Dynamic CT protocol
An automatic bolus-tracking program was used to time the start of scanning for each phase after contrast medium injection. The trigger threshold level was set at 200 Hounsfield units in the abdominal aorta at the L1 vertebral body level. Hepatic arterial- and equilibrium phase scans were started at 17 and 152 s after triggering. The contrast material (600 mgI/kg body weight) was administered using a power injector (Dual Shot, Nemoto Kyorindo) and a 20-gauge catheter inserted into an antecubital vein. The injection duration was 30 s in all patients and the delivery of contrast material was followed by flushing with 30 mL of physiologic saline at the same injection rate.
