) 

 
For each category-specific mobility-provision in an agreement, we 
calculate the depth of the provision based on these indicators. To calculate 
the overall depth of mobility provisions in an agreement, we calculate the 
mean across the eleven categories of businesspeople covered by the 
agreement, excluding the residual category of other business persons 
(MOBOBP). For the analysis, the resulting measure is rescaled to range 
from 0 to 1 by dividing it by its maximum observed value; agreements 
without any mobility provisions take the value 0. 
 
For the coding details of the different items, see MITA-codebook. 

Inclusion of 
mobility provisions 

Dummy (0 = no mobility provisions, 1 = at least one mobility provision). 
An agreement is coded 1 if any of the mobility items listed below is present. 
Provisions on labour mobility (MOBLAB) and on the movement of non-
business persons (MOBNBP) are excluded, so that the measure captures 
the mobility of businesspeople only. 

MITA dataset (Lavenex 
et al. 2023) 

Temporary 
mobility of 
business persons 
(used only for 
validation) 

Index based on DESTA dataset (value 0 to 8): 
- Does the agreement allow the movement of natural persons in the 

provision of services? 
- If there are provisions on the movement of natural persons: do the 

provisions match GATS-commitments or go beyond GATS-
commitments? 

- If there are provisions on the movement of natural persons: do the 
provisions match GATS-commitments or do they even include new 
areas of regulation for each member of the agreement? 

- Are there provisions on transparency and co-operation to facilitate visa 
for business persons? 

- Are there provisions on specific mechanisms to facilitate visa for 
business persons? 

- Does the agreement create for a visa-free movement?  
- Does the agreement allow for the temporary Movement of Business or 

Natural People? 
- Does the agreement include prohibiting pro- visions on the free 

appointment of board members and senior managers? 

DESTA database (Dür et 
al. 2014) 
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Details on operationalization: 
 
Variable list (0=absence, 1= presence) 
MOBOBJ:  Does the agreement mention the objective of facilitating migration? 
MOBCHP:  Does the agreement text contain a dedicated part on the mobility of natural persons? 
MOBLAB:  Does the agreement allow for labour mobility? 
MOBSER:  Does the agreement allow for service mobility? 
MOBMRA:  Does the agreement contain a commitment on the mutual recognition of qualifications? 
MOBDSM:  Does the agreement contain a dispute settlement mechanism for mobility provisions? 
MOBPER:  Does the agreement mention limitations of mobility commitments regarding permanent 

settlement and citizenship? 
MOBREG:  Does the agreement contain a commitment on regulatory cooperation regarding the 

mobility of natural persons? 
MOBMFN:  Does the agreement contain a most-favoured-nation (MFN) clause for mobility 

provisions? 
MOBNTR:  Does the agreement contain a national treatment clause for mobility provisions? 
MOBFEE:  Does the agreement contain a commitment on the limitation of application fees? 
MOBINF:  Does the agreement contain commitments on the provision of publicly available 

information regarding the mobility of natural persons? 
MOBSEC:  Does the agreement contain a limitation of mobility commitments based on security 

interests? 
MOBTEC:  Does the agreement contain technology transfer requirements? 
MOBRES:  Does the agreement contain within-country mobility restrictions? 
MOBVIS1:  Does the agreement contain a commitment on entry facilitation? 
MOBVIS2:  Does the agreement contain a commitment on visa extension/renewal mechanism? 
MOBPRC:  Does the agreement contain a commitment on the facilitation of the application process? 
MOBGATS:  Does the agreement require compliance with the 'General Agreement on Trade in 

Services' (1995)? 
MOBBTC:  Does the agreement require compliance with the 'APEC Business Travel Card Scheme' 

(2013)? 
MOBVSA:  Does the agreement require compliance with a visa agreement between the signing 

parties? 
MOBIP:  Does the agreement allow the movement of self-employed/independent professionals? 
MOBBV:  Does the agreement allow the movement of business visitors? 
MOBICT:  Does the agreement allow the movement of intra-corporate transferees? 
MOBCSS:  Does the agreement allow the movement of contractual service suppliers? 
MOBTR:  Does the agreement allow the movement of (graduate) trainees? 
MOBINS:  Does the agreement allow the movement of installers/servicers? 
MOBINV:  Does the agreement allow the movement of traders/investors? 
MOBEXE:  Does the agreement allow the movement of executives? 
MOBMAN:  Does the agreement allow the movement of managers? 
MOBSPC:  Does the agreement allow the movement of specialists? 
MOBBS:  Does the agreement allow the movement of business (service) sellers? 
MOBOBP:  Does the agreement allow the movement of other business people? 
MOBNBP:  Does the agreement allow the movement of non-business people? 
MOBENT:  Does the agreement contain a rule regarding economic need tests/labour market tests for 

