Supplementary material 1. Questionnaire questions

There are different ways to describe sustainability. To what extent you relate your perception of sustainability to the following statements?
Response options: 1 = disagree very strongly, 2 = disagree strongly, 3 = disagree, 4 = do not disagree or agree, 5 = agree, 6 = agree strongly, 7 = agree very strongly

1. Sustainability focuses on meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs	
2. Sustainability implies that human civilization sustains within the planetary boundaries
3. Sustainability refers to enabling the continuity of diverse forms of life	
4. Sustainability is mainly about global cross-cutting issues such as climate change, greenhouse gas emissions, nutrients emissions from agriculture, biodiversity loss and deforestation, etc.
5. Sustainability refers to the balance between its dimensions (e.g., biosphere, society, economy)
6. Sustainability is a temporal process that aims at shifting a system to another, more desirable state
7. Sustainability is a continuous process of learning and it is an adaptive response	
8. Sustainability is context dependent, bound with time and place	
9. Practical participation of involved individuals is essential for defining sustainability (e.g., farmers should be involved in defining sustainability in agriculture)	
10. Sustainability is a forward-looking, future-oriented concept	
11. Sustainability can be achieved	
12. Sustainability can never be achieved and therefore it is a useless concept	
13. It is important to go towards sustainability even if we might not be able to achieve it
14. Sustainability should be promoted step by step so that we can see and measure the effects of the actions	
15. We need a radical systemic change in the society across the sectors to achieve sustainability
16. Sustainability is best promoted through large reforms in the society	
17. Sustainability is a multidisciplinary, systemic challenge	18. Sustainability is about regeneration (e.g., restoring and replenishing what we have lost, regenerative agriculture)	
19. Sustainability is about safeguarding human well-being	

Please give your own definition of sustainability ____________


This section concerns the role of the sustainability research and sustainability researchers. How strongly do you agree or disagree with the following statements?
Response options: 1 = disagree very strongly, 2 = disagree strongly, 3 = disagree, 4 = do not disagree or agree, 5 = agree, 6 = agree strongly, 7 = agree very strongly

1. Sustainability research should provide value-free knowledge (i.e., having no value judgments) to decision-makers and citizens, so that they can make more informed decisions	
2. Researchers should be objective, impartial and fair observers within the sustainability research
3. To ensure the objectivity of the sustainability research, it is important to treat science separately from policy and society	
4. The fundamental character of interactions between nature and society should be at the core of the sustainability research	
5. Frameworks such as Agenda2030 and SDG goals should guide the sustainability research
6. Researchers' own values are inevitably a part of the sustainability research (e.g., in shaping the view what is important, what should be achieved and how)	
7. Any sustainability researcher can be an “intermediator” and/or “interpreter” in projects where different participants provide different types of knowledge	
8. Art-based and creative methods play an important role in the sustainability research	
9. Sustainability researchers can initiate and promote activities to make sustainable changes
10. All kinds of knowledge are equally legitimate in the sustainability research (not only scientific knowledge)



What is your relation to sustainability research? Do you do sustainability research?
Response options: 1 = No, 2 = Yes, but sustainability is not an essential part of my research, 3 = Yes, sustainability is an essential part of my research, 4 = other, what ____________

Do you think of yourself as a “sustainability researcher”?
Response options: 1 = no, please explain why _________ , 2 = yes, please explain why _________

What is your institution where you work?
Response options: 1 = Research organization (name anonymized), 2 = University (name anonymized), 3 = Other, what  ________________

What is your disciplinary background? ___________________

What is your highest academic degree? 
Response options: 1 = Doctoral degree, 2 = Mster’s degree or similar, 3 = Bachelor’s degree or similar, 4 = Undergraduate, 5 = Other, what _______________________

How many years of research experience you have? ____________________

To which age group do you belong?
Response options: 1 = under 27 years, 2 = 28-33 years, 3 = 34-39 years, 4 = 40-45 years, 5 = 46-51 years, 6 = 52-57 years, 7 = above 57 years

Gender
Response options: 1 = woman, 2 = man, 3 = other, 4 = I do not want to tell


