[bookmark: _Hlk181950329]Fig. S1  The 7 20m20m plots on the upper hillside of Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden, northern slope of Tai Mo Shan, Hong Kong SAR, China. (A) the enclosed blue tree guards and yellow mesh tree guards before tree planting in 2013; (B) Bamboo stakes used for stabilising the treeguards; (C) Close view of the subplots and the tree guards after planting in 2013; (D) The 7 plots viewed from the northwestern corner in 2013; (E) Plot 1 in 2017.

[bookmark: _Toc181970757]Fig. S2  Survival rates for the 12 planted species by treatment in 2014, 2015 and 2017. Species codes are given in Table 1. Legend explanation: Enclosed: blue enclosed guard; Mesh: yellow mesh guard; InorgFert: inorganic fertiliser; OrgFert: organic fertiliser; NoFert: no fertiliser; WM: with weeding mat; NoWM: without weeding mat.

Fig. S3  Seedling heights of the 12 species in 2014, 2015 and 2017. Species codes are given in Table 1. Violin width corresponds to the frequency of points in each region. Seedling heights were compared using Wilcoxon test. NS: not significant; **: P < 0.01, ***: P < 0.001

Fig. S4  Seedling BDs of the 12 species in 2014, 2015 and 2017. Species codes are given in Table 1. Violin width corresponds to the frequency of points in each region. Seedling BDs were compared using Wilcoxon test. NS: not significant; **: P < 0.01, ***: P < 0.001
[bookmark: _GoBack]
