	Supplemental Table 1 

	Participant demographic information

	　
	　
	Employed youth
	Unemployed youth
	Total

	Age (SD)
	28.68 (3.51)
	24.38 (4.00)
	27.84 (3.99)

	Gender
	Male
	44.64%
	51.23%
	45.93%

	
	Female
	55.36%
	48.77%
	54.07%

	Local household registration
	Yes
	61.53%
	77.59%
	64.67%

	
	No
	38.47%
	22.41%
	35.33%

	Education levels
	Secondary school and below
	1.74%
	12.56%
	3.86%

	
	(Vocational) High school and equal
	3.71%
	33.50%
	9.54%

	
	Junior college
	12.40%
	33.74%
	16.58%

	
	Bachelor's degree
	60.93%
	18.97%
	52.72%

	
	Master's degree and above
	21.21%
	1.23%
	17.30%





	Supplemental Table 2 
	
	
	

	Analysis of group differences in employment status among key variables

	　
	employed youth (n=1669)
	unemployed youth (n=406)
	t

	PBJW
	29.54±6.04
	27.58±5.25
	6.02***

	GBJW
	25.32±5.64
	24.33±.83
	3.26**

	PML
	23.33±5.41
	21.44±4.59
	6.48***

	Positive emotion
	18.53±3.94
	17.46±3.39
	5.04***

	psychosocial symptoms
	20.38±4.82
	21.46±4.40
	-4.12***

	Note: PBJW = personal belief in a just world; GBJW = general belief in a just world; PML = presence of meaning in life. *** p < .001, ** p < .01, two-tailed.





	Supplemental Table 3 
	

	Regression weights of Pathways in employed youth and unemployed youth

	　
	　
	　
	employed youth
	unemployed youth

	　
	
	　
	Estimate
	S.E.
	C.R.
	P
	Estimate
	S.E.
	C.R.
	P

	PML
	<---
	PBJW
	0.128
	0.063
	2.191
	0.028
	0.189
	0.122
	1.613
	0.107

	PML
	<---
	GBJW
	0.255
	0.072
	4.304
	***
	0.284
	0.155
	2.377
	0.017

	Positive
	<---
	PML
	0.427
	0.021
	16.934
	***
	0.536
	0.043
	9.481
	***

	Negative
	<---
	PML
	0.238
	0.017
	7.97
	***
	0.250
	0.035
	3.824
	***

	Positive
	<---
	PBJW
	0.572
	0.046
	11.209
	***
	0.415
	0.084
	3.905
	***

	Negative
	<---
	PBJW
	0.350
	0.037
	5.661
	***
	0.327
	0.071
	2.588
	0.010

	Positive
	<---
	GBJW
	-0.198
	0.052
	-3.852
	***
	-0.158
	0.106
	-1.465
	0.143

	Negative
	<---
	GBJW
	-0.184
	0.042
	-2.956
	0.003
	-0.174
	0.089
	-1.36
	0.174

	Note: PBJW = Personal belief in a just world; GBJW = general belief in a just world; PML = the presence of meaning in life; POSITIVE = positive emotions; NEGATIVE = psychosocial/negative symptoms




