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Appendix 1: Independent and Control Variables


Before inclusion in the models all variables were normalized to range 0 to 1.

(L) = Item assessed on five-point Likert scale from strong agreement to strong disagreement; (RC) = Response scale coded reverse.


Political interest
· How interested are you in politics? Very strongly, strongly, moderately, less strongly, or not at all?

Ideological extremity
· Many people use the terms “left” and “right” when they want to describe different political views. Thinking of your own political views, where would you place these on this scale where 0 means “left” and 10 “right”? The values in between can be used for differentiation. (Scale folded at midpoint, so that 0 denotes centrist position and 1 denotes extreme position).

Party identification
· In Germany, many people lean toward a particular political party for a long time, although occasionally they vote for another party. How about you: Do you lean – generally speaking – toward a particular party? (dummy variable: 1 = leaning toward party, 0 = not leaning toward party).

Valuation of free speech
· In politics, you cannot get everything at the same time. On the following list, there are four goals that can be pursued in politics: … Protecting freedom of speech (Coding in accordance to position in rank order of importance, resulting in scale ranging from 0 = ranked fourth, to 1 = ranked first).

Need for cognition
· I find little satisfaction in thinking deeply about things for hours. (L, RC)

Need to evaluate
· I form opinions about everything. (L)

Need to belong (additive scale; alpha = .60)
· One of the worst things that can happen to me is to be excluded by people I know. (L)
· It would bother me if no one wanted to be around me. (L)

Need for cognitive closure 
· I usually make important decisions quickly and confidently. (L)

Social isolation (additive scale; alpha = .53)
· I have no difficulties getting in contact with other people. (L, RC)
· I feel at ease among many people. (L, RC)

Conflict orientation (additive scale; alpha = .70; positive values indicate conflict seeking, negative values indicate conflict aversion)
· My political views are private and no other people’s business. (L, RC)
· It is indiscrete to ask other people about their political views. (L, RC)
· Political conversations can be dangerous because they can destroy friendships. (L, RC)
· I hesitate to talk about politics with others because such conversations can lead to personal conflicts. (L, RC)
· I find it easy to express my opinion on political issues even if I expect that others contradict me. (L)
· I enjoy defending my political positions against criticism. (L)

Internal political efficacy (additive scale; alpha = .61)
· I am perfectly able to understand and assess important political questions. (L)
· Politics is so complicated that someone like me does not understand what is going on. (L, RC)

Discussion competence (additive scale; alpha = .72)
· In political conversations, I feel inhibited because I get the impression that other discussants can express themselves better than me. (L, RC)
· In political conversations, I hold myself back because I get the impression that other discussants have more expertise than me. (L, RC)

Usage of news media
· In general, on how many days a week do you read political reports in newspapers?
· In general, on how many days do you watch news broadcasts of the public broadcasters ARD or ZDF – regardless of whether on television or online?
· And what about news broadcasts of private channels, for example RTL, SAT1, Pro7 or n-tv: In general, on how many days a week do you watch news broadcasts of private broadcasters – regardless of whether on television or online?

Education 
· Dummy variable: 1 = completed upper secondary education, 0 = lower level of formal education.

Social trust
· Generally speaking, how much trust do you have in the following people? Please tell me by using a scale from 0 to 10. 0 means “no trust at all”, 10 means “a great deal of trust”. The values in between can be used for differentiation. How much trust do you have in strangers?

Gainful employment
· Dummy variable: 1 = part-time of full-time employment, 0 = no gainful employment.

Church attendance
· How often do you normally go to church: Daily or almost daily, several times a week, several times a month, once a month or less, or never?

Trade union membership
· Dummy variable: 1 = member, 0 = no member.

Sociability (additive scale; alpha = .55)
· I will now read out some activities. Please tell me how frequently you have done these things in the past six months (daily or almost daily - several times a week - several times a month - once a month or less - never): spending time with friends, 
· … spending time with people from your work away from work itself, 
· … spending time with people in an association, club or voluntary organization,
· … spending time with people in a group that meets regularly, but is not organized as an association or club.

Household size
· Dummy variable: 1 = single household, 0 = multi-person household.

