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Interview guideline
Farmers
We are a team of junior researchers from Germany and are currently conducting a research project in Azraq[footnoteRef:2], since the region reflects Jordan’s various water needs [show map of our case study area]. Therefore, we are interested in talking to different groundwater users. Our aim is to figure out which factors influence groundwater consumption.  [2:  Bold text refers to explanations and questions that should be treated with priority.] 

The project is carried out in cooperation with the Inter-Islamic Network on Water Resources Development and Management (INWRDAM) and the West Asia-North Africa (WANA) Institute. We get further support from Dawoud and Quseir, who are members of the Azraq community.

We are particularly interested in factors that influence your decision and actions, referring to conditions under which you manage your agriculture activity. Your personal views are highly relevant to our research.
Given your involvement/ expertise/ work experience/ … in groundwater governance, your experience and inside knowledge are very valuable to us. Our questions cover the rules and conditions under which you farm, especially with regards to groundwater. We appreciate your participation in this interview, which should not take longer than 60 minutes of your time. 
At the end of the interview, we also have a very short tablet survey on which actors you communicate about groundwater issues.
If you agree, we would record the interview. The data collected in this interview will be treated confidentially. Personal data will not be disclosed to third parties, and all results are analysed and published in anonymized and aggregated form only. Do you agree to us recording the interview?
We highly appreciate your valuable time.


Strategy / Aim
Please tell us about your farming.
1. Why do you farm?
· e.g. hobby, subsistence, investment, export, land speculation?
2. Which crops do you grow?
3. How big is your farm?
4. Which irrigation technology do you apply? 
5. Which type of energy do you use to pump water?
· Were you using an alternative source of energy before? Are you willing to adopt a new one?
6. How do you get your water?
Position rules (create position)
7. Where are you from?
8. Why and how did you become a farmer in Azraq?
· Was it your own decision to engage in agriculture?
9. When did you start farming here?
10. Do you have any farm outside of Azraq?
Boundary rules (determine access to position)
11. What does it take to become a farmer in Azraq?
12. How do people get their land?
· Do people need to be from Azraq?
· How much money is needed?
· Is it easier for people who are wealthy or influential to become a farmer?
· Do people need to belong to a certain ethnicity / community? 
13. How do you get a license for your well?
Choice rules
14. What are the main challenges you face as farmer in Azraq?
· e.g. water scarcity, land issues, high prices for energy, market access, labour

15. Would you prefer to use more groundwater? [water]
· If no, why?
· If yes, what prevents you from doing so? [restrictions]
· Laws?
· Prices?
· Traditions and practices?

16. Would you like to grow different crops? [agriculture]
· If no, why?
· If yes, what prevents you from doing so? 
· Laws?
· Prices?
· Traditions and practices?

17. Would you like to farm on a different plot in Azraq? [land]
· If no, why?
· If yes, what prevents you from doing so?
· Laws?
· Prices?
· Traditions and practices?
18. Would you like to use another energy source to pump water? [energy]
· If no, why?
· If yes, what prevents you from doing so?
· Laws?
· Prices?
· Traditions and practices?
Information rules (formal / informal channels of communication)
19. Who asks you about what happens on your farm? 
· E.g. how much water you pump
· E.g. which crops you grow
· E.g. the energy source you use for pumping
· E.g. who provides technical advice (extension services)
20. Who should listen (better) to what farmers have to say?
Do you feel your voice is heard?
21. Whom do you talk to about challenges in farming, both in Azraq and in Amman?
If you participate in famers’ meetings, what do you talk about in these meetings?

Aggregation rules
22. Do you decide on your own or with others, e.g. in the community, with your neighbour etc., about how much water to use?

23. Have you heard about or have you been engaged in the Highlands Water Forum (HWF)? What do you think about it?

Payoff rules
24. How is the selling of your products going?

25. Would you use more (less) water if the block tariff for water was lower / abandoned (higher)? (ask together with choice rules)

26. Do you ever get trouble
· if you use too much water/ because of the amount of water you use?
· because of your land?
27. What are the advantages or disadvantages of being a farmer in Azraq?

Scope rules (authorized or forbidden geographic or functional domains)
/
Biophysical / Material conditions
What is your assessment of the current groundwater situation? Who is responsible?
28. How was the groundwater situation when you started farming? [address quantity and quality/salinity]
· How did it change? And when?
29. How do you deal with decreasing groundwater levels / increased salinity?
30. For how long do you think people can continue to farm here considering the water situation?
Community Conditions
31. Is the distribution of groundwater in Azraq fair? If not why not?
· Anybody using to much? Anybody getting too little?
· Does ethnicity play a role?
32. What do you think about the pumping of water for the wetland?
33. What do you think about the pumping of water for drinking water supply in Zarqa?
34. What would you like to do for living if you were not a farmer anymore?

Closing questions
35. How satisfied are you with the current situation with respect to water? 
36. What would be a better situation? 
37. How could the situation be improved?
38. Is there anything that we have not talked about that you would like to mention?
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