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To approximate survey effort of the drone aerial surveys, transect areas (in km2) were calculated by multiplying the transect distance in kilometres by the horizontal distance covered in the aerial footprint of the camera view. The latter was estimated by calculating the linear relationship between the drone’s altitude and the ground sampling distance (GSD; cm/pix)). To derive this relationship, still video frames of a reference object of known dimensions were collected from altitudes between 4–20 m and used to scale the width and height of each image using ImageJ software. This calibration procedure was repeated three times using a minimum of six points within the interval range to obtain the average aerial footprint width. Manually derived relationships were compared against those generated by an online GSD calculator (Pix4D; https://www.pix4d.com/), and average y-values between both methods were used to generate the final equation (GSD = 1.255 × altitude(m) + 2.968) used for transect area calculations (Fig. S1).

Fig. S1. Linear relationships between drone altitude and ground sampling distance (GSD) of the drone camera’s horizontal field of view, as calculated from three manual trials (blue), online GSD calculator (green), and the average of both methods (green). 
Manual	GSD = 1.606(x) + 4.741
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