[bookmark: _GoBack]Supplement table 1. Clinical outcomes in patients whose respiratory secretions were obtained before the initiation of antimicrobial therapy
	Factors, Medians (IQR)
	Total cohort (n=64)
	Culture positive (n=11)
	Culture negative (n=53)
	P value

	Length of ICU admission
	6.00(0.00-11.75)
	13.00(0.00-22.00)
	6.00(0.00-10.50)
	0.037

	Length of hospital stay 
	18.00(10.25-31.75)
	36.00(10.00-60.00)
	15.00(10.50-28.50)
	0.125

	Hospital mortality
	6(9.4%)
	2(18.2%)
	4(7.5%)
	0.271

	Mortality in 30 days
	1(1.6%)
	0(0.0%)
	1(1.9%)
	>0.999

	IQR: interquartile range; ICU: intensive care unit 
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