Economic well-being
· How would you evaluate your own current economic situation: Very good, good, neither good nor bad, bad or very bad?

Population density
· Respondents were assigned the population density of the city district where they resided (persons/km2; source: City of Mannheim Statistical Office).

Migration background
· Dummy variable: 1 = one or both parents born outside Germany, 0 = others.

Gender
· Dummy variable: 1 = male, 0 = female.

Age
· Measured in years (18+).



Appendix 2: Descriptives of All Variables

	Variable
	N
	Mean
	Std. Dev.
	Min
	Max
	Type

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dependent variables
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Access 
	1,593
	.45
	.5
	0
	1
	Binary

	Talk frequency (if access)
	712
	1.3
	.68
	1
	4
	Ordered

	Disagreement (if access)
	672
	1.6
	1.13
	0
	4
	Ordered

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Independent variables
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sex: male
	1,600
	.49
	.5
	0
	1
	Dummy

	Age
	1,583
	.45
	.23
	0
	1
	Continuous

	Political interest
	1,600
	.6
	.26
	0
	1
	Continuous

	Ideological extremity
	1,549
	0.25
	.26
	0
	1
	Continuous

	Party identification
	1,495
	.76
	.43
	0
	1
	Dummy

	Freedom of speech
	1,600
	.87
	.33
	0
	1
	Continuous

	Need for cognition
	1,591
	.52
	.32
	0
	1
	Continuous

	Need to evaluate
	1,600
	.73
	.25
	0
	1
	Continuous

	Need to belong
	1,598
	.83
	.23
	0
	1
	Continuous

	Need for cognitive closure
	1,599
	.63
	.27
	0
	1
	Continuous

	Social isolation
	1,600
	.32
	.22
	0
	1
	Continuous

	Conflict orientation
	1,583
	.6
	.19
	0
	1
	Continuous

	Internal efficacy
	1,600
	.65
	.23
	0
	1
	Continuous

	Discussion competence
	1,582
	.65
	.26
	0
	1
	Continuous

	Newspaper
	1,585
	.54
	.39
	0
	1
	Continuous

	News public TV
	1,589
	.67
	.39
	0
	1
	Continuous

	News private TV
	1,578
	.3
	.38
	0
	1
	Continuous

	Upper secondary education 
	1,593
	.5
	.5
	0
	1
	Dummy

	Social trust
	1,570
	.34
	.22
	0
	1
	Continuous

	Employed
	1,594
	.53
	.5
	0
	1
	Continuous

	Church attendance
	1,570
	.18
	.18
	0
	1
	Continuous

	Trade union member
	1,580
	.16
	.37
	0
	1
	Dummy

	Sociability
	1,600
	.36
	.18
	0
	1
	Continuous

	Single household
	1,594
	.22
	.42
	0
	1
	Dummy

	Economic well-being
	1,587
	.69
	.21
	0
	1
	Continuous

	Population density
	1,600
	.37
	.27
	0
	1
	Continuous

	Migration background
	1,591
	.15
	.36
	0
	1
	Dummy

	Talk frequency
	1,593
	.15
	.2
	0
	1
	Continuous


Note: Data are unweighted.


2


Appendix 3: Antecedents of Involvement in the Public Discursive Sphere (Changes in Predicted Probabilities)

	
	(1)
Access

	(2)
Discussion frequency

	(3)
Disagreement


	
	Talk vs. 
no talk
	Once a month or less
	Several times a month
	Several times a week
	Daily or almost daily
	Never
	Rarely
	Sometimes
	Often
	Very often

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Political interest
	0.356***
	-0.239**
	0.145**
	0.059**
	0.035*
	-0.113+
	-0.065+
	0.044+
	0.096+
	0.038+

	Ideological extremism
	0.035
	-0.176**
	0.107**
	0.043**
	0.026*
	-0.076+
	-0.044+
	0.029+
	0.064+
	0.026

	Party identification
	-0.015
	0.084*
	-0.051*
	-0.020*
	-0.012*
	-0.018
	-0.010
	0.007
	0.015
	0.006