the mobility of natural persons? 
MOBQUO:  Does the agreement contain a quota rule for the mobility of natural persons? 
MOBDRN:  Does the agreement contain a limitation regarding the length of stay for the mobility of 
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natural persons? 
MOBEMP:  Does the agreement contain employment restrictions for the mobility of natural persons? 
MOBEXT:  Does the agreement contain a mechanism for the extension of stay for the mobility of 

natural persons? 
MOBEXP:  Does the agreement contain limitations regarding prior professional experience for the 

mobility of natural persons? 
MOBSKL:  Does the agreement contain a skill-level limitation for the mobility of natural persons? 
MOBSCT:  Does the agreement contain specifications on the sectoral coverage for the mobility of 

natural persons? 
MOBSPS:  Does the agreement contain a provision for the rights of spouses and dependents? 
MOBPRE:  Does the agreement contain a pre-employment requirement for the mobility of natural 

persons? 
MOBDOM:  Does the agreement contain a provision that allows for employment in the receiving 

country? 
 
Calculation of independent variables 
 

 
Data source: KOF Index (Gygli et al. 2019) 
 
 

 
 
Data source: International Monetary Fund’s Direction of Trade Statistics (DOTS) and the  

complementary dataset by Gleditsch (2002). GDP data by World Bank. 
 

 
 
Data source: Abel and Cohen (2019) 
 

 
 
Data source: DEMIG Visa dataset (DEMIG 2015) 
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Data source: MITA dataset (Lavenex et al. 2023) 
 

 
 
Data source: MITA dataset (Lavenex et al. 2023) 
 
 

Table A2: Summary statistics of the main variables 

 
Note: Summary statistics based on the sample used for the main analysis covering bilateral trade agreements 
between 1995 and 2020. 
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Data sources 
Variable(s) in the dataset Source 

mobility, mob_scope, 
mob_depth, the category 
indicators (mobbv, mobict, 
mobip, mobcss, mobtr, 
mobins, mobinv, mobbs), 
mobvis, atype1, atype2; 
path_dependence_* and 
diffusion_* are derived from 
these 

Lavenex, S., Lutz, P., & Hoffmeyer-Zlotnik, P. (2023). Migration 
Provisions in Preferential Trade Agreements (MITA) Dataset (Version 
1.0) [Dataset]. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7837954 

temp (cross-validation index 
of temporary business 
mobility) 

Dür, A., Baccini, L., & Elsig, M. (2014). The design of international 
trade agreements: Introducing a new database. The Review of 
International Organizations, 9(3), 353–375. DESTA, temporary-
movement provisions (investment, services and visa components). 

trade_depend_fob_log, 
trade_depend_cif_log, 
trade_asym_fob 

International Monetary Fund, Direction of Trade Statistics: goods, 
value of exports free on board (FOB) and goods, value of imports cost 
insurance and freight (CIF), bilateral, annual. Each party's bilateral 
trade is expressed as a share of its GDP (World Bank, World 
Development Indicators, GDP in current US$). Trade interdependence 
is the mean of the two shares, trade asymmetry their absolute 
difference; both are lagged by one year. 

gdp_sum World Bank, World Development Indicators: GDP per capita, summed 
across the two signing parties and expressed in 10,000 units. 

fdi World Bank, World Development Indicators: Foreign direct 
investment, net inflows (% of GDP), indicator 
BX.KLT.DINV.WD.GD.ZS, averaged across the two signing parties. 

service_export_log World Bank, World Development Indicators: service exports, indicator 
BX.GSR.NFSV, averaged across the two signing parties. 

kof_index_economic Gygli, S., Haelg, F., Potrafke, N., & Sturm, J.-E. (2019). The KOF 
globalization index – revisited. Review of International Organizations, 
14(3), 543–574. Economic globalization sub-index, 2022 release, 
averaged across the two signing parties. 

migass1 Abel, G. J., & Cohen, J. E. (2019). Bilateral international migration flow 
estimates for 200 countries. Scientific Data, 6, 82. 

visa DEMIG (2015). DEMIG VISA, version 1.4, full edition. Oxford: 
International Migration Institute, University of Oxford. Bilateral visa 
requirements; coverage ends in 2013. 

oecd1, oecd2, pta_oecd OECD membership by year of accession, coded by the authors. 

