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Further details of methods
[bookmark: _Hlk87015575]
Family Socioeconomic Status (SES)
Socioeconomic data were obtained by standard interviews with the infants’ parents in the first 10 days of life and at each follow-up visit. SES was computed as a weighted composite score of maternal highest educational qualification, paternal highest educational qualification, and occupation of the head of family according to Bauer (1988). We used the SES of the parents at birth. This Bauer Index was recommended by the German Institute for International Educational Research as an established method to assess SES of family of origin. We showed high, moderate or low SES shows good discrimination, for example, on cognitive function still in adulthood (Eryigit Madzwamuse, Baumann, Jaekel, Bartmann, & Wolke, 2015).

Bauer, A. (1988). Ein Verfahren zur Messung des für das Bildungsverhalten relevanten Status (BRSS). Frankfurt: Deutsches Institut für Internationale Pädagogische Forschung.
Eryigit Madzwamuse, S., Baumann, N., Jaekel, J., Bartmann, P., & Wolke, D. (2015). Neuro-cognitive performance of very preterm or very low birth weight adults at 26 years. Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry, 56(8), 857-864. doi:10.1111/jcpp.12358


Table S1 Cronbach’s alphas for the YASR overall scales and the subscales in the current sample

	
	VP/VBLW
	Control

	Internalising Scale 
	.62
	.62

	Social Withdrawal 
	.818
	.782

	Anxiety/Depression
	.900
	.864

	Externalising Scale 
	.53
	.52

	Delinquent Behaviour
	.674
	.612

	Aggressive Behaviour
	.749
	.681

	Intrusive Behaviour
	.605
	.651





	
	
Table S2 Agreement between prospective and retrospective reports of bullying victimisation using a different cut-off (once or twice) for retrospective reports
	Report type
	Bullying victimisation
% (n/N) 
	p*
	Agreement %
	Kappa (95% CI)

	Prospective parent-reports versus retrospective self-reports
	
	
	
	

	Parent reports at 13 years
	23.9% (101/423)
	<0.001
	62.4
	0.18 (0.10, 0.27)

	Self-reports at 26 years
	42.3% (180/423)
	
	
	

	Prospective versus retrospective self-reports
	
	
	
	

	Self-reports at 13 years
	30.1% (125/415)
	<0.001
	67.2
	0.31 (0.22, 0.40)

	Self-reports at 26 years
	43.1% (179/415)
	
	
	


*p values from McNemar Tests.

Table S3 Associations of prospective versus retrospective self-reports of childhood bullying victimisation with adult mental health for VP/VLBW and term-born participants
	
	Report type
	Internalising problems self-report
Mean diff (95% CI)
	Externalising problems self-report
Mean diff (95% CI)
	-

	VP/VLBW participants
	
	
	
	-

	Any victimisation (yes vs no)
	Prospective parent-report at 13 years
	2.50 (-0.45, 5.45) [N=182]
	0.73 (-0.89, 2.36) [N=182]
	-

	
	Prospective self-report at 13 years
	3.70 (0.87, 6.53) [N=182]
	2.23 (0.69, 3.76) [N=182]
	-

	
	Retrospective self-report at 26 years
	6.60 (4.10, 9.10) [N=214]
	2.41 (1.02, 3.81) [N=214]
	-

	Term-born peers
	
	
	
	

	Any victimisation
(yes vs no)
	Prospective parent-report at 13 years
	3.14 (0.83, 5.45) [N=220]
	0.67 (-1.04, 2.38) [N=220]
	-

	
	Prospective self-report at 13 years
	3.41 (1.50, 5.31) [N=220]
	2.73 (1.35, 4.11) [N=220]
	-

	
	Retrospective self-report at 26 years
	3.27 (1.36, 5.18) [N=226]
	2.01 (0.63, 3.39) [N=226]
	-

	
	Report type
	Any mood disorder
OR (95% CI)
	Any anxiety disorder
OR (95% CI)
	Any psychiatric disorder
OR (95% CI)

	VP/VLBW participants
	
	
	
	

	Any victimisation
(yes vs no)
	Prospective parent-report at 13 years
	1.45 (0.75, 2.82) [N=198]
	1.37 (0.71, 2.62) [N=198]
	1.65 (0.90, 3.02) [N=198]

	
	Prospective self-report at 13 years
	 1.19 (0.61, 2.32) [N=191]
	 2.04 (1.08, 3.88) [N=191]
	 1.58 (0.87, 2.88) [N=191]

	
	Retrospective self-report at 26 years
	 3.64 (1.98, 6.67) [N=257]
	 4.06 (2.27, 7.28) [N=257]
	 3.59 (2.08, 6.20) [N=257]

	Term-born peers
	
	
	
	

