S5. Descriptive statistics of the survey sample (N=367).
	
Dimension

	Variable
	Response
	N
	% N

	Socio-economic
	If interviewee lives in Esposende (the municipality where the MPA is located) or not
	Resident
	276
	75.2

	
	
	Visitor
	91
	24.8

	
	If interviewee lives in a rural or urban setting
	Rural
	138
	37.6

	
	
	Urban
	229
	62.4

	
	Completed education level
	Elementary (4 years)
	14
	3.8

	
	
	Middle (9 years)
	79
	21.5

	
	
	High (12 years)
	119
	32.4

	
	
	University
	93
	25.3

	
	
	NA
	62
	16.9

	
	Household size
	1
	15
	4.1

	
	
	2 – 4
	327
	89.1

	
	
	 4
	25
	6.8

	
	If interviewee is employed
	Yes
	279
	76.0

	
	
	No
	88
	24.0

	
	Household income
	500€
	12
	3.3

	
	
	500-799€
	54
	14.7

	
	
	800-1099€
	61
	16.6

	
	
	1100-1399€
	34
	9.3

	
	
	1400-1699€
	28
	7.6

	
	
	1700-1999€
	32
	8.7

	
	
	2000-2299€
	27
	7.4

	
	
	2300-2599€
	3
	0.8

	
	
	 2599€
	22
	6.0

	
	
	NA
	94
	25.6

	
	Gender
	Female
	179
	48.8

	
	
	Male
	188
	51.2

	
	Age
	 30
	56
	15.3

	
	
	30 – 49
	161
	43.9

	
	
	50 – 69
	74
	20.2

	
	
	> 70
	11
	3.0

	
	
	NA
	47
	12.8

	
	If resident: number of years living in Esposende (the municipality where the MPA is located)
	 20
	103
	28.1

	
	
	 20
	145
	39.5

	
	
	NA
	119
	32.4

	Environmental behaviour
	If interviewee does outdoor activities often
	Yes
	179
	48.8

	
	
	No
	188
	51.2

	
	How frequent the interviewee goes to local sea and/or beaches
	Frequently
	117
	31.9

	
	
	Sometimes
	89
	24.3

	
	
	Rarely
	105
	28.6

	
	
	Never
	0
	0.0

	
	
	NA
	56
	15.3

	
	Amount of perceived benefits provided by MPA to human well-being
	Many
	177
	48.2

	
	
	Some
	145
	39.5

	
	
	Few
	5
	1.4

	
	
	None
	0
	0.0

	
	
	NA
	40
	10.9

	
	Type of interviewee’s preferred MPA site
	Natural
	233
	63.5

	
	
	W/ human-made elements
	134
	36.5

	
	Type of interviewee’s interaction with MPA sites
	Cognitive
	214
	58.3

	
	
	Physical
	65
	17.7

	
	
	Both
	87
	23.7

	
	
	NA
	1
	0.3

	
	How frequent the interviewee reads environmentally themed books and/or magazines
	Frequently
	128
	34.9

	
	
	Sometimes
	100
	27.2

	
	
	Rarely
	84
	22.9

	
	
	Never
	55
	15.0

	
	How frequent the interviewee buys environmentally certified food
	Frequently
	119
	32.4

	
	
	Sometimes
	105
	28.6

	
	
	Rarely
	99
	27.0

	
	
	Never
	44
	12.0

	
	How frequent the interviewee recycles
	Frequently
	235
	64.0

	
	
	Sometimes
	77
	21.0

	
	
	Rarely
	39
	10.6

	
	
	Never
	16
	4.4

	
	If interviewee visited a protected area the previous year
	Yes
	61
	16.6

	
	
	No
	237
	64.6

	
	
	Don't know
	69
	18.8

	Knowledge and opinion about MPA
	Knowledge about the existence of the MPA
	Yes
	238
	64.9

	
	
	No
	129
	35.1

	
	Agreement with the existence of the MPA
	Yes
	260
	70.8

	
	
	No
	16
	4.4

	
	
	Don't know
	91
	24.8



