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Relevance
1. The contents of the proposed subgrant project demonstrate a high relevance to enhancement of conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and ecosystem services in production landscapes and seascapes through:
· Contribution to improving local livelihoods and engaging local communities including indigenous peoples, women and other vulnerable groups, and drawing from traditional knowledge (relevance to the local needs), and
· Contribution to mainstreaming the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity in sectoral, land use and/or development policies and plans (relevance to the policies).
2. The proposed subgrant project is synergized with the goals and objectives of the National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP) of the country in which the proposed subgrant project will take place, and demonstrates clear contribution to the achievement of global goals, such as Aichi Biodiversity Targets under the Convention on Biological Diversity and United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
3. The proposed subgrant project is likely to foster good practices, and to provide lessons useful for other organizations and local communities.
4. The proposed subgrant project demonstrates and seeks to address present and potential threats faced by SEPLS.
Expected Impact	
5. The applicant fully identifies and understands the threat/threats at hand, proposes concrete strategies/plans to address them, outlines the expected outcomes and outputs of the project, and defines the process and mechanisms for promoting key stakeholders’ engagement in the project implementation.
6. The proposed subgrant project demonstrates cost effectiveness through coordination with existing and new initiatives by other organizations.
7. The project proposal intends to make broader impact on the environment and human wellbeing beyond the project’s spatial and temporal scope, such as policy enactment/improvement or knowledge generation (at any level).
Feasibility
8. The proposal presents realistic activities and implementation plans for achieving outputs within 3 years (36 months).
9. The project proposal demonstrates appropriate implementation capacity, with detailed institutional roles and modalities.
10. The project proposal demonstrates a reliable financial plan.
Sustainability and Social and Environmental Safeguards	
11. The implementing organization has properly identified measures for mitigating possible risks that may emerge in the project implementation process. The applicant provides assurance that involuntary resettlement will not occur as a result of the funded activities. The applicant is committed to implementing appropriate safeguard mechanisms; especially for engagement of indigenous peoples, relevant stakeholders, and gender mainstreaming (specific measures will be determined through the safeguard analysis to take place after the selection)."
12. There is commitment to follow the project’s Stakeholder Engagement Plan and Gender Mainstreaming Strategy and Action Plan.
13. The project proposal intends to establish self-reliant operating mechanisms for the continuation of project activities, and/or the activities promoted under the project are likely to generate a positive knock-on effect after the cessation of the subgrant project.
Thematic Priority	
14. The proposed subgrant project contributes to assessing, utilizing and enhancing Traditional Knowledge related to SEPLS management and natural resource use, and demonstrates an ability to fill knowledge gaps at global level, with particular consideration for those held and managed by women.
15. The proposed subgrant project focuses on threatened species and/or sites demonstrating global biodiversity significance.
16. The proposed subgrant project demonstrates innovation in the suggested approaches/activities.
17. The proposed subgrant project aims to engage private sector actors.
Country Ownership and Drivenness	
18. The proposed subgrant project has to be in line with key country strategies, such as NBSAPs. Involvement of national and local stakeholders is important. It is preferable that the applicant have already nurtured the relationship with the responsible government entities.
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