	Any victimisation
(yes vs no)
	Prospective parent-report at 13 years
	1.45 (0.57, 3.63) [N=223]
	1.43 (0.63, 3.25) [N=223]
	1.38 (0.64, 2.94) [N=223]

	
	Prospective self-report at 13 years
	 2.26 (1.07, 4.77) [N=223]
	 1.64 (0.83, 3.25) [N=223]
	 1.63 (0.87, 3.05) [N=223]

	
	Retrospective self-report at 26 years
	 2.93 (1.41, 6.10) [N=229]
	 2.46 (1.26, 4.80) [N=229]
	 2.33 (1.24, 4.38) [N=229]


Notes: Bold font indicates statistically significant associations. Abbreviations: VP, very preterm; VLBW, very low birth weight.
Table S4 Associations of consistent prospectively and retrospectively reported bullying victimisation with adult mental health for VP/VLBW and term-born participants
	Any victimisation (Ref.= No from both reports)
	Internalising problems self-report
	Externalising problems self-report
	-

	VP/VLBW participants
	N=182
	Unadjusted mean diff (95% CI)
	Adjusted mean diff (95% CI)
	N=182
	Unadjusted mean diff (95% CI)
	Adjusted mean diff (95% CI)
	N=182
	-
	-

	Yes from both reports 
	36
	 8.97 (5.59, 12.35)
	 8.81 (5.38, 12.23)
	36
	 3.91 (1.97, 5.84)
	 3.79 (1.85, 5.73)
	36
	-
	-

	Yes from retrospective reports
	27
	 5.82 (2.07, 9.58)
	 5.58 (1.77, 9.39)
	27
	 2.38 (0.23, 4.52)
	 2.11 (-0.05, 4.27)
	27
	-
	-

	Yes from prospective reports
	32
	 0.88 (-2.70, 4.45)
	 0.73 (-2.96, 4.41)
	32
	 1.76 (-0.25, 3.77)
	 1.58 (-0.47, 3.63)
	32
	-
	-

	Term-born peers
	N=220
	
	
	N=220
	
	
	N=220
	
	

	Yes from both reports
	23
	 6.12 (3.39, 8.85)
	 5.88 (3.26, 8.51)
	23
	 3.88 (1.94, 5.82)
	 3.89 (1.97, 5.81)
	23
	-
	-

	Yes from retrospective reports
	28
	 1.64 (-0.89, 4.18)
	 1.74 (-0.70, 4.18)
	28
	 1.26 (-0.53, 3.05)
	 1.24 (-0.54, 3.01)
	28
	-
	-

	Yes from prospective reports
	28
	 1.90 (-0.61, 4.42)
	 1.87 (-0.55, 4.30)
	28
	 2.16 (0.38, 3.94)
	 2.16 (0.39, 3.92)
	28
	-
	-

	Any victimisation (Ref.= No from both reports)
	
	Any mood disorder
	
	Any anxiety disorder
	
	Any psychiatric disorder

	VP/VLBW participants
	N=191
	Unadjusted OR (95% CI)
	Adjusted OR (95%CI)
	N=191
	Unadjusted OR (95% CI)
	Adjusted OR (95%CI)
	N=191
	Unadjusted OR (95% CI)
	Adjusted OR (95%CI)

	Yes from both reports
	39
	 2.89 (1.25, 6.71)
	 3.22 (1.31, 7.92)
	39
	 5.63 (2.38, 13.30)
	 6.23 (2.54, 15.27)
	39
	 3.77 (1.71, 8.31)
	 3.98 (1.74, 9.11)

	Yes from retrospective reports
	29
	 3.76 (1.51, 9.33)
	 4.34 (1.60, 11.76)
	29
	 5.53 (2.17, 14.09)
	 6.82 (2.51, 18.55)
	29
	 4.13 (1.72, 9.93)
	 4.72 (1.85, 12.04)

	Yes from prospective reports
	33
	 0.83 (0.28, 2.47)
	 0.94 (0.30, 2.99)
	33
	 1.90 (0.70, 5.10)
	 2.63 (0.91, 7.59)
	33
	 1.27 (0.53, 3.06)
	 1.57 (0.61, 4.03)

	Term-born peers
	N=223
	
	
	N=223
	
	
	N=223
	
	

	Yes from both reports
	23
	 5.34 (2.04, 13.97)
	 5.86 (2.15, 15.96)
	23
	 3.45 (1.39, 8.59)
	 3.45 (1.36, 8.75)
	23
	 4.52 (1.74, 11.74)
	 4.93 (1.81, 13.40)

	Yes from retrospective reports
	28
	 1.89 (0.68, 5.30)
	 2.03 (0.70, 5.89)
	28
	 1.78 (0.73, 4.34)
	 1.81 (0.73, 4.46)
	28
	 1.28 (0.56, 2.95)
	 1.36 (0.57, 3.26)

	Yes from prospective reports
	29
	 1.11 (0.35, 3.56)
	 1.18 (0.36, 3.87)
	29
	 0.98 (0.37, 2.63)
	 0.99 (0.36, 2.67)
	29
	 0.75 (0.31, 1.83)
	 0.76 (0.30, 1.91)


Notes: Bold font indicates statistically significant associations. For all models, we adjusted for sex, family socioeconomic status at birth, and pre-existing total behavioural and emotional problems at age 6 years. Abbreviations: VP, very preterm; VLBW, very low birth weight.


