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English translation of the “Degrees of certainty” used by the Swedish National Board of Forensic Medicine

Degrees of certainty 
– Shows: The findings/results are typical for the suggested mechanism/cause and alternatives are excluded.
– Strongly supports: The findings/results have characteristics that are typical for the suggested mechanism/cause. The probability of alternatives is very small.
– Supports: The findings/results have characteristics that are commonly seen with the suggested mechanism/cause. Alternatives are possible but less likely.
– May support/possibly supports: The findings/results have characteristics that may occur with the suggested mechanism/cause, yet alternatives are almost as likely.
– Neither supports nor contradicts/allows no conclusion about: The findings/results have no or non-specific characteristics.
– May contradict/possibly contradicts: The findings/results have characteristics that may occur with the suggested mechanism/cause. Alternatives, however, are somewhat more likely.
– Contradicts: The findings/results have characteristics that are not commonly seen with the suggested mechanism/cause. Alternatives are more likely.
– Strongly contradicts: The findings/results have characteristics that are highly unusual for the suggested mechanism/cause. The probability of alternatives is very high.
– Excludes: The findings/results are incompatible with the suggested mechanism/cause and exclude this alternative.