Note: Origin of the variables in the analysis dataset. The MITA dataset codes the dependent variables; the remaining sources provide the 
independent variables. The replication archive contains the compiled analysis dataset; the underlying data are obtainable from the providers 
listed here.  

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7837954
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Appendix II: Additional analyses 
 

Figure A1: Histograms of mobility provisions in PTAs 

 
 
Note: Histograms of the scope and depth of mobility provisions, using 10 bins and showing the mean and median (dashed/dotted line). 
 
 
 

Figure A2 : Scatter plot of the scope and depth of mobility provisions in bilateral PTAs 
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Figure A3: Ranking of signing parties by the frequency of mobility provisions 

 
Note: Bar plots displaying the 15 signing parties with the highest relative and absolute frequency of mobility provisions in their preferential 
trade agreements. For the calculation of relative frequency only signing parties with at least eight PTAs were considered.  
 
 
 

Table A3: Base models on the determinants of mobility provisions in PTAs 

 
Note: Model estimates based on logistic (1,4,7) or OLS regression (2,3,5,6,8,9). Statistical significance indicated as follows: *<0.05; **<0.01; 
***<0.001. 
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Table A4: Model estimates based on full regression models 

 
Note: Estimates from logistic (1) and linear (2,3) regression models including 
all independent variables. This reduces the sample size to 243 agreements, 
because the DEMIG visa data end in 2013 and bilateral migration flows are 
missing for some dyads. Statistical significance indicated as follows: *<0.05; 
**<0.01; ***<0.001. 
 

 
 

Table A5: Model estimates with alternative trade operationalization 

 
Note: Estimates from logistic (1) and linear (2,3) regression models including a measure 
of trade interdependence based on import-related data instead of export-related data as in 
the base model. Statistical significance indicated as follows: *<0.05; **<0.01; ***<0.001. 
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Figure A4: Model estimates separated by mobility type 

 
Note: Coefficient plot distinguishing investment-related from non-investment-related mobility, for 
scope and depth respectively. All models use OLS regression. 95% confidence intervals shown. 
 
 

 
Table A6: Model estimates based on sub-sample of standard PTAs

 
Note: Model estimates based on logistic (1,4,7) or OLS regression (2,3,5,6,8,9) using a sub-sample of bilateral PTAs that excludes agreements 
signed by trading blocs (except the EU) and interims agreements as well as protocols. Statistical significance indicated as follows: *<0.05; 
**<0.01; ***<0.001. 
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Figure A5: Model estimates based on sub-samples of signing parties 

 
Note: Coefficient plot for the determinants of mobility provisions in PTAs using the binary outcome and 
three different sets of independent variables. Compared with the base models depicted in Figure 3 in the 
manuscript, these models further distinguish between three sub-samples of signing parties based on their 
OECD membership. All models use a logistic regression; the plot shows average marginal effects with 95% 
confidence intervals. 
 

 
Table A7: Model estimates with two-way clustered SEs 

 
Note: Model estimates based on logistic (1,4,7) or OLS regression (2,3,5,6,8,9). Unlike the base models, standard errors are clustered in two 
ways based on the signing parties (party1, party2). Statistical significance indicated as follows: *<0.05; **<0.01; ***<0.001. 
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Table A8: Additional economic controls 

 
Note: Model estimates based on logistic (1,4) or OLS regression (2,3,5,6). Models 1-3 add trade asymmetry and its interaction with trade 
interdependence; Models 4-6 add the signing parties' combined GDP per capita. Statistical significance indicated as follows: #<0.10; *<0.05; 
**<0.01; ***<0.001. 

 
 

Table A9: Alternative proxies of the economic logic 

 
Note: Model estimates based on logistic (1) or OLS regression (2,3) using foreign 
direct investment and service exports as alternative proxy measures of economic 
interdependence. Statistical significance indicated as follows: #<0.10; *<0.05; 
**<0.01; ***<0.001. 

 


