Appendix 2: Summary of main points discussed by each group in each session

	
	Group A
	Group B
	Group C
	Group D

	Session 1
Future of Yahaba Town
	· A good place to live for all generations (shopping, transportation, schools, and hospitals)
· A flow of people on the west side of the station (already a lot of people on the east side with a medical university)
· Facilities and systems are in place for interaction between the ages.
· Current issues have been resolved (school district review, improved convenience of public facilities, the cost-effectiveness of buses, and more street lights).
	· The number of visitors and new residents is increasing.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Convenient to live (transportation and commercial facilities)
· Safe to live (nursery facilities, and facilities and workplaces for the elderly). Young people also want to live here.
· Townspeople help and interact with each other without being closed off.
· Townspeople voluntarily participate in town planning without too much governmental burden.
	· Aging population and lack of successors
· Health is focused on (cooperation with the medical university and construction of sports and health facilities).
	· Convenient to live with good commercial facilities and transportation, and closeness to workplaces.
· Increasing opportunities to receive medical care.
· Opportunities available for people with disabilities to work.
· Places close to home where individuals can have fun at their old age.

	Policies
	· Town housing will continue to be needed, but they are old and should be rebuilt in the order of necessity.
· Clarify whom each housing unit is intended for and design it in line with the people who live there (people with weak legs, households with children, and low-income earners).
· Reduce the town’s financial burden (use of prefectural housing and vacant houses, and renting out private apartments).
· Build town housing in a way that links it to other facilities (train station, bus lines, and nursing homes).
	· Make the housing attractive rather than minimal (exterior and interior).
· Design the housing with welfare in mind.
· Make two wings, one for the young and one for the elderly, and create space for interaction.
· Create communities inside and outside of the housing.
· Set occupancy standards and reduce maintenance costs as the town’s budget is used.
	· Make effective use of existing facilities rather than building new ones.
· Make it easier for people to gather by having multiple functions in each facility.
· Include private-sector stores, restaurants for local consumption, and the town’s original brand of processed products in the public facilities.
	· Make it easier to use existing facilities (location, transportation, information, and fees) than to build them.
· Eliminate poorly used facilities to reduce maintenance costs.
· Create facilities where people of all ages can interact with each other.

	Session 2
Future of Yahaba Town
	· The central area around the train station and the hospital is thriving, but the rest of the town is losing population and creating disparities that require community consolidation.
· The development of science and technology has changed how we live and work (we can do everything while sitting down: automatic driving, flying vehicles, shopping on the internet, working from home, agricultural factories). Fields, commuting, and nursery schools are no longer necessary.
	· The birth rate is decreasing, but houses and commuters are increasing while farmland is decreasing.
· The transportation network is well-developed within and outside the town.
· The area around the train station and the medical university is lively. Rural areas are used as a source of energy and resources.
· People know each other and are connected. The elderly also watch over each other.
· Each family has one information terminal, which connects them to the medical university for their health and allows them to live without leaving home.
	· The center of the town is convenient and livable due to the presence of the medical university. The number of station users is increasing, but the population at night is small. More hotels are built, and medical manufacturers are coming into that area.
· Outside the central area, the population is depopulated and aging. There are a few stores.
· The culture of Yahaba is attractive, and people are coming to the town.
	· With the increase in population, the rice fields have become residential areas.
· The road network has changed to make it easier to get around (bus services and self-driving cars).
· The area around the train station and the medical university is convenient and crowded.

	Policies
	· Consolidate and renovate existing housing and eliminate old housing. Vacant land will be sold in lots. No new construction will be done.
· Add value to the housing (with work or with fields).
· Clarify the target people for each housing type (young people, households with children, and elderly).
· Protect the healthy and cultured standard of living of residents.
	· Enable people to choose housing that suits their family structure and life stage.
· Create connections and help among residents. Design the houses so that they can interact with the local communities.
· Let town housing serve as a safety net.
· Reduce the town’s financial burden and increase revenues.
· Improve the hardware of the housing and give it a dreamy name.
	· Create a city of health and longevity (build health promotion facilities in cooperation with the medical university).
· Make effective use of existing facilities and consolidate them in line with the aging population.
· Create facilities that people will want to use (complex and unified in design).
· New facilities are also needed (schools for children of medical university personnel, shops in the station building, and public employment security office).
	· Make the roads safe for children and people with disabilities through maintenance and community supervision.
· Make public facilities easier to use (24 hours a day, and some functions installed in convenience stores and mobile vehicles).
· Build town housing in high-rise and single-story buildings. Build it in unison with the surrounding land use development.
· Address the aging of school facilities.

	Session 3
2050 Yahaba plan [reasons inside the brackets]
	· The way the facilities are built should be adapted to the situations, such as a declining population and increasing numbers of foreigners [The way we think about welfare may change with societal situations].
· Create a complex and integrated housing, where childcare is provided, and multi-age interaction occurs [it could solve problems such as a shortage of nursery school]. 
· Review the governmental organization that builds and manages town housing. Several departments should conduct a comprehensive review, and the ideas of the private sector should be incorporated [organizations are needed to cope with challenges from a holistic perspective].
	· Build town housing from a welfare perspective for single elderly and vulnerable people. Make low-rise buildings for residents to easily connect [public houses should exist for the socially vulnerable].
· Create buildings that are easy to maintain, and systematically maintain them [houses should be robust against earthquakes and floods to be used safely for a long time].
· Share cars and bicycles among residents [no parking will be required].
· Make it easier for residents to produce what they need by themselves (e.g., solar power) [to use surplus money elsewhere].
	· Promote the attractiveness of Yahaba Town, health, convenience, and profitability: medical university (school town), sports facilities, support for child-rearing, increase in housing, circulating bus services, and large commercial complexes [the medical university exists; to increase the population; to cover the maintenance costs of facilities].
· Integrate public facilities instead of building or destroying them [to save maintenance costs and make effective use of them].
	· Build facilities on the west side of the railroad tracks [the east side is already developed with the medical university].
· Allow residents of the neighboring towns to use the facilities [to generate revenue while creating interaction].
· Locate facilities without inter-community ties [facilities are currently built here and there in the town].
· Let people know how and where to use the facilities [the proposer has never used them].
· Preserve the fields [the proposer feels lonely to see the rice fields that have been reduced].
· Make it easier for children to live (schools and playgrounds) [the population is expected to increase].

	Advice for the future generation
	· Talk about whatever you like at the time because what you think is necessary now will probably be necessary for the future.
· Think flexibly according to your situation and values at the time.
· Do not leave problems unaddressed, but solve them by looking back on them.
· Examine whether the purpose and reasons for building housing are clear.
	· Respect the rules, although you may live in a more convenient world.
· Today’s neighborhood associations are obligatory. Enjoy the events in the town and cherish the connections between people.
· What you do now will lead to the “now” in the future. Think about the future when you think about what you should do now.
· Continue the town’s participatory workshops to think for yourselves about the future.
	· Create profitable facilities. Manage them on a lease basis.
· Create a lively atmosphere in front of the train station (by building a commercial center).
· Create facilities that can respond to disasters.
· Maintain facilities that make use of the nature of Yahaba Town (fields, wood, water, and birds).
	· It will be a good town in the future as well, so it is fine as it is.
· Use the facilities more. Do not spend money on facilities you will not use.
· We are worried about the idea that the construction of facilities means development. Make the most of the delicious rice from Yahaba Town.
· Think about the elderly.