	Freedom of speech
	0.103*
	0.075
	-0.045
	-0.018
	-0.011
	-0.052
	-0.030
	0.020
	0.044
	0.018

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Need for cognition
	-0.010
	-0.030
	0.018
	0.007
	0.004
	-0.036
	-0.021
	0.014
	0.031
	0.012

	Need to evaluate
	0.072
	-0.213**
	0.129**
	0.052*
	0.032*
	0.068
	0.039
	-0.027
	-0.058
	-0.023

	Need to belong
	0.019
	0.174*
	-0.106*
	-0.043*
	-0.026*
	-0.037
	-0.021
	0.014
	0.031
	0.012

	Need for cognitive closure
	-0.076
	-0.166*
	0.101*
	0.041*
	0.025*
	0.024
	0.014
	-0.009
	-0.020
	-0.008

	Social isolation
	-0.191**
	0.061
	-0.037
	-0.015
	-0.009
	0.055
	0.032
	-0.022
	-0.047
	-0.019

	Conflict orientation
	0.215**
	-0.164
	0.100
	0.040
	0.024
	-0.127+
	-0.073+
	0.049+
	0.107+
	0.043+

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Internal efficacy
	0.036
	0.005
	-0.003
	-0.001
	-0.001
	-0.126+
	-0.072+
	0.049+
	0.106+
	0.043+

	Discussion competence
	0.060
	0.196*
	-0.119*
	-0.048*
	-0.029*
	0.098+
	0.057
	-0.038
	-0.083+
	-0.033

	Newspaper
	0.038
	0.006
	-0.004
	-0.002
	-0.001
	0.034
	0.019
	-0.013
	-0.029
	-0.011

	News public TV
	-0.081*
	0.063
	-0.039
	-0.016
	-0.009
	-0.030
	-0.017
	0.012
	0.025
	0.010

	Upper secondary education
	-0.064*
	0.051
	-0.031
	-0.012
	-0.008
	-0.049+
	-0.028+
	0.019+
	0.042+
	0.017+

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Social trust
	0.303***
	-0.148+
	0.090+
	0.036+
	0.022+
	-0.012
	-0.007
	0.005
	0.010
	0.004

	Employed
	0.049+
	-0.061+
	0.037+
	0.015
	0.009
	0.011
	0.006
	-0.004
	-0.009
	-0.004

	Church attendance
	0.035
	0.085
	-0.051
	-0.021
	-0.013
	-0.020
	-0.011
	0.008
	0.017
	0.007

	Trade union member
	0.044
	0.072
	-0.044
	-0.018
	-0.011
	-0.013
	-0.007
	0.005
	0.011
	0.004

	Convivality
	0.239**
	-0.117
	0.071
	0.029
	0.017
	-0.110
	-0.063
	0.043
	0.094
	0.037

	Single household
	-0.020
	-0.100**
	0.061**
	0.025*
	0.015*
	0.018
	0.011
	-0.007
	-0.016
	-0.006

	Economic well-being
	-0.236***
	0.142+
	-0.087+
	-0.035+
	-0.021+
	0.028
	0.016
	-0.011
	-0.024
	-0.010

	Population density
	0.199***
	0.028
	-0.017
	-0.007
	-0.004
	0.018
	0.011
	-0.007
	-0.016
	-0.006

	Migration background
	-0.070+
	0.001
	-0.001
	-0.000
	-0.000
	0.034
	0.020
	-0.013
	-0.029
	-0.011

	Talk frequency
	
	
	
	
	
	-0.235**
	-0.135**
	0.091**
	0.199***
	0.080**

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sex: male
	0.037
	0.020
	-0.012
	-0.005
	-0.003
	-0.015
	-0.009
	0.006
	0.013
	0.005

	Age
	0.047
	-0.025
	0.015
	0.006
	0.004
	0.198**
	0.114**
	-0.077**
	-0.168**
	-0.067**

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Notes: Entries show average marginal effects (change in predicted probabilities) for each predictor, with all remaining model covariates held at their observed values. Predictions are based on models (1) - (3) in Table 1. Levels of statistical significance: + p < 0.10, * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01, *** p < 0.001.