Table S5 Drop-out Analysis
	
	
	13y Sample assessed at 26y (n=459)
	13y Sample not assessed at 26y (n=173)
	P value

	Male sex
	% (n/N)
	49.9% (229/459)
	52.0% (90/173)
	0.633

	VP/VLBW birth
	% (n/N)
	51.4% (223/459)
	59.5% (103/173)
	0.068

	Family SES at birth
	
	
	
	

	High 
	% (n/N)
	27.3% (125/458)
	23.1% (40/173)
	0.001

	Medium
	% (n/N)
	44.3% (203/458)
	32.4% (56/173)
	

	Low
	% (n/N)
	28.4% (130/458)
	44.5% (77/173)
	

	Pre-existing total behavioural and emotional problems at age 6
	Mean (SD)
	55.4 (8.6)
	57.6 (10.2)
	0.009

	Self-reported bullying victimisation at age 13 
	% (n/N)
	30.1% (125/416)
	36.8% (56/152)
	0.124

	Parent-reported bullying victimisation at age 13
	% (n/N)
	23.8% (101/424)
	35.5% (54/152)
	0.005




[bookmark: _Hlk87967920]Table S6 Associations of prospective versus retrospective self-reports of bullying victimisation with adult mental health: imputed results (N=632)
	Report type
	Internalising problems
	Externalising problems
	-

	Victimisation (yes versus no)
	Mean difference (95% CI)
	Mean difference (95% CI)
	-

	Prospective parent-reports 
	3.03 (1.11, 4.95)
	0.30 (-0.88, 1.48)
	-

	Prospective self-reports 
	3.97 (2.37, 5.57)
	2.06 (1.06, 3.07)
	-

	Retrospective self-reports
	5.23 (3.74, 6.73)
	1.92 (0.99, 2.85)
	-

	Report type
	Any mood disorder
	Any anxiety disorder
	Any psychiatric disorder

	Victimisation (yes versus no)
	OR (95%CI)
	OR (95%CI)
	OR (95%CI)

	Prospective parent -reports 
	1.27 (0.69, 2.33)
	1.22 (0.67, 2.19)
	1.25 (0.74, 2.10)

	Prospective self-reports 
	1.58 (0.95, 2.62)
	1.89 (1.15, 3.12)
	1.60 (0.98, 2.61)

	Retrospective self-reports 
	3.47 (2.19, 5.51)
	3.17 (2.02, 4.98)
	2.92 (1.93, 4.40)


Notes: Bold font indicates statistically significant associations. For all models, we adjusted for sex, family socioeconomic status at birth, and pre-existing total behavioural and emotional problems at age 6 years. Multiple imputation assumed missing at random. Twenty imputed datasets were generated.
Table S7 Associations of consistent prospectively and retrospectively reported bullying victimisation with adult mental health: imputed results (N=632)
	Any victimisation (Ref.= No from both reports)
	Internalising problems
	Externalising problems
	-

	
	Mean difference (95% CI)
	Mean difference (95% CI)
	-

	Yes from both reports
	7.39 (5.42, 9.36)
	3.12 (1.85, 4.38)
	-

	Yes from retrospective self-reports
	3.84 (1.81, 5.86)
	1.34 (0.15, 2.53)
	-

	Yes from prospective self-reports
	2.17 (0.07, 4.27)
	1.59 (0.36, 2.82)
	-

	Any victimisation (Ref.= No from both reports)
	Any mood disorder
	Any anxiety disorder
	Any psychiatric disorder

	
	OR (95%CI)
	OR (95%CI)
	OR (95%CI)

	Yes from both reports
	3.80 (2.08, 6.97)
	3.99 (2.17, 7.32)
	3.53 (1.94, 6.43)

	Yes from retrospective self-reports
	3.08 (1.63, 5.82)
	2.94 (1.52, 5.71)
	2.42 (1.38, 4.25)

	Yes from prospective self-reports
	0.96 (0.43, 2.15)
	1.43 (0.73, 2.82)
	1.06 (0.55, 2.04)


Notes: Bold font indicates statistically significant associations. For all models, we adjusted for sex, family socioeconomic status at birth, and pre-existing total behavioural and emotional problems at age 6 years. Multiple imputation assumed missing at random. Twenty imputed datasets were generated